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IntroductionThe present book is a collection of articles written by
 Srila Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha Goswami Maharaj, who is theeleventh in the preceptorial line from Sri Krishna ChaitanyaMahaprabhu and the dearmost disciple of ParamahamsaParivrajakacharya Om Vishnupada 108 Sri Srimad BhaktiDayita Madhava Goswami Maharaj, the founder of the SreeChaitanya Gaudiya Math.
 Srila Tirtha Maharaja's knowledge of scripture isformidable. He substantiates everything he says withinnumerable evidences from all over the Vedic literature. Healways preaches fearlessly and never compromises theconclusions of the scriptures for the sake of mundanepracticality. His dynamic writings are notable for their degreeof sincerity and depth of understanding. His personal traits ofaffection, humility and surrender to his most belovedGurudeva, His Divine Grace Nityalilapravista Om VishnupadaSrila Bhakti Dayita Madhav Goswami Maharaj, are everpresent. It is difficult to imagine any heart that would not bemoved by his warm words of wisdom.
 All those who have had a chance to associatepersonally with him, are invariably won over by his gentle andaffectionate nature, combined with his resolute faith in Guru-Vaishnava-Bhagavan. He is beloved by thousands of devoteesthroughout the world as the very embodiment of humility andspiritual affection.
 In the first article of this book, Pujyapad B.B. TirthaGoswami Maharaj stresses the importance of hearing andrepeating from authoritive sources.means the words spoken by or about Kåñëa, and they are verypurifying. One can speak about the glories of Sri Hari afterhearing from a bona fide devotee- . Withouthearing from a realized soul, nobody can properly perform
 Hari-kathä or kåñëa-kathä
 ädau çravaëaà
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Harikatha Certainly BestowsEternal Bliss
 Who can speak Harikatha ?
 In His instructions, our Most Revered Gurudevagave special emphasis that a devotee speaker should not onlyspeak with the spirit of delivering a speech, or with themotive to get some worldly name and fame. Instead of that heshould perform the highest form of devotion, ,with the soul purpose of satisfaction of Sri Krishna. Heshould recapitulate whatever he has heard so far from hisGuru and pure devotees, or the teachings of authenticscriptures, especially the quintessence of all scripturesSrimad Bhagavatam, with a submissive mood by incessantlypraying for the grace of Guru-Vaishnav-Bhagavan. If thevotary is sincere in his attempt, he will attain gradualdevelopment of pure devotion, and his spiritual life will besuccessful.
 At the beginning the neophytes may have drawbackdue to previous uncongenial impressions, but he should notbe disheartened. There should be zeal in performing forms ofdevotion. The best form of devotion is Krishna
 —especially hearing, chanting and remembering. Toobey the orders of Gurudeva or Guruvarga, I am trying tospeak by praying the grace of Guru-Vaishnav-Bhagavan. At present I have developed some physicaldifficulties due to heart disease. The doctors advised me notto speak much, undertake hectic tours, or participate in
 . Yet I occasionally spoke onspecial functions for not less then one hour. For this my well-wishers were worried, and they were always advising me torestrict my movements and speeches. Out of the listeners
 kirtan bhakti
 katha
 hari-katha
 nagar-sankirtan hari-katha
 kirtan-bhakti
 guruvarga
 . Example is better than precept. The teachingswill be beneficial when they are acted upon. Only by practisingoneself can actual eternal benefit can be imparted to others. Wecan see this from the life of Srila Tirtha Maharaj, as he oftensays, “As my Divine Master has ordered me, I should speakwhatever I have heard from Him and from my superiors,
 (the line of teachers in the preceptorial channel).That recitation will purify my mind and take me to theTranscendental Realm. I should not speak to please the worldlypeople. If I do so, my spiritual life will be spoiled.”
 In the second article, Srila Tirtha Maharaj emphasizes on theimportance of avoiding offenses at the lotus feet of a Vaiñëava.Of all sinful activities, an offense to a pure devotee, or Vaiñëava,is the most severe. An offense at the lotus feet of a Vaiñëava is sodisastrous that Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu has compared it to amad elephant that enters a garden and causes great havoc byuprooting many plants and trees. If one is an offender at thelotus feet of a brähmaëa or a Vaiñëava, his offenses uproot allhis auspicious activities. One should therefore very carefullyguard against committing vaiñëava-aparädha, or offenses at thelotus feet of a Vaiñëava.
 In conclusion, we would like to sincerely thank all those whohave helped to bring this and other books and magazines of theMath to publication by their financial contributions orvolunteer work . May the All-Merciful Sri Sri Guru-Gaurangaand Sri Sri Radha-Krishna shower Their blessings on them.We humbly pray to the readers of this work to kindly forgiveany errors or omissions that may have inadvertently crept intoits publication.
 Praying for the dust of the pure devotees's lotus feet,I remain the servant of the servant of the Vaishnavas,Bhakti Sarvasva NiskincanaGaur Purnima6 March 2004
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Prabhupad has repeated the words orseveral times in these two small paragraphs. He thus
 placed special emphasis on them. Yet Srila Prabhupad hasalso stated in His sermons that a professional speaker cannever speak . A professional speaker’s purpose isnot for the satisfaction of Hari, but for the acquisition ofmoney. But (which is identical with Hari)descends only on the tongue of that sincere devotee who hasdedicated himself fully for the service of Sri Krishna, andwho is serving Sri Krishna at every step, twenty-four hours aday. As such devotee is rarely to be found in this world,
 is also scarce. The conclusion is that when there is noactual , we cannot obtain actual benefit. (
 , by the fruit of any action, it’s causecan be ascertained). Srila Prabhupad has also said: “A stipendholder or a contractor cannot explain the SrimadBhagavatam. We should refrain from approaching theprofessional priest and first see whether he devotes his timefully to the Bhagavat or not.”
 Srila Saraswati Goswami Prabhupad often used theword to indicate that the Supreme Lord is beyondthe comprehension of the gross and subtle sense-organs ofthe conditioned souls. He has explained the etymologicalmeaning of the word in this way: “ refers to theOne Who reserves the right of not being exposed to humansenses—either gross or subtle (
 ” This is substantiated by evidence of the TaittiréyaUpaniçad:
 .
 Ultimate Reality is —absolute bliss. After
 hari-katha-kirtan hari-kirtan
 hari-katha
 hari-katha
 hari-katha
 hari-katha phalenaphalekäranaà anumiyate
 adhokñaja
 Adhoksaja
 adhaù kåtam indriyajajïänaàjena saù).
 raso vai saù, rasaà hyeväyaà labdhvänandé bhavati
 ko hyevänyät kaù präëyät yadeña äkäça änando na syät, eñahyevänandayati
 rasa
 one foreign devotee submitted the two following sayings ofSrila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Goswami, to encourage meto speak
 (1) “Narration of the glories of Hari is actual rest. Justthrough , all diligence and troubles will beeradicated. Any activity other than , evenfor a moment, actually shows aversion to SriKrishna. Great and elevated devotees and theirdevoted followers always narrate the glories of Haricompletely. Thus they speak about His name, form,attributes, realm and pastimes, and have no aptitudeto do anything else. Engaging in under allcircumstances with body, mind and speech certainlyleads to salvation ( ), even while living in thisbody.”
 (2) “To get deliverance from worldly entanglement andthe threefold afflictions, there is no other way, noother way, no other way except . Thosewho do not engage in will be utterlyruined. and are our onlyresorts. Those who have an intense eagerness toengage in them are our best friends.”
 Out of affection, many other devotees were givingpressure to speak less, so that no unwanted incident mayoccur. Some of the well-wishing devotees even advised me toespecially pray for the grace of my Most Revered Gurudevaon the occasion of His centennial function from 2003 till2005. Who is capable of imparting power to engage in thehighest form of bhakti— . As such I am takingshelter to the Lotusfeet of Gurudeva and other Guruvargas,to make me eligible to perform the highest for of devotion.
 Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami
 hari-katha.
 hari-kathahari-katha
 hari-kirtan
 mukti
 hari-kathahari-kirtan
 Hari-katha hari-kirtan
 hari-katha
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What teaching we are getting from this pastime of SriChaitanya Mahaprabhu? A realized emancipated soulcannot think of himself as competent or qualified inunderstanding the pastimes of the Supreme Lord. Realizedsouls are naturally humble because of their contact with theHighest Reality. Enslaved jivas or conditioned souls arealways in contact with the things of the world over whichthey can dominate. So vanity and egotism are natural tothem. Whenever anybody expressed his vanity in any form,he is not entitled to get the qualification of understanding theeternal transcendental pastimes of the Supreme Lord.
 Now the problem is: how will the neophytes startbhajan or speak , the highest form of devotion?Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Thakur has givenadvice in regard to this in his writings as well as his personallife. Whenever He started speaking , He first tookabsolute shelter to the preceptorial channel. He has said inHis teachings that the transcendental Reality can beunderstood only through hearing from a bona fide
 or ( ). He hasgiven emphasis on —to recapitulate whatwe have heard from the lips of bona fide withengrossment of mind. We conditioned souls, who aspire toget enhancement in devotion, are entitled to do :after intently hearing from a bona fide devotee toreproduce it, praying the grace of the Guru and theVaishnavas.
 In this context, I am endeavouring in a feeble way torecapitulate the instructive precepts of our Most ReveredGurudeva His Divine Grace Om Vishnupad Srila BhaktiDayita Madhav Goswami Maharaj, by going through Hiswritings as well as to the extent of my memory of hearing Hissermons.
 hari-katha
 hari-katha
 shuddhabhakta sadguru adhokñaja vastu sravaëaika vedya
 çrauta-väëi-kértanshuddha bhakta
 anukirtanhari-katha
 attaining absolute bliss, the spirit soul gets happiness. IfUltimate Reality would not have been , bliss-incarnate, who else could have demonstrated themanifestation of the body and the impetus of life in it? Hecertainly gives happiness to all. Here, Ultimate Reality isindicated as He, the masculine aspect of Godhead. Krishnahas emphatically said, “I am the only Master and Enjoyer.”Here ‘I’ and ‘He’ denote personality. This has also beensubstantiated in the Brahma Samhitä by the following verse:
 Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Thakurhas emphatically instructed to speak , but againHe Himself has imposed conditions of the qualities whichmust be in the speaker for being entitled to speak .His forceful words indicate that only realized emancipatedsouls can speak , and that no conditioned soul ofthis world is entitled to do so. So how to reconcile these twoemphatic instructions of Srila Saraswati Goswami Thakur?
 Chaitanya Mahaprabhu imposed the followingcondition to His personal associates at Sri ChandrashekharAcharya Bhavan at Sri Mayapur: ‘Only those who havecontrol over their sense-organs will be allowed to witness Mypastimes of dancing in the form of Lakshmi Devi’. All theprominent personal associates who were present at that timein the house of Chandrashekhar Acharya, like SriAdvaitacharya Prabhu, Srivas Pandit and others, expressedtheir regret that they were not entitled to see the dancing ofChaitanya Mahaprabhu in the form of Lakshmi Devi, as theyfelt they had no control over their sense-organs. On hearingthis, Chaitanya Mahaprabhu smiled and said that they allwould become ‘Mahayajneswar’ and there would be nodifficulty for them to see the pastimes.
 änandaswarüpa
 Éçvaraù paramaù kåñëaù sac-cid-änanda-vigrahaù,anädirädirgovindaù sarva-käraëa-käraëam.
 hari-katha
 hari-katha
 hari-katha
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in His representation in the first edition of the Gétä publishedfrom Book department of Sree Chaitanya Gaudiya Math, hasstated: “The empiricists according to their respective meritsand intellectual capacity have interpreted differently aboutthe significance of the Transcendental Holy Words of theSupreme Lord. The pride of the glory of their materialwisdom acquired by empiricism (by the process ofobservation and experiment) will never be able to rescuethem from the grip of nescience, and there is no possibility ofthe readers of their books to go beyond the domain ofmaterial realm and to reach the target of attaining actualtranscendental theological knowledge.”
 The synonym of the English word ‘logic’ of the Westis ‘Tarkaçästra’ or ‘Yuktividyä’, in India. They haveascertained two methods of attaining knowledge, whichhave their basis in reasoning: the inductive method anddeductive method. Whatever finite human beings with finiteintellect may ascertain, whether inductive or deductive, isactually in the domain of process of ascension, which inIndia is called Avarohaväda. Induction refers to inferring ofgeneral law from particular instances, while deduction refersto inferring of particular instance from general law. In hisbook Raja Vidya, His Divine Grace Tridandi Swami SrimadBhaktivedanta Swami Maharaj is writing: ‘There are twoprocesses for attaining knowledge: one is inductive and theother is deductive. The deductive method is considered to bemore perfect. We may take a premise such as, “All men aremortal,” and no one need discuss how man is mortal. It isgenerally accepted that this is the case. The deductiveconclusion is: “Mr. Johnson is a man; therefore Mr. Johnsonis mortal.” But how is the premise that all men are mortalarrived at? Followers of the inductive method wish to arriveat this premise through experiment and observations. Wemay thus study that this man died and that man died, etc.,
 Those who according to their respective eligibilityhave understood or realized the significance of the teachingsof the scriptures and the teachings of great saints, may bebroadly classified into two categories
 (1) Adhirohavadäçrayé or Adhyakçik
 (2) Avarohavadäçrayé or Çaraëägata
 The first regards the method of ascension orempiricism, while the second regards the method of descentor the process of unconditional surrender.
 The Supreme Lord is One as He is Absolute orInfinite. Everything is within Him and subservient to Him.He is Omnipotent, Omniscient, and Omnipresent. He isSaccidänanda, meaning all-Existence, all-Knowledge andall-Bliss. As He is the Cause of all causes and there is no causeof Him, He is self-effulgent. As per evidence of çvetaçvataraUpaniçad, the Supreme Lord is Nothing isequal to Him or more than Him. Therefore, the only way ofrealizing the Supreme Lord is by His grace. Grace descendsto a completely surrendered soul. As for example, the self-luminous sun can be seen only through its rays. In a likemanner, the self-effulgent Supreme Lord can be realizedthrough His grace. The teachings of the authentic scripturesand the teachings of realized personal associates of theSupreme Lord can be understood by their grace throughrevelation. His Divine Grace Tridandi Swami SrimadBhaktivedanta Swami Maharaj, founder of ISKCON, hasclarified this as follows: “When one is enlightened with theknowledge by which ignorance is destroyed, than hisknowledge reveals everything, as the sun lights upeverything in the daytime.” (Bhagavad Gétä 5.15.)
 Our most revered founder-president Srila Gurudeva,
 asamordha—
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licensed practitioners. Our knowledge of a subject cannot beperfectionalized unless we receive it through authoritativesources. This has been acknowledged in the Bhagavad Gita:
 “This knowledge is the king of education, the mostsecret of all secrets. It is the purest knowledge, and because itgives direct perception of the self by realization, it is theperfection of religion. It is everlasting, and it is joyfullyperformed.”
 An evidence in this regard can also be given fromÇrémad Bhägavatam. Bhagavan Väman Deva said toÇukräcärya, the renowned guru of demons: “Your discipleBali Maharaj is in difficulty, it will be befitting for you toperform yajïa for his benefit.” On hearing this, Çukräcäryasmiled and replied,
 Çrémad Bhägavatam 8.23.16
 “My disciple has seen you and you have graced himby setting your Holy Lotus Feet on his head. He hasperformed ‘Anusankirtan’, meaning that he has recapitulatedabout your Name, Form, Attributes, Pastimes, after hearingabout these from a bona fide . Where is thenecessity of performing ? By utterance ofyour Holy Name and glories, all defects in the utterance ofmantra and tantra (inversion of sequence) and sinisterinfluence of place, time and articles are removed.”
 means recapitulation of the glories of SupremeLord, heard through a bona fide preceptorial channel. Herealso a condition is imposed, that the hearing should be froma bona fide devotee, not from a professional singer.
 In order to establish how to sing the glories ofSupreme Lord Sri Krishna and how to perform
 mantratas tantrataç chidraà, deça-kälärha-vastutaùsarvaà karoti niçchidram, anusaìkértanaà tava
 shuddha-bhaktakarmakäëòa yajïa
 Anusankirtan
 Harinam
 and after seeing that so many men have died we mayconclude or generalize that all men are mortal, but there is amajor defect in this inductive method, and that is that ourexperience is limited. We may never have seen a man who isnot mortal, but we are judging this on our personalexperience, which is finite. Our senses have limited power,and there are so many defects in our conditional state. Theinductive process consequently is not always perfect,whereas the deductive process from a source of perfectknowledge is perfect. The Vedic process is such a process.’
 In India, there are disciplic successions coming fromRämänujäcärya, Madhväcärya, Nimbärka, Viñëusvämé andother great sages. The Vedic literatures are understoodthrough the superior spiritual masters. Arjuna understoodthe Bhagavad-gétä from Kåñëa, and if we wish to understandit, we have to understand it from Arjuna, not from any othersource. If we have any knowledge of Bhagavad-gétä, we haveto see how it tallies with the understanding of Arjuna. If weunderstand Bhagavad-gétä in the same way that Arjuna did,we should know that our understanding is correct. Thisshould be the criteria for our studying of the Bhagavad-gétä.If we actually want to receive benefit from the Bhagavad-gétä,we have to follow this principle. The Bhagavad-gétä is not anordinary book of knowledge which we can purchase fromthe market place, read and merely consult a dictionary tounderstand. This is not possible. If it were, Kåñëa wouldnever have told Arjuna that the science was lost. It is notdifficult to understand the necessity of going through thedisciplic succession to understand Bhagavad-gétä. If we wishto be a lawyer, an engineer or doctor, we have to receiveknowledge from the authoritative lawyers, engineers anddoctors. A new lawyer has to become an apprentice of anexperienced lawyer, or a young man studying to be a doctorhas to become an intern and work with those who are already
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his last and highest gift, Çrémad Bhägavatam, with thefollowing verse:
 Çrémad Bhägavatam 12.13.23
 “ I bow down to Supreme Lord Hari, the chanting ofWhose Name can eradicate the cause of all sins and takingshelter of whom can completely destroy all miseries.”
 The criterion to understand what we are to do andwhat we are not to do, is stated in the Padma Puräëa and isalso mentioned in Bhakti-rasämåta-sindhu, as well as in SréCaitanya Caritämåta (Madhya lélä 22.109):
 The devotional scriptural prescript is always toremember Vishnu and never to forget Him. There may behundreds of devotional forms. The purpose of the list ofdevotional forms, or positive assertions, is to rememberKrishna and the purpose of the list of prohibitions, ornegative assertions, is never to forget Krishna. Any actionwhich may not be in the list of prescribed devotional formsbut makes us remember Krishna is allowed, and any actionwhich may not be in the list of prohibitions but makes usforget Krishna is prohibited. The aspirant should carefullytry to understand the implication of the devotional scripturalevidence of Vaiñëava-cintämaëi, mentioned in Hari-bhakti-viläs—
 näma-saìkértanaà yasyasarva-päpa praëäçanam
 praëämo duùkha-çamanastaà namämi harià param
 smartavyaù satataà viñëur vismartavyo na jätucitsarve vidhi-niñedhäù syur etayor eva kiìkaräù
 without offence, it is necessary to remember the teachings ofauthentic scriptures. Srila Bhakti Siddhanta SaraswatiGoswami Thakur in His explanation of the first verse ofÇikñäñöaka, written by Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, has statedthat there are infinite forms of devotion, of which chanting ofthe Holy Name is the foremost. Nine principal devotionalforms are stated by Prahlad Maharaj in the seventh canto ofÇrémad Bhägavatam. Srila Rupa Goswami has given a list ofsixty-four kinds of principal devotional forms in his bookcalled Sré Bhakti-rasämåta-sindhu. Supreme Lord SriChaitanya Mahaprabhu has given the following fiveprincipal forms of devotion: Association of sadhus, chantingof the Holy Name, hearing of Çrémad Bhägavatam, dwellingin transcendental realm of Mathura Dham, and worship ofDeities with firm faith. Chaitanya Mahaprabhu hasemphatically said that out of these five forms of devotion,Nam-Sankirtan is the best.
 Sré Caitanya Caritämåta— Antya Léla 4.70-71
 “Nine forms of devotion are foremost amid alldevotional forms. Krishna has got immense power to bestowKrishna-prema. Again, Näma Sankértan is the best of allforms of devotion. One can get the highest wealth ofKrishna- by doing Harinam without offences.”
 The scriptural evidence of Båhad Näradéya Puräëagives triple emphasis that there is no other way exceptHarinam in Kaliyuga—
 ’. Krishna-dvaipayan Veda Vyas Muni has concluded
 bhajanera madhye çreñöha nava-vidhä bhakti‘kåñëa-prema’, ‘kåñëa’ dite dhare mahä-çaktitära madhye sarva-çreñöha näma-saìkértananiraparädhe näma laile päya prema-dhana
 prema
 ‘Harer näma harer näma harernämaiva kevalam, kalau nästy eva nästy eva nästy eva gatiranyathä
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speech is also required for Krishna-bhajan, I might not havejoined the institution. I became unbalanced on hearing thisdirect order from Most Revered Gurudeva. Due to spiritualobligation, I had to stand in the meeting and I wasincessantly praying for the grace of Nityananda Prabhu torescue me from this peril. I could remember the first hymnwritten by Srila Bhaktivinode Thakur in ‘Ñaraëägati’ andexplained that for 15 minutes. I was a bit astonished how Icould speak. After that Gurumaharaj used to order me onseveral occasions to speak in the meetings. To remove mydoubt, Gurumaharaj, said that aspirants of devotionalpractice should not have the aptitude to deliver speeches, butthey must do , meaning that they shouldrecapitulate what they had heard from Guru and Vaishnavas.The target of speaking should be for satisfaction of Krishnaand not for any other ulterior motive. Hari-kirtan is thehighest devotional form in Kaliyuga, which is confirmed bySrila Jiva Goswami:
 “Although practice of other devotional forms areproper in Kaliyuga, but it should be done with Kirtanbhakti.”
 One can speak about the glories of Sri Hari afterhearing from a bona fide devotee— . Withouthearing from a realized soul, nobody can properly perform
 . In the explanation of the verse of Gétä (4.34),
 , Srila Bhakti SiddhantaSaraswati Goswami Thakur has interpreted (or
 ) as follows: “ One who hears hari katha intentlyfrom shuddha bhakta, actually has submitted to Supreme
 hari-kirtan
 ‘yadyapi anyä bhaktiù kalau kartavyä tadä, kértanäkhya-bhakti-saàyogenaiva’
 ädau çravaëaà
 kirtan-bhaktitad viddhi praëipätena paripraçnena sevayä, upadekñyanti tejïänaà jïäninas tattva-darçinaù
 PraëipätÇaraëägati
 agha-cchit smaraëaà viñëorbahv-äyäsena sädhyate
 oñöha-spandana-mätreëakértanaà tu tato varam
 Kali-käle näma-rüpe kåñëa-avatära, näma haite haya sarva-jagat-nistära
 hari-katha
 “It is extremely difficult for conditioned souls toremember Vishnu, Who can eradicate all sins but by movingthe lips. Uttering the Holy Name is uttered it is supremelysuperior to the devotional practice of remembrance.” Thepurpose of remembrance will be well-served by uttering theHoly Name.
 “Krishna appears in the Form of ‘Name’ in Kaliyuga.The whole world will be rescued by Näma, the Holy Name.”
 Before I joined the institution, I had the impressionthat whatever I learnt in the schools and colleges should beexcluded or forgotten because all these teachings were formaterial benefit and had no connection with spiritualism. Infact, in my life in the family, I had no aptitude to speak tomany friends and to recite or speak in any meeting. I used tohear and did not speak. After joining the institution, I hadgreat interest in hearing from Most Revered SrilaGurudeva and Gurudeva used to take me with Himeverywhere at a stretch for a year and He wanted me to writeletters as per His dictation. By that I had the opportunity toknow many answers of the questions of the aspirants. Afterone year all of a sudden, He ordered me to speak in a meetingat ‘Sri Shyamananda Gaudiya Math’, in Midnapore (WestBengal). I was perturbed because I had no aptitude and nocapacity to speak in the meetings. I thought that deliveringspeech was not a qualification of worshipping Krishna. If Iwould have known earlier that the qualification of delivering
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the grace of guru, who can actually utter the Name ofKrishna.” According to Him, the Name and Named areidentical. In the third line, Saraswati Goswami Thakur writes
 , meaning: “I pray for the grace of GaurangaMahaprabhu, Whose (Form) is identical withKrishna- .” By these three expressions at thebeginning, Saraswati Goswami Thakur has explainedeverything. Hence submission to a bona fide guru or a bonafide signifies hearing of the glories of Krishnafrom them. We are to hear from such realized souls who canspeak . Others are not entitled to speak .
 According to Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, the ÇrémadBhägavatam is the quintessence of all scriptures and thehighest authentic scriptural evidence in support of Hismessage of All-embracing and All-accommodatingTranscendental Divine Love. Sri Krishna Dvaipayan VedaVyas Muni is universally regarded as Guru by all schools ofthought of Sanatan Dharma in India. He himself has stated inhis own writing Garuòa Puräëa:
 “Srimad Bhägavatam is the meaning of the BrahmaSütras. The significance of Mahäbhärata and the world-famous Gétä is to be understood in the light of SrémadBhägavatam. The Bhägavatam is the commentary of KämaGäyatré. The import of the teachings of the four Vedas isretained and expanded in Bhägavatam.”
 Devotees are also well acquainted with thebiography of Veda Vyas Muni in which he made the pastimesof not getting Eternal Bliss by expanding the Vedas, writingVedänta, the eighteen Puräëas, the Mahäbhärata and the
 Sré Kåñëa Saìkértana Vigraha Gauraëga Mähäprabhur jayahauk
 vigrahasankirtan
 shuddha bhakta
 hari-katha hari-katha
 artho ’yaà brahma-süträëäà bhäratärtha-vinirëayaù,gäyatré-bhäñya-rüpo ’sau vedärtha-paribåàhitaù’
 Lord Sri Hari.” Even in the highest Transcendental RealmGoloka Vrindavana, the foremost devotees ( ) relish thesweetness of the Name, Form, Attributes and Pastimes of SriKrishna, always afresh. Narration and also hearing of theglories of Sri Krishna never becomes stale. Thattranscendental sweetness of Sri Krishna always remainsafresh and new. Entrance to that Transcendental Realm isonly through hearing. Here in this world, sound is the finestelement, but in Transcendental Realm sound is the firstappearance of getting contact of the Transcendental Reality.That transcendental sound is designated as ,which is completely distinct from material sound. Soundemanating from material egos is material sound, but soundemanating from transcendental ego is transcendental sound.
 In the material sound of this world, sound and thething indicated by the sound are different. As for example, byuttering the word ‘water’, one cannot quench his thirst. The‘water’ word is different from ‘water’ thing. But inTranscendental Realm, Transcendental Sound is identicalwith Transcendental Reality. This Transcendental Sounddescends. Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Thakurin His explanation of the first verse of Çikñäñöaka, has writtenat the beginning of His writing— ‘Sré Kåñëa KértanäyaNamaù’. Worldly people cannot understand the implicationof these words. We can make obeisance to a person, how onecan bow down to ‘Kåñëa Kértana’? ‘Sré Kåñëäya Namaù’, ‘SréRämäya Namaù’, ‘Sré Näräyaëäya Namaù’ are easy tounderstand but ‘Sré Kåñëa Kértanäya Namaù’ seems to beabsurd. Here Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati GoswamiThakur indicates by His words that ‘Krishna Kirtan’ and‘Krishna’are both are identical. One who has this realizationis entitled to do Kåñëa-Näma. Just after that, in theexplanation of the above verse, He has written:
 , meaning: “I pray for
 gopis
 Çabda brahman
 Sré KåñëaSaìkértanakäré Gurudevera jaya hauk
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Bhägavatam from Suta Goswami. Here also the place selectedwas holy, calm and serene and there was pin-drop silence.Supreme Lord Sri Krishna in the form of Guru (BaladevaPrabhu) taught one lesson here. Lomaharshan SutaGoswami started speaking the Bhägavatam, but BaladevaPrabhu punished him for his vanity and replaced him by hisson Uggrasrava Suta Goswami.
 Sri Baladeva Prabhu has a direct connection with theliving beings of the cosmos. As such he has natural affectionfor all, especially for human beings who have been givendiscriminating power to understand good and bad, eternaland non-eternal. The human birth is befitting for worship ofSri Krishna. Baladeva Prabhu is the All-pervading Function-Holder of the Personal Godhead Sri Krishna, and also is thePrime Source of the All-embracing, All-pervading, All-extending Energy as depicted by Srila Saraswati GoswamiThakur. Sri Krishna in the Form of Baladeva Prabhu engagesthe conditioned souls in His service. A special excellentcharacteristic of Vishnu is that even if a person who is hostileto Divinity is killed by Vishnu, he will get deliverance. Out ofaffection, Baladeva Prabhu regulates and loves theconditioned souls of the universe. Baladeva Prabhu acceptsfive Forms: Maha Sankarshan, Karanabdhisayi Mahavishnu,Garbhodakshayi, Kshirodaksayi and Shesa. He has appearedas Nityananda Prabhu in Gaur-lila. So for worship of SriKrishna, the grace of Baladeva Prabhu /Nityananda Prabhu isessential.
 In our extensive previous aforesaid discussion, it hasbeen delineated by reasoning and authentic scripturalevidence that the Supreme Lord can only descend to acompletely bona fide surrendered soul. No conditioned soulcan know the glories of the Unchallengeable Truth by Hisown efforts through the process of ascension. Unsubmissive
 Bhagavad Gétä. He prayed for the grace of his gurudevaNarada Goswami and went to Badrinarayan, a historicalplace by the side of river Saraswati. Narada Goswamiappeared and advised him to sing the glories of SupremeLord Sri Krishna for His satisfaction. He taught Veda VyasMuni the ‘Catursloki Bhägavat’. By the grace of his Guru, thetranscendental glories of Sri Krishna were revealed in hisheart and he wrote Srémad Bhägavatam consisting of 12cantos and 18,000 verses, and received the highestobjective— Eternal Bliss.
 Veda Vyas Muni narrated the glories of Sri Krishnafirst to his disciple-son Sri Sukadeva Goswami. Actually, thefirst sitting of the Bhägavatam was at Badrinarayan, wherethe speaker was Veda Vyas Muni and listener was only one:Sukadeva Goswami. Badrinarayan is Vaikuntha Dham. Sothe place of speaking and hearing was holy and completelycalm and serene. The second sitting of the Bhägavatam was atSukartal by the side of the bank of the Ganges—still nowquiet and secluded. At Sukartal, the speaker was SukadevaGoswami and listeners were many prominentand kings of India. There was pin-drop silence. Nodisturbance of the hubbub of the worldly people. ParikshitMaharaj, being cursed by a Brahmin, went to Sukartal to getadvice of the . The sages advised different paths.Parikshit Maharaj was puzzled and took shelter to SupremeLord Sri Krishna to show him the actual path for eternalwelfare. Subsequently, Sukadeva Goswami set his holyfootprints there and advised him to only hearBhägavatam—Krishna-katha. Parikshit Maharaj wasattracted by his spiritual personality, heard him for sevendays continuously, without taking food, water and rest. Wehave to carefully note about the selection of the place for
 . The third and last sitting of the Bhägavatam wasat Naimisaranya, where sixty thousand rishis heard the
 rishi-munis
 rishi-munis
 hari-katha
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and therefore hampers unrestrained outpouring of thoughtsand affection. A servant can speak much more than theindifferent and unconcerned person. Whereas a bosomfriend can have entrance into the secret thoughts ofRambabu because of reliance. The friend can know the innerheart and speak about it. Parental love is even more intensethan a friendship relation. Especially the mother rears up thechild, so her affection for the child is great. She knows manymore secret matters of the child than a friend, she evenknows any kind of private bodily defects which are notknown to others. The mother always thinks of the child asincompetent and inferior, so her intensity of love is muchmore than a friend. Inspite of this tremendous affection,there exists a kind of reservation of heart between parentsand child, even between mother and child. Intensity of lovebetween a chaste wife and a chaste husband is the highest,because no portion of the heart of the chaste wife isconcealed from her husband and vice versa. The chaste wife’sservice is unrestricted. She serves with all her sense-organs.As the chaste wife dedicates herself totally for the service ofher husband, the chaste husband is compelled to dedicatehimself fully for his devoted wife. This is natural. This hasbeen corroborated by scriptural evidence:–
 Srémad Bhägavatm 9.4.66
 Supreme Lord Narayana spoke to Durvasa Rishi,“Sadhus, who have one-pointed devotion to Me, have equalvision to all. As a chaste wife by her desireless pure lovesubdues her chaste husband, a pure devotee by his causelessdevotion subdues Me.”
 mayi nirbaddha-hådayäùsädhavaù sama-darçanäù
 vaçe kurvanti mäà bhaktyäsat-striyaù sat-patià yathä
 strivers can know nothing about the Supreme Lord andtherefore they are incompetent to speak . I musttherefore try to recapitulate whatever I heard from my MostRevered Gurudeva for my own spiritual benefit.Gurumaharaj often used to say that one who knows Krishna(or perceives Krishna by realization) can speak about Him.How can one who has no realization of Krishna speak aboutHim? As the Supreme Lord is Absolute, His glories areinfinite. His transcendental glories will be revealed to thehearts of the bona fide votaries according to the degrees ofsubmission. Degrees of submission to God are ad-infinitum,so revelations of the glories of Divinity will also be adinfinitum. No votary can sing the glories of Supreme Lordcompletely. Realization of the incompleteness of thenarration of the glories of Sri Krishna will always exist in theheart of a bona fide votary. A sincere devotee will alwayshave the taste of the sweetness of Sri Krishna afresh, it willnever become stale. Devotees, according to their degrees ofdevotion or submission will be entitled to speak to thatextent about the glories, Name, Form, Attributes, PersonalAssociates and Pastimes of Sri Krishna. Our Most ReveredGurudeva used to give a simple instance for clarification ofunderstanding. There is a person bearing a particular name,say ‘Rambabu’. The person who has never seen him, nevercome in contact with him, cannot speak anything about him.The person who has seen him externally, he can speak tosome extent about external denominations, like hisappearance, his dress and the like. But the person who hascome closer to him by way of a master-servant relation willbe able to speak about him much more than the person whohas seen him from a distance. But between master andservant, due to gravity of reverence the relation is such thatboth cannot exchange their hearts freely. Love in thisrelation is restricted by inferiority and superiority complex,
 hari-katha
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grief is inevitable. When the spirit soul does not want toserve Krishna in delightful friendship relation, he will behurled down in this world and get a non-eternal friendshiprelation. When he does not want to love Krishna as son, hewill get a non-eternal son. Lastly, when he does not want toserve Krishna as husband, he will get a non-eternalconsorthood of love in the material world. As muchattachment we shall have for non-eternal relations, so muchwill be the separation grief.
 As per degree of dedication to Supreme Lord SriKrishna and His personal associates, so much will be therevelation of the transcendental sweet glories of Sri Krishnaand His associates in the hearts of the bona fide devotees.Unsubmissive non-devotees have absolutely no jurisdictionto enter into it. This has been amply discussed earlier. Ourmost revered Gurudeva, occasionally used to say in hissermons: “There is disparity in the degrees of dedicationamongst devotees. Therefore there exist so much degrees ofrevelation of the glories of the Divinity. Dhruva and Prahladboth perceived God by realization. But Prahlad’s realizationof Divinity is superior to Dhruva’s realization. Dhruva’sdevotion was at first actuated by desire to get more propertythan his father, but after seeing Näräyaëa, Dhruva’s desire forgetting more property than his father disappeared. Prahlad’sdevotion however was without any material motive from thebeginning. As Prahlad’s dedication is more than Dhruva’s,his attainment or realization of Divinity is superior toDhruva. Again, Prahlad and Hanuman both are bona fidedevotees. But Hanuman’s dedication is supremely superiorto Prahlad because Prahlad had no scope to get opportunityto devote himself to serve his object of worship SriNarasimha Deva directly, because of the hostileenvironment. He could only engage in(practice of meditation). Hanuman however had the scope of
 smaran bhakti
 This world is the perverted reflection of the HighestTranscendental Spiritual Realm— Sri Goloka Vrindavana.All actual delightful love-relations exist with Supreme LordSri Krishna in Goloka Vrindavana. That which is the highestin the Transcendental Spiritual Realm, is the lowest here andthat which is the lowest in Goloka Vrindavana, is the highestin this world. This world is the outcome of the Lord’smaterial energy consisting of three primal qualities—Sattvaù, Rajaù and Tamaù. The reflection of theTranscendental Realm in this material world is reverse. Anillustration can be given here for convenience ofunderstanding. The reflected form of a tree which is near apond is observed upside-down. In a like manner, theTranscendental Realm when reflected in the material energyis seen as reverse.
 The soul is a minute particle of consciousness.Having the qualities of thinking, feeling and willing, the soulis an eternal servant of Supreme Lord Sri Krishna. Theconditioned soul has three aspects: the gross physical body,the subtle astral body and the real self. The Gross body iscomposed of earth, water, fire, air and ether and the subtlebody consists of mind, intelligence and perverted ego. Thesetwo bodies are the outcome of the material energy (potency) of Supreme Lord Sri Krishna, and the real self is theoutcome of the superior energy ( potency, according tothe scriptural evidence of the Gétä. Sri Krishna is the ownerof the material energy and the superior energy. He is thus theowner of the gross body, the subtle body as well as the soul.As my energy remains for me and serves me, likewise theLord’s energy or parts of His energy will remain for Him andserve Him. When the conditioned spirit-soul, by the misuseof his relative independence, becomes averse to Sri Krishnaand does not want to serve Him, he gets a non-eternalrelation of master and servant in this world where separation
 apara
 para
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‘How can I say how dear a devotee is to Me? Even myson Brahma, who originated from Me, is not as dear to Me asMy devotee.’ On hearing this, Uddhav was astonished andperplexed. Sri Krishna again reiterated, “O Uddhav, why areyou so stupefied? Even Shiva, who has emerged from Me, isnot so dear to Me as a devotee. Don’t be bewildered, even Mybrother Baladeva, My consort Lakshmi Devi, or my Own Selfare not so much attractive to Me than the attraction of thepure devotion of a pure devotee.” Uddhav wasthunderstruck on hearing this and asked, “Who is thatdevotee?” Sri Krishna said smiling, “O Uddhav, you are mydearest and none else.”
 Uddhav was happy on hearing Sri Krishna’s highimpression about him and a sense of pride appeared in hismind. One special characteristic nature of Supreme Lord isto humble anybody’s pride or self-esteem. Understandingthe inner thought of Uddhav, Sri Krishna politely divulgedHis heart’s desire to Sri Uddhav in this way: “There are somedevotees affectionately inclined to Me in Sri Vrajadham. Myparents, the (milkmen) and (milkwomen), havebeen spending their time with grief due to their longseparation from Me. You should go there soon to consolethem by giving them the news of my well-being.”Submissively obeying the order of Sri Krishna, Sri Uddhavdeparted from Dwaraka by chariot and reached SriVrajadham in the evening. At that time cows were returningfrom the grazing ground, and by the treading of the cows thearea was enveloped with dust. The could not see thechariot, but by their singing of the glories of Sri Balaram andSri Krishna and lighting of lamps in the evening,Vrajadham’s blooming sweetness was manifested.
 On his arrival at Sri Vrajadham, Sri Uddhav firstcame in contact with Sri Nanda Maharaj at Nanda-Bhavan.
 gopas gopis
 gopis
 carrying out the orders of his beloved eternal Master SriRamchandra and to serve Him in various ways. Hanumanhad the opportunity to devote his intellect, mind, words andsense-organs for the service of Sri Ramchandra, whilePrahlad had no such scope. Hence Hanuman’s dedication orcontact with Sri Ramchandra is definitely much more thanPrahlad. So Hanuman’s attainment of Divinity is higher thanPrahlad’s. Further, if it is considered without prejudice, thePandava’s (especially Arjuna’s) domination and control overtheir object of worship Sri Krishna is definitely superior toHanuman’s. Hanuman can never imagine that he can directhis Eternal Master, but Arjuna ordered Krishna to place thechariot in the middle of the two warring groups so that hecould see the warriors of the rival opponents. The SupremeLord, being subdued by the devotion of Arjuna, servesArjuna as a driver. Therefore Arjuna’s attainment of SriKrishna is definitely more than Hanuman.
 Sri Krishna made the pastimes of being born in the‘Yadu dynasty’ or ‘Yadav family’. The Yadavas are closelyconnected with Sri Krishna and unhesitatingly sport withHim like playmates, climbing up and down each others backand shoulder. Due to the unrestricted mixing with SriKrishna they are more fortunate and blessed than otherdevotees like the Pandavas. Amongst the Yadavas, Uddhav isforemost. Uddhav Maharaj is the disciple of Brihaspati,chief-advisor of the Yadavas and dearest bosom friend of SriKrishna.
 In reply to the question of Uddhav how dear adevotee is to Him, Sri Krishna’s stated:
 Çrémad-Bhägavatam 11.14.15
 na tathä me priyatama ätma-yonir na çaìkaraùna ca saìkarñaëo na çrér naivätmä ca yathä bhavän
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‘Such affectionately inclined sagacity is revealed inyou for Narayana-Krishna, Who is Guru of the wholeuniverse. Therefore both of you have become the mostrevered of all living beings, and are the object of worship forall.’
 That whole night Nanda Maharaj and Uddhav spentwith Krishna-katha. When next morning after sunrise the
 saw a chariot at the gate of Vraja, they became panicky,thinking it to be Akrur’s chariot. As the complexion, yellowloin cloth, lotus eyes and figure of Krishna and Uddhav werecompletely identical, the thought Krishna had come.Being overwhelmed with joy they immediately reported thisgood news to the foremost , Srimati Radhika. Radhikaremoved their wrong notion by saying, “If Krishna wouldhave come, various symptoms would have been manifestedin me. I think some great devotee of Krishna has come, and Ihave the aptitude to adore him as a devotee.” Later on afterinquiry, the understood that Uddhav had come fromDwaraka as per direction of Krishna.
 The directly approached Sri Uddhav andrequested him to go with them to a secluded place, far awayfrom Nandagram, so that they could speak to him withoutany hesitation. They wanted to avoid any outburst of theirlong suppressed separation grief for Krishna before thesenior and . Uddhav agreed to their proposal andwent to a secluded forest, well known amongst devotees as‘Uddhav-Kewari’ or ‘Uddho-Kriya’. All the surroundedUddhav and divulged their tremendous agony for their longestrangement from Krishna with appalling eyes, speaking tohim in plaintive voices and with heartrending words. Uponseeing the extreme separation grief of the , who weredeliriously singing the glories of Krishna with sweet voices,Uddhav was utterly stupefied by the unfathomable deep love
 gopis
 gopis
 gopi
 gopis
 gopis
 gopas gopis
 gopis
 gopis
 Sri Nanda Maharaj received Sri Uddhav cordially,understanding him as non-different from Väsudev-Kåñëa.He entertained him sumptuously with good dishes. Afterthat both went to bed to sleep in the night, lying down side byside. Nanda Maharaj had the opportunity to speak his heartto Uddhav. Actually there was an outburst of intense griefdue to the long separation from his beloved child Krishna,and he was profusely weeping all the time. He expressed hisperturbation of heart in this way— “O Uddhav! I am veryanxious to know the well-being of Sri Vasudev, Sri DevakiDevi and their son Krishna, and whether Krishna remembersus, His playmates, His bosom friends, Gokul Mahaban andGiriraj Govardhan. We feel horripilated by thinking howKrishna saved us from awful calamities such as a forest-fire,storms, inundation, many dreadful demons. We becomenonplussed when we see the sweet footprints of Krishnaeverywhere in Vrajamandal. As Krishna and Balaram arechildren, we become motionless by thinking how they couldfight against the evil king Kamsa, the formidable wrestlersChanur and Mustik and the dreadful gigantic mad elephantKabalayapir. Now we sometimes feel what Sri Garga Rishihas said, that the Supreme Lord has appeared as Krishna andBalaram, may be true.” Nanda Maharaj’s voice was chokedand he could not speak. Tears were flowing down from hiseyes and milk was oozing out from the breasts of motherYashoda Devi out of tremendous affection for the childKrishna. Uddhav was overwhelmed with delight by seeingthe extraordinary parental affection of Nanda andYashoda.Uddhav narrates the glories of Nanda Maharaj with thesewords—
 Çrémad-Bhägavatam 10.46.30
 yuväà çläghyatamau nünaà dehinämihamänadanäräyaëe ’khila-gurau yatkåtä matirédåçé
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In conclusion, it will be inspiring if we canremember the inconceivable wonderful love for Krishna ofthe stated briefly as follows. Our revered spiritualmasters used to narrate one topic as an illustration tounderstand the highest pre-eminence of the . Once, SriKrishna displayed the pastime of having a severe headache inHis palace at Dwaraka. At that time Sri Narada Muni came tomeet Krishna and was perplexed to hear about His headache.Narada never heard of such a thing before and was at a loss toascertain what to do. Witnessing restlessness of his belovedMaster, Narad asked Krishna, “O beloved Master, You arethe Supreme Lord, You are omniscient, so please tell me theremedy of the disease of Your headache.” Krishna replied,“There is one panacea for getting recovery from thisheadache. If you can bring the dust of the feet of a devoteeand apply that to my head, I shall be cured.”
 Narada Muni was contemplating, ‘I am a devotee,but how can I give the dust of my feet on the head of my MostRevered Supreme Lord. If I do this, I shall go to inferno.’Thus he went to Satyabhama, Rukmini and the other sixteenthousand one hundred six consorts of Krishna to ask for thedust of their feet. However, no queen of Krishna agreed togive the dust of their feet. How can a chaste wife allow thedust of her feet to be applied to the head of her object ofworship, her husband? They all chastised Narada for thisimpossible proposal. When Narada, with frustration ofheart, returned to the palace to meet Sri Krishna, Krishnamade the pastimes of being more restless. Seeing this Naradabecame confounded. To console Narada, Krishna said, “ONarada, there are some devotees in Vrajadham, who havelove for me. If you go there and ask for foot-dust, they willgive you. Don’t be worried.”
 When Narada reached Vrajadham on Krishna´s
 gopis,
 gopis
 of the . He then submitted his prayer to be born as herb,shrub or creeper and thus be blessed with the dust of thelotus feet of :
 Çrémad-Bhägavatam 10.47.61
 “Alas! May I have the good fortune to be born inVrindavana Dham as shrub, creeper or herb, which areblessed with the opportunity of serving the lotus feet of themost sanctified . The have renounced theirbeloved kinsmen, who are difficult to be disowned, and theyeven abandoned the virtuous path as enjoined by the Vedas,for the sake of worshipping the lotus feet of Mukunda, whichare cherished by emancipated saints.”
 Çrémad-Bhägavatam 10.47.63
 Uddhav Maharaj, being thoroughly moved by theunblemished perfect devotion of the , has sung inadoration: “I continuously narrate the glories of the dustparticles of the lotus feet of the , (I have no audacity tosing about the glories of the lotus feet of the milkwomen ofVrajadham, I can only sing about the glories of the devoteesblessed by the , i.e., the dust particles of their own lotusfeet), because their can sanctify the three worlds.”The purport of this verse is that the and their ownpersonal associates have dedicated themselves completely toSri Krishna and His entourage, and as such they actuallyknow the glories of Sri Radha-Krishna and can speak aboutThem.
 gopis
 gopis
 äsämaho caraëa-reëu-juñämahaà syäàvåndävane kimapi gulma-latauñadhénäm
 yä dustyajaà sva-janam ärya-pathaàca hitväbhejur mukunda-padavéà çrutibhirvimågyäm
 gopis gopis
 vande nanda-vraja-stréëäà päda-reëum abhékñëaçaùyäsäà hari-kathodgétaà punäti bhuvana-trayam
 gopis
 gopis
 gopishari-katha
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Vaishnav AparadhOffence committed to Vaishnavas
 Two devotees of Barasat (Calcutta) recently revealedtheir mental agony to the revered President Acharya of theSri Chaitanya Gaudiya Math, after having gone throughsome harmful and heart-rending writings. In the book underdiscussion, there were instants of vilification of our SikshaGurus?prominent and dear personal associates ofNityalilapravishta Srila Bhakti Siddhanta SaraswatiGoswami Thakur. This vilification is extremely detrimentalto the eternal devotional welfare of the votaries. As thepurpose of their appeal, the devotees stated that they found itto be necessary to take immediate steps and to raise anobjection to such trend of thought, for the eternal benefit ofall sincere aspirants on the path of pure devotion. Underthese circumstances, I shall try to remember the authenticscriptural instructions as taught by our Guruvarga, in orderto purify my mind for the attainment of eternal devotionalwelfare—the objective as directed by Sri ChaitanyaMahaprabhu.
 It will be relevant here to quote a terse saying fromSrila Krishna Das Kaviraj Goswami’s own writing, ‘SriChaitanya Charitamrita’, regarding Sri Raghunath BhattaGoswami, a personal associate of Sri ChaitanyaMahaprabhu, who was one of the prominent six Goswamisand the son of Sri Tapan Misra of East Bengal.
 grämya-värtä nä çune, nä kahe jihväyakåñëa-kathä-püjädite añöa-prahara yäya
 vaiñëavera nindya-karma nähi päòe käëesabe kåñëa bhajana kare,——ei-mätra jäne
 Sri Chaitanya Charitamrita, Antya, 13/132-133
 advice, all of Krishna’s personal associates surrounded himwith eagerness to know about the well-being of Krishna.Perceiving the extreme anxiety and worries of the ,Narada remained silent. After being repeatedly asked,Narada finally said: “Krishna had serious headache.” Onhearing this some of the fainted. Some other saidwith great regret: “When Krishna is ill, why have you comehere leaving Him behind?” Then Narada replied that Krishnaassured him that if he could get the dust of the feet of adevotee to be put on His head, Krishna would recover fromHis headache. The immediately retorted and said, “ONaradji, you are a devotee, you could have given the dust ofyour feet, and there were so many queens in Dwaraka, theycould have given.” Narada said, “How can a servant put thedust of his feet on the head of his Master? How can the wivesof Krishna put the dust of their feet on the head of theirrespected husband?” The were irritated by Narada’sreply and said: “Ah! So long you have given trouble toKrishna unnecessarily. You can take dust of our feet as muchas you want and immediately go there to put it on the head ofSri Krishna. If by our foot-dust Krishna gets relief, we areready to embrace the condemnation of hell for eternity.”
 This, then, is the extraordinary specialty of. The do not consider their own difficulty, but
 want the satisfaction of Krishna alone.
 gopis
 gopis gopis
 gopis
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 gopi-prema gopis
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ruined by his contempt.”
 The actual perception of a topmost Vaishnava is thatall are worshipping Krishna, either with a direct relation oran indirect relation, but that he himself is not worshippingproperly. This sort of humbleness exists in him always. Theconception of an egoistic aspirant with ulterior desires is justthe reverse. He thinks only he is sincerely worshipping,while others are not. He has this false vanity due to theinfluence of nescience, and as a result he is committingoffence to Vaishnavas in the name of (worship ofGod).
 sarva-bhüteñu yaù paçyed bhagavad-bhävam ätmanaùbhütäni bhagavaty ätmany eña bhägavatottamaù
 Srimad Bhagavatam 11/2/45
 ‘He is certainly the highest Bhagavat (sincerest truedevotee), who perceives the appearance of his object ofworship (God) in every living being (or his all-pervadingdivine service mood in all beings) and the existence of allliving beings in his beloved Lord.’
 sthävara-jaìgama dekhe, nä dekhe tära mürtisarvatra sphuraye tära iñöa-deva-mürti
 (Päöhäntar)— sarvatra haya tära iñöa-deva-sphürtiSri Chaitanya Charitamrita, Madhya, 8/273
 ‘Transcendental Divine Love of realized devotees issuch that whatever they behold, whether immobile objectsor mobile living beings, they see the manifestation of thedivine relation of Krishna everywhere, without seeing theiroutside external forms.’
 vaiñëavera guëa-grähé, nä dekhaye doña,käya-mano-väkye kare vaiñëava-santoña
 Sri Chaitanya Charitamrita, Adi, 8/62
 Haribhajan
 It is to be understood that Sri Raghunath BhattaGoswami never heared or spoke , which SrilaBhakti Vinode Thakur has explained as follows. (vide SriChaitanya Charitamrita, 6/236). denotes domesticmarried family life, in which one always thinks about non-eternal relations towards wife and children. It also denotesmaterial benefits. Gossiping about such worldly maritalrelations or material benefits is called . It is notbefitting for an anchorite or a Vaishnava to engage in this.
 Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Thakurhas elaborated on this in the first two verses of hiscommentary on Upadeshamrita, written by Srila RupaGoswami. There he mentions that any discussion except for
 is fruitless idle talk. The desire for engaging one’swords only for the satisfaction of Supreme Lord Sri Krishnawill positively stop the speaking of idle words. Sri RaghunathBhatta Goswami engaged his whole time everyday inspeaking about and worshipping Krishna. In hiscommentary, Srila Saraswati Thakur has stated thus: “Twocategories of condemnable actions, namely that action bywhich one loses the qualification as a Vaishnava (i.e.aversion to worship Krishna) and illicit connection withwomen, are quite reverse to pure Vaishnavism. It is the dutyof a Vaishnav-acharya to try his best to protect Vaishnavaswho have taken his shelter, so that they can be rescued fromthe above two abominable practices. Sri Raghunath BhattaGoswami did not play the pastimes of aVaishnava (the second higher stage of a Vaishnava), ofrescuing conditioned souls who have no faith and are ofabominable character. Sri Raghunath Bhatta Goswami is aVaishnava of the highest order, or Bhagavat, becausehe sees that all are worshipping Krishna. Whether personsaccept it or not accept it, all are eternal servants of SupremeLord Sri Krishna. If anybody does not admit this, he will be
 gramyavarta
 Gramya
 gramyavarta
 Harikatha
 madhyam-adhikari
 uttam

Page 21
                        

possibility of their coming in contact with them.
 The Gaudiya Sampradaya is also known as NarottamParivar. It is therefore relevant to go through the teachings ofSrila Narottam Thakur. He has written in his collection ofprayers called prarthana
 ki rüpe päibo sevä müé duräcäraçré-gurü-vaiñëave rati nä haila ämära
 açeña mäyäte mana magana hailavaiñëavete leçamätra rati nä janmila
 “As I am indulging in abominable practices, howcan I get the service of Sri Guru and the Vaishnavas andintent absorption of mind to them. I am submerged in theboundless ocean of Maya, the Lord’s illusory energy. I do nothave an iota of love for the Vaishnavas.” Srila NarottamThakur has indicated here that the person who has got nocapacity to understand the superiority of a Vaishnava orGuru, is condemned as abominable in nature and is anenslaved jiva. There is no possibility for these persons tocome in contact with the Guru and the Vaishnava due to theabsence of understanding their superiority. One whoconsiders himself as superior, always perceives othersinferior to him. As such he will always be in contact withmaterial things which are devoid of eternity, knowledge andbliss. Only a fortunate person who has previous impressionsof eternal good deeds, can get the association of puredevotees or bonafide .
 The Lord’s grace always comes through a puredevotee. Our most revered Gurudeva used to say: “Bhagavan iscertainly gracious to the person who is graced by His devotee.”
 :
 sadhus
 Pandit Haridas, disciple of Sri Ananta Acharya(disciple of Sri Gadadhar Pandit Goswami), is themunificient and love-incarnate form of Krishna and is also adescent of Sudevi (one of the dearest eight sakhis) alwayssees qualities in Vaishnavas and never their defects. His life iscompletely dedicated to the service of Vaishnavas by body,mind and words.
 One blessed devotee has written the extraordinaryglories of Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Thakur.The hymn written by him is adored by all disciples of SrilaBhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Thakur. The hymnreads as follows: ‘I have heard from the lotus lips of the saintsand the Guru that conditioned souls can be rescued bysinging the glories of vaishnavas.’ His human life issuccessful if he can realize the significance of the above pithysaying. Vaishnav creed is ‘Paramhansa Dharma’.
 The Srimad Bhagavatam is the holiest amongst allthe eighteen ancient Puranas written by Sri KrishnaDavipayan Veda Vyas Muni. The Bhagavat is adored by allVaishnavas, because pure spiritual knowledge is narrated inthere. A swan has the capacity to extract milk from a mixtureof milk and water. As a Vaishnav is considered to be a
 , (the best amongst all swans), he can extract theessential good qualities of persons by giving up theirunnecessary worthless faults. Conditioned souls on theother hand, being enveloped by the three primal qualities ofthe illusory energy of Supreme Lord ( , and
 ), have got no capacity to see good qualities. They onlysee defects. As long as they are not competent to understandthe superiority of the Vaishnav or the Guru, there is no
 çrémad-bhägavataà puräëam amalaà yad vaiñëavänäà priyaàyasmin päramahaàsyam ekam amalaà jïänaà paraà géyate
 Srimad Bhagavatam 12/13/18
 paramhamsa
 sattva rajahtamah
 *Madhukari :— Rice, wheat, food articles collected by begging fromdoor to door like the bee gathering honey from flower to flower.
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“You have taken heaps of rice in Govardhan Puja. Incomparison to that it is only a morsel of rice. You are God, Iam only an insignificant contemptible . Kindly accept amorsel of ‘Madhukari’*.” Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu smiledupon hearing this and took His seat to eat. Bhattacharyacheerfully offered Jagannath Prasad. At that time Amogh, thedignified yet critical son-in-law of Bhattacharya, came therewith the desire to see Mahaprabhu eating, but could notenter because Bhattacharya was guarding the gate with stick.When Bhattacharya’s attention was diverted for offering
 Amogh entered, and started criticizing after seeingheaps of rice with the remark: “Ten persons can appeasetheir hunger with this food, so why only one istaking so much?” On hearing this Bhattacharya turned hisface and saw Amogh. Being apprehended, Amogh fled.Bhattacharya hastily rushed to beat Amogh but could notcatch him.
 Vasudeva Sarvabhaum and his wife became verymuch disappointed and dejected on hearing the vilificationof Mahaprabhu by their son-in-law. The mother of Sathi,while slapping on her head and chest, said: “Let my daughterbecome a widow.” Srila Bhakti Siddhanta SaraswatiGoswami Thakur in his commentary explained in detail thesevere consequences of vilification of Vaishnavas withevidence of authentic scriptures. On seeing the dejection ofVasudeva Sarvabhaum and his wife, Chaitanya Mahaprabhupacified them and then completed taking . VasudevaSarvabhaum and his wife submitted to the Lotus Feet ofMahaprabhu and prayed to Him to forgive them. Amogh fledand remained confined in a secret place that night. He had anattack of Cholera next day and was bedridden. SarvabhaumBhattacharya was pleased to hear about the evil consequenceof . Amogh was on the verge of death. Bhattacharyauttered two verses from Mahabharata and the Bhagavatam as
 jiva
 prasad
 sannyasi
 prasad
 aparadh
 ahaà bhakta-parädhéno hy asvatantra iva dvijasädhubhir grasta-hådayo bhaktair bhakta-jana-priyaù
 Srimad Bhagavatam 9/4/63
 Supreme Lord Narayana said to Durvasa Rishi, “I amsubjugated by my devotee. Although I am completelyindependent, O twice born Brahmin, I have becomedependent on my by his devotion. Devout saints haveconquered and occupied my heart completely. And personsrelated to my devotees are also dear to Me.”
 There is no doubt the is dear to Bhagavan, foreven the relations of a are also dear to Him. Theperson who possesses actual devotion to Srila SaraswatiGoswami Thakur will certainly have love for his ownpersonal associates. Pure devotees have natural love andrespect to those who are serving Guru-Vaishnav-Bhagavanas per direction of the personal associates of Srila BhaktiSiddhanta Saraswati Goswami Thakur. In this context,Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s pastimes and teachings as narratedin Sri Chaitanya Charitamrita should be especially pursued.Srila Krishna Das Kaviraj Goswami has elaborately narratedabout this in the Sri Chaitanya Charitamrita, Madhya Lila,Chapter 15.
 Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, being cordially invitedby Vasudeva Sarvabhauma, set His holy footprints at Hishouse and displayed the wonderful pastimes of honoringvarious good preparations of food offered to Sri Krishna. Thewife of Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya cooked the food.Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya’s daughter’s name is ‘Sathi’ andhis son-in-law is ‘Sri Amogh’. Sri Amogh had the nature ofvilifying others.
 Vasudeva Sarvabhaum’s submission of prayer to SriChaitanya Mahaprabhu— Chaitanya Charitamrita, Madhya,15/242-250:—
 bhakta
 bhaktabhakta
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Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu smiled on seeing theunusual strange divine ecstatic feelings of Amogh. Out ofextreme repentance for the offence committed by him,Amogh slapped his cheeks again and again. Sri ChaitanyaMahaprabhu assured that due to His relation withSarvabhaum Bhattacharya, Amogh also deserved to get Hiscompassion.
 särvabhauma-gåhe däsa-däsé, ye kukkuraseha mora priya, anya jana rahu düra
 Sri Chaitanya Charitamrita, Madhya, 15/284
 “Sarvabhaum is so dear to me that even his servant,maid servant and dog of his house are also dear to me, not tospeak of any other relation.”
 Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Thakurhas stated in his commentary of the above mentionedevidence: “Amogh committed offence by censuring SriChaitanya Mahaprabhu. He was attacked with the disease ofCholera due to his offence and was about to die. Amoghcould not get the scope of removing his offence as he wasseverely bedridden. Sarvabhaum Bhattacharya and his wifewere very dear to Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Due to that closerelation, He forgave the offence of Amogh, and withoutpunishing rescued him from death and bestowed KrishnaBhakti. Sarvabhaum’s wife had deep love for Sri ChaitanyaMahaprabhu. As Amogh was related with SarvabhaumBhattacharya as his son-in-law, he was an object of affectionand love. If Amogh is not forgiven for his offence, indirectlyit will be considered a kind of punishment to VasudevaSarvabhaum and his wife, because they will grief to see ifsomething bad is happening to a person they love. For thisreason, by forgiving him Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu hasmanifested His Super-Excellence, Super-Gravity and Super-Munificence.
 evidence:—
 äyuù çriyaà yaço dharma lokän äçiña eva cahanti çreyäàsi sarväëi puàso mahad-atikramaù
 Srimad Bhagavatam 10/4/46
 Lifetime, wealth, fame, righteousness, benefits herein this world and also hereafter in higher worlds,benediction— all virtues and well-beings of human beingsare destroyed by transgression of great saints.
 sahaje nirmala ei ‘brähmaëa’-hådayakåñëera vasite ei yogya-sthäna haya‘mätsarya’-caëòäla kene ihäì vasäileparama pavitra sthäna apavitra kaile
 ***
 uöhaha, amogha, tumi lao kåñëa-nämaacire tomäre kåpä karibe bhagavän
 çuni’ ‘kåñëa’ ‘kåñëa’ bali’ amogha uöhiläpremonmäde matta haïä näcite lägilä
 Sri Chaitanya Charitamrita, Madhya, 15/274-275, 277-278
 On hearing from Gopinath Acharya (the brother-in-law of Vasudeva Sarvabhaum) that Vasudeva Sarvabhaum andhis wife had abstained from taking food and that their son-in-law Amogh was on death-bed, Chaitanya Mahaprabhu rushedto the house of Bhattacharya, and while touching the chest ofAmogh said: “A Brahmin’s heart is naturally sacred, as it is thefit place for Krishna’s abode. Why have you imbibed in yourheart this most abominable malice, and thereby spoiled yourpure heart? O Amogh, rise and chant the Holy Name Krishna.All obstacles will be removed.” On hearing this, Amogh arose,and while uttering the holy Name of Krishna started dancingengrossed in ecstasy.
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abominable practices are to be condemned, but it is not goodto personally attack anybody out of animosity. There will bereaction of such hostile action and the result will be harmful.Bonafide have no grudge against anybody in thisworld, but they condemn anti-devotional practices, so thatall can achieve the highest good of pure devotion foreveryone’s benefit. Our Most Revered Srila Gurudeva oftenused to say: “The means is justified by the end.” Genuinenessof means is justified by the genuineness of the end. If the endis bad, the means will be bad and the fruits of all efforts willend in frustration.
 yadi vaiñëava-aparädha uöhe häté mätäupäòe vä chiëòe, tära çukhi’ yäya pätä
 Sri Chaitanya Charitamrita, Madhya, 19/156
 “Vaishnav aparadha— like a must elephant (elephant in astate of frenzy). Hati-mata— Intense anti-devotionalcontemptuous mood or vaishnav aparadh in the shape ofdisregard of Guru—this offence certainly will destroy thebhakti-creeper.” Also vide Chaitanya Charitamrita, Adi,8/24, ‘Gururavajna’ (disregard of Guru)— To be envious tobonafide Guru who has ontological true knowledge of HolyName, considering him as a worldly mortal person.
 — Srila Saraswati Goswami Thakur
 satäà nindä nämnaù paramam aparädhaà vitanuteyataù khyätià yätaà katham u sahate tad vigarihäà
 Padmapurana
 “The vilification of sadhus is considered to be thegreatest offence to the Holy Name. As the glory of the Holy
 sadhus
 The greatest hurdle of devotional practice is Vaishnavaparadh
 Srila Bhakti Vinode Thakur has written about fourkinds of offences in the second period of devotional practicein the book ‘Sri Bhajan Rahasya’ compiled by him.
 kåñëa näma svarüpeñu tadéya citkaëeñu cajïeyä budhagaëer nityam aparädhäçcaturvidhäù
 These are: (1) offence to the holy Name of Krishna( ); (2) offence to Supreme Lord Sri Krishna( ); (3) offence to the Lotus Feet of a devotee;(other than devotees) even unjust act to individual spiritsoul is also considered offense.
 We have heard from our Guruvarga that an unjustact committed to Vishnu or a Vaishnava is considered anoffense, and that misdeed done to other living beings is sin.The glow of the Holy Name ( ) can destroy sins ofmillions of births, as in the case of Sri Ajamila, but if anybodycommits offence to Vishnu and Vaishnavas, his utterance ofthe Holy Name is not . Srila Bhakti Vinode Thakurhas mentioned that cruel behaviour to any individual spiritsoul is also . What is the significance of it? SrilaSaraswati Goswami Thakur has given his reply to thisquestion in his above mentioned commentary. We should becareful. While going to punish a guilty person, we should seethat it does not incur punishment to a devotee. One whowants eternal welfare should be very careful in his behaviourwith the Guruvarga or a devotee. A pure devotee has nohostile adverse mentality, personal grudge or dissatisfactionto anybody. A devotee always thinks in case misbehaviour isdone to him by somebody, it is the consequence of his ownmisdeed. He does not blame the person. But the SupremeLord never tolerates oppression or unjust act inflicted upon adevotee. If anybody out of personal grudge always speaksabout the weak-points or defects of others, those defects willsurely rebound to the speaker. Anti-devotional and
 NamaparadhSeva-aparadh
 Namabhas
 Namabhas
 aparadh
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bondage, eternal bliss is the ultimate object to be attained byhuman beings. When that eternal bliss is not the objective ofour endeavor, then that endeavor is fruitless.
 Sri Chaitanya Charitamrita, Adi, 4/164-165, 171
 Srila Bhakti Vinode Thakur has written in hiscommentary : “Desire with thepurpose of one’s own enjoyments is called . Desire formanpower, desire for a son, desire for wealth and the like,such desires are prescribed in the Vedas. All these definitelydenote popular religious custom such as modesty, patience,salvation and the like. Fulfilment of one’s own pleasure,love for one’s own family members, disciplinary guidance offamily members, scolding and reverence mixed with awe andsubmission— surely these desires emerge out of impetus forfulfillment of one’s own apparent non-eternal interest. Butactually all the desires originating from the conception of thereal self, devoted to the knowledge that ‘I am eternal servantof Krishna’, can be accepted as desire for the propitiation ofSri Krishna. All other desires emerging out of themisconception of self, posing ‘I am the enjoyer of the fruits ofmy own actions’ are born out of lust.
 Self-interest is the criterion of conditioned souls todetermine what is dear and what is not dear. For the reasonof a wrong criterion of self-interest, conditioned souls areburning in the forest fire of this material world. Clashing is
 käma, prema,——doìhäkära vibhinna lakñaëalauha ära hema yaiche svarüpe vilakñaëa
 ätmendriya-préti-väïchä——täre bali ‘käma’kåñëendriya-préti-icchä dhare ‘prema’ näma
 ***
 ataeva käma-preme bahuta antarakäma——andha-tamaù, prema——nirmala bhäskara
 Amrit-pravaha Bhasyakama
 Name Krishna is expanded through the who are fullydevoted to the chanting of the Holy Name, how
 can tolerate the vilification of such ?’
 In the Gita Sri Krishna has emphatically assured thata sincere soul who wants eternal benefit, can never becondemned to adversity.
 Bhagavan said—
 pärtha naiveha nämutra vinäças tasya vidyatena hi kalyäëa-kåt kaçcid durgatià täta gacchati
 Bhagavad Gita, 6/40
 Srila Bhakti Vinode Thakur has analysed thesignificance of this verse as follows: “O Arjuna, an aspirantwho practices Yoga, whether in this world or in the higherworlds, will never be ruined. In fact, a true worshipper of thepractice of yoga, which bestows eternal welfare, will never becondemned to distress. The fundamental point is this.Human beings are classified into two groups,meaning unjust and disapproved by authentic scriptures,and , meaning just. Those persons who are only aftersense-gratification and are not controlled by any regulationare like unregulated beasts. Uncontrolled persons, whetherthey are civilized or uncivilized, stupid or learned, weak orstrong, always act like the beasts. There is no possibility ofgetting any benefit by their actions. Regulated human beingsare of three categories, , and . canbe classified into two groups, and
 . The group of are hankering after veryinsignificant pleasures, i.e., they are desirous of non-eternalenjoyments. They may attain heaven or worldlyameliorations, but all these pleasures are non-eternal.Therefore, that which is considered beneficial for themcannot be attained. After getting deliverance from worldly
 sadhus,Nama-
 prabhu sadhus
 Avaidha,
 Vaidha
 karmi jnani bhakta Karmissakam-karmi niskam-
 karmi sakam-karmis
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Utterance of Harinam without offences will bepossible after acquiring these four qualities: humbleness dueto indifference to material objects, compassion devoid ofenvy, thoroughly void of false ego and giving due respect toall. Being adorned with these four qualities, utterance ofHoly Name of Krishna will bestow the highest objective. Thisis the teaching of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu.
 Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Goswami Thakurhas given his exposition in his commentary of :“The consideration of the third verse of Çikñäñöaka isimportant for bestowing knowledge, so that we cannotcommit offence and there is no apprehension of(glow of the Holy Name) while doing . One whosemind is not inclined to Sri Krishna and is frenzied for worldlyenjoyments, can never realize his insignificance. One whohas the vanity of the enjoyer-ego cannot be humble. Also,there cannot be endurance in him who has the vanity ofbeing the enjoyer. An enjoyer is never capable of giving uphis material ego and desire for worldly name and fame. Anenjoyer of the objects of sense-organs can never have thewillingness to give respect to another enjoyer of this world.Only a Vaishnava who has dedicated his life for worship ofKrishna is humbler than blade of grass, more forbearing thantree, indifferent for his own name and fame, yet always eagerto give respect to others.” Srila Saraswati GoswamiPrabhupad, with unwavering firmness, has used the word‘never’ to indicate that a person who has misconception ofself can never be adorned with the aforesaid four qualities.The teachings of Çikñäñöaka written by Sri ChaitanyaMahaprabhu are to be practiced by sincere votaries for theireternal welfare and not for only giving instructions to others.A person who is sincerely practicing in his own life willautomatically inspire others through his example.
 Çikñäñöaka
 NamabhasHarinam
 inevitable where there are many centers of interest. Therewill be no clashing provided that love for the AbsoluteReality Sri Krishna becomes the centre of interest. This willalso bestow positive good, namely a love-relation to allliving-beings. Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu has taught thiscultivation of pure love for Sri Krishna and love for all inrelation to Him. This is the real teaching of the Vedas. SrilaKrishna Das Kaviraj Goswami has indicated it very clearly inSri Chaitanya Charitamrita, Madhya, 20/124:-
 “The Vedas have taught three themes:(Relation), (Means) and (End). Ourrelation with Krishna is that he is the Ultimate Object to beattained. The means for attaining the object is and theultimate end is pure transcendental divine love—the highestobjective and highest wealth.”
 Sriman Mahaprabhu has instructed in the third verseof his teachings of Çikñäñöakam to chant the Holy Name ofHari after achieving four qualities:
 Excerpt from commentary of Srila BhaktivinodeThakur ‘Sanmodan Bhasya’—
 veda-çästra kahe——‘sambandha’, ‘abhidheya’, ‘prayojana’‘kåñëa’——präpya sambandha, ‘bhakti’——präptyera
 sädhanaabhidheya-näma ‘bhakti’, ‘prema’——prayojana
 puruñärtha-çiromaëi prema mahä-dhana
 SambandhaAbhidheya Prayojan
 bhakti,
 tåëäd api sunécena taror api sahiñëunäamäninä mänadena kértanéyaù sadä hariù
 niraparädhena harinäma kåtaà viñyaviraktijanita dainyaànirmatsaratälaìkåtä dayä,
 mithyäbhimäna çünyatä sarveñäà yathäyogya sammänanäcaitäni lakñëäni
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her by absolving that . Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhureplied: ‘I can give her instruction, but I cannot remove herVaishnava . If any offence is committed to aVaishnava, certainly when that Vaishnava will forgive, it canbe removed. You know well how Durvasa Rishi was releasedfrom his offence to Ambarish Maharaj. Mother hascommitted offence to Advaita-Acharya. Provided Advaita-Acharya forgives her, she can get the grace ofpure devotion. After taking the dust of the lotus feet ofAdvaita-Acharya and putting it on her head, she will get
 by my order of consent.”
 On hearing this order, all the devotees approachedAdvait-Acharya and prayed to him for mother Saci Devi.Hearing this prayer, Advait-Acharya was shocked andbecame unconscious. Taking advantage of this opportunity,mother Saci Devi adorned her head with the dust of the holyfeet of Advait-Acharya. Mahaprabhu smiled and offered
 to mother by forgiving her offence.
 Generally it is seen that the Supreme Lord fulfils thedesires of a pure devotee. But here, in spite of the repeatedspecial requests of Srivas Pandit, Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhushowed His firmness for the submission of prayer of SaciMata to Advait-Acharya to forgive her offence. Sri ChaitanyaMahaprabhu has warned all by His firmness of not giving
 unless offences to the Vaishnava are removed.
 aparadh
 aparadh
 prem-prasad,
 prema-bhakti
 prema
 prema
 aikhane se viñëubhakti hoila tomaraadvaitera sthäne aparädha nähi äraçrémukhera anugraha ñuniyä vacana‘jaya-jaya-hari’ dhvani-hoila takhanajananéra lakñye çikñägurü bhagavän
 karäyena vaiñëaväparädha sävadhänaçülapäëi-sama yadi vaiñëavere ninde
 tathäpiha naça päya— kahe çästravånde
 Our Most Revered Gurudeva very often used toinstruct us to be very cautious regarding Vaishnava(committing offence to Vaishnavas). Sri ChaitanyaMahaprabhu, the most munificient form of Godhead, did noteven tolerate the offence committed by Sachi Devi, what tospeak of any other person. One who wants eternal welfareshould not take the risk of committing offence toVaishnavas. Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu did not agree tobestow to mother Sachi Devi, in spite of therepeated prayers of Srivas Pandit. Srila Vrindavan DasThakur, author of Sri Chaitanya Bhagavat, has narrated theprayer of Srivas Pandit in the Madhyakhanda of that book:
 (Prarthana— Prayer of Srivas)
 Sri Chaitanya Bhagavat, Madhya, 22/29-36
 “Saci Devi is the life of all and the mother of theuniverse. O beloved Master! Kindly bestow her bygiving up . As You are her son, she is the mother of all.How can a mother commit offence to her son? If there be anycommittal of offence of her to any Vaishnava, please grace
 aparadh
 Premabhakti
 savära jévana äi jagatera mätämäyä chaòi prabhu — se sarvajananéputra sthäne mäyera ki aparädha gaëiyadi vä vaiñëva sthäne thäke aparädhatathäpiha khaïdäiyä karaha präsäd”
 prabhu bole — “upadeça kahite se parivaiñëva aparädha ämi khaïdäite näri
 je-vaiñëva-sthäne aparädha haya yä’radurväsära aparädha aàbaréña sthäne
 tumi jäna, tära kñya haila kemanenäòära sthänete äche tä’na aparädhanäòä kñamilei haya premera prasädaadvaita-caraëa dhüli loile mäthäya
 hoibeka prema-bhakti ämära äjïäya
 bhaktimaya
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the demons, Gaur-Nityananda have killed the demoniacspirit in them. The pastimes of wrath of Sri ChaitanyaMahaprabhu and Nityananda Prabhu are also for the eternalwelfare of all enslaved . Committal of offence to aMahabhagavat is so serious that those who knowingly orunknowingly corroborate in this will receive the serious andharmful consequence. Evidence of this is found in SriChaitanya Charitamrita, Antya lila, 3rd Chapter. Onecondemned brahmin Ramchandra Khan sent a harlot to theforest of Benapol to tarnish the holy character ofNamacharya Haridas Thakur. That harlot was rescued by thegrace of Haridas Thakur. Sri Nityananda Prabhu was enragedfor that abominable heinous act of Ramchandra Khan andpunished him and all persons related to him, whetherdirectly or indirectly connected.
 Sri Chaitanya Charitamrita, Antya, 3/162-163
 “The family dignity, wealth and manpower ofRamchandra Khan, everything was ruined. For a long timethat village remained depopulated. Hostile action inflictedupon a true saint in any country or any village will bedisastrous. For the committal of fault of one person, thewhole area will suffer.”
 When a person affected by leprosy, due to his offenceto Srivas Pandit, approached Sriman Mahaprabhu andsurrendered to His Lotus Feet, Mahaprabhu directed thatleper to go to Srivas Pandit to forgive him for the offence.
 jivas
 jäti-dhana-jana khänera sakala la-ilabahu-dina paryanta gräma ujäòa rahila
 mahäntera apamäna ye deça-gräme hayaeka janära doñe saba deça ujäòaya
 känöä phuöe jei mukhe, sei mukhe jäyapäye känöä phuöile ki skandhe bähiräya
 Sri Chaitanya Bhagavat, Madhya 22/52-55
 Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu said: “Now you havedevotion to Vishnu, your offence to Advaita-Acharya isremoved.” Hearing this grace from the Lotus Lips ofMahaprabhu, all the devotees applauded by uttering “JayaJaya Hari” out of happiness. Playing the pastimes ofGuru, the Lord has warned others through His mother fornot committing Vaishnava . Even if a person likeSulapani (Mahadeva) censures a Vaishnava, he will becertainly destroyed—all scriptures substantiate this. ‘
 Prarthana’ of Narottam Thakur (46)—
 “Harinam can rescue one’s committal of offence toHari, but offence to the Vaishnava cannot be gotten rid of bydoing Harinam.”‘
 Prarthana’ of Narottam Thakur (4)—
 “Brajendranandan has appeared as the son of Saci,and Balaram has become Nityananda. They rescued allwretched and lowly conditioned souls by distributingHarinam. Jagai and Madhai can be cited as witness of it.”
 Brajendranandan Krishna, appearing as MostMunificent Form of Godhead, Sri Gauranga Mahaprabhu,and Balaram, appearing as Grace-incarnate and MostMerciful Nityananda, have not only rescued the fallen souls,but also bestowed them the highest Transcendental DivineLove, which is extremely rare to be achieved. Without killing
 shiksha
 aparadh
 hari-sthäne aparädhe täre harinämtomä sthäne aparädhe nähika eòäna
 brajendra-nandana yei, çacé-suta hoilo sei,balaräma hoilo nitäi
 déna-héna yata chilo, hari-näme uddhärilo,tära çäkñé jagäi mädhäi
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nindä-viña jata saba kariba saàhäraSri Chaitanya Bhagavat, Antya, 3/449-450, 453-455
 “O Dvija, hear Me! When embrosia is taken in by amouth that has swallowed poison, the poison is consumedand the body becomes immortal. Similarly, when by themouth that vilified the Vaishnavas you sing their glories, allvenoms of vilification will be destroyed by the influence ofthe transcendental bliss and fame of Krishna.”
 Sri Devananda Pandit of Kulia received deliverancefor committal of offence to Srivas Pandit by the ascendancyof his complete dedication to the service of Sri VakresvarPandit.
 In the case of apparent wrangles and differences ofopinions amongst Vaishnavas, when outside persons enterinto their wrangles, thereby vilifying Vaishnavas supportingone side and opposing the other side and vice-versa, bothwill be certainly destroyed.
 ei kahiläun tora nistära-upäyaçréväsa paëdita kñamile se dukha jäye
 ***
 yateka anartha haya vaiñëava nindäyaäpane kahile ei çrévaikuìöharäya
 tathäpiha vaiñëavere ninde yei janata’ra çästä äche çrécaitanya-näräyaëa
 çuna dvija, viña kariye mukhe bhakñaëasei mukhe kari yabe amåta grahaëaviña haya jérëa, deha hayata amaraamåta-prabhäve ebe çuna se uttara
 ***
 je mukhe karilä tumi vaiñëava-nindanasei mukhe kara’ tumi vaiñëava-vandanakåñëa-yaça-paränanda-amåte tomära
 Sri Chaitanya Bhagavat, Antya, 4/380-381, 386-387
 Mahaprabhu’s personal instruction: “When a thornpenetrates into a point in the feet, it will come out from thatvery point. Can a thorn pricking into the foot come out fromthe shoulder? I say, this is the only way to get rescue. If SrivasPandit forgives you, this suffering will be removed. TheSupreme Lord of Vaikuntha Himself has stated everythingabout the evil consequence of vilification of Vaishnavas. Ifanybody reproaches a Vaishnava in spite of this, hischastener will be Sri Chaitanya-Narayana.”
 Being asked by a repentant Brahmin, Sri ChaitanyaMahaprabhu prescribed a complete and lasting expiation tohim, in all respects of the offence committed to Vaishnavas:one should always and uninterruptedly sing the glories ofVishnu and the Vaishnavas, thereby totally giving up Theirvilification:—
 *Premabhakti-candrikä (2)
 There are six cardinal passions that are counted as the vicesof human beings. Srila Narottam Thakur advised application of thesevices for the service of Supreme Lord Sri Krishna to conquer their illinfluence, except for envy or malice. Let there be strong desire todevote all actions for the service of Sri Krishna. Anger is to be appliedagainst the persons hostile to devotees, greed should be for associationof bonafide and to hear , infatuation should not befor loss of worldly wealth or relation, but should be for not being ableto get the highest objective: . Madness ( ) orextreme desire should be for singing the glories of Sri Krishna. Foeswill become friends when they are engaged for the service of SriKrishna.
 ‘käma’ krñëakarmärpaëe, ‘krodha’ bhaktadveñi jane,‘lobha’ sädhu-saìga harikathä
 ‘moha’ iñöa läbha bine, ‘mada’ kåñëa guëagäneniyukta kariba yathä tathä
 sadhus hari-katha
 krishna-prema mada
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absolutely true. Therefore, if the editors of Sri Gaudiya andNadia-prakash remain silent and take no action in spite ofseeing a person’s tendency to disrespect Vaishnava-Gurus, itwill be a great setback for the aforesaid editors from theirfaithful service that the Gurus delegated to them. EveryBhagavat or Vaishnava is extremely tolerant, but one cannever forgive such harmful evil person who is disregardingone’s Gurus. For this reason, our eternal Gurudeva SrilaNarottam Thakur has sung in a very loud voice:
 , “Use anger to those who are hostile todevotees.” It is proper to engage anger to those who areenvious of devotees. We know as servants of the Vaishnavasthat to tolerate disregard to the Guru is not only a sin, but anoffence that leads to spiritual fall. If by this the whole worldgoes against us, we shall be ready even to tolerate that.”
 At the beginning of this article, as per submission of twodevotees to discuss the subject— Vaishnava Aparadh, toremove their mental agony to get released from VaishnavaAparadh, the subject has been discussed elaborately. But ifdiscussion of scriptural instructions and messages ofMahabhagavat Vaishnavas only end in academic discussionsfor advising others and not for practising these in their ownlives, they will not bestow actual benefit. Example is betterthan precept. The teachings will be beneficial when those areacted upon. Only by practising actual eternal benefit can beimparted. It is due to want of ideal persons to practise theteachings that anti-devotional evil thoughts are spreading.Thus Supreme Lord Sri Krishna, accepting the Form andmode of worship of the highest pure devotee SrimatiRadharani, appeared as Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu to preachthrough His personal example.
 Krodhabhakta dveshijane
 äpani karimu bhakta-bhäva aìgékäreäpani äcari’ bhakti çikhäimu sabär
 vaiñëave vaiñëave je dekhaha gälägäléparamärthe nahe, ithe kåñëa kutuhaléstyabhämä-rukmiëéye gala-gälé jena
 paramärtha eka tänä, dekhi bhinna henaei mata vaiñëave vaiñëave bhinna näibhinna karäyena raìga caitanyagosäé
 ethe jei eka vaiñëavera pakña hayaanya vaiñëavera ninde, sei jäya kñaya
 Kåñëa tadbhaktavidveña-vinindädya-sahiñëutä kåñëasya tadbhaktänäà cavidveña vinindädénäm sahiñëutä asahana-svabhävatvam.
 Sri Chaitanya Bhagavat, Antya, 4/388-390
 “The observance of any reviling amongst Vaishnavashas no actual existence. By their quarrelling Krishna iscuriously delighted. Whatever is seen as altercation betweenSatyabhama and Rukmini is for satisfaction of Krishna, butapparently it is seen different. In this way there is nodifference between Vaishnavas. Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhumakes this difference to taste joyful fun. By seeing thesejoyful pastimes, if anybody takes the side of one Vaishnavaand reproaches another, he will be ruined.”
 Srila Rupa Goswami has directed us in the beginningof his Bhakti Rasamrita Sindhu to practise ten forms ofdevotion out of sixty-four kinds. Of these ten prohibitions,he has indicated the tenth prohibition thus:
 Themeaning of this is that we should not tolerate vilificationtowards Krishna and Krishna Bhakta. Srila BhaktivinodeThakur has also stressed this in the twentieth chapter of hisJaiva Dharma.
 The following statement was once made by SrilaBhaktisiddhanta Goswami Prabhupad: “If a person ofinferior status speaks about a higher subject matter beyondhis jurisdiction, a sensible person will always laugh at itwithout giving it any importance—this assertion is
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“Conditioned souls are entitled to do any action, butthey have got no hold over the fruits.”
 The Supreme Lord is the regulator of the fruits ofactions. When the Lord is the regulator of the fruits ofactions, it is out of extreme ignorance that enslavedaltercate and quarrel for the bad consequence of their evilactions and blame others. I vividly remember when I firstjoined Sree Gaudiya Math Institution, that the AnnualMeeting of Sri Navadvip Dham Pracharini Sabha was held atSri Yogapitha, Srimandir, Sri Mayapur, on Gaur-PurnimaTithi. At that time, as per direction of our Guruvarga, oneVaishnava was engaged to sing the glories of another. I thinkthis system of engaging one neophyte beginner to sing theglories of another Vaishnava is to be introduced again forachieving gradual development in .
 jivas
 Shuddha Bhakti
 äpane nä kaile dharma çikhäna nä yäyaei ta’ siddhänta gétä-bhägavate gäya
 sadhusadhu
 Akritadroha
 sadhu
 ‘Karmaëy evädhikäras te mä phaleñu kadäcana’
 Sri Chaitanya Charitamrita, Adi, 3/20-21
 “I shall accept the mood of a devotee and shall teachdevotion to all by practice. Without practice, righteousnesscannot be taught. This devotional conclusion is proclaimedin the Gita and the Bhagavat.”
 Prahlad Maharaj and Ambarish Maharaj, evenremaining as household devotees, have shown the ideal ofMahabhagavat Vaishnavas. All the 26 principalcharacteristics of Mahabhagavat devotees are completelymanifested in them. External wearing of the dress of adoes not indicate a if reverse qualities are observed inhim. Preaching without practical life has no value. In writingthe preface of Jaiva Dharma, Srila Saraswati GoswamiThakur has narrated 26 special characteristics of theMahabhagavat Srila Bhaktivinode Thakur. Of these, onespecial characteristic is — non-enviousbehaviour. In spite of harassment and hostile behaviourinflicted on him, he did not counteract those misbehaviours.Those who are always engrossed in the deep thought of SriHari, Who is endowed with the absolute perfection oftranquillity and steadiness, how is it possible for them to berestless or to have the aptitude to retaliate? By the fruit, thecause can be ascertained. A genuine does not giveimportance to harassment inflicted upon him— he thinks heis reaping the fruits of his own actions. He does not blameanybody for his own distress. On the other hand, if any harmis unknowingly done to any other person by him, he regretsand repents for this. Sri Krishna has said in the BhagavadGita (2/47)—
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About the AuthorHis Divine Grace Çréla Bhakti Ballabh Tértha
 Gosvämé Mahäräja is the foremost spiritual leader of themission of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu and His associates inthe world today. He is the dearly beloved disciple of ÇrélaBhakti Dayita Mädhava Gosvämé Mahäräja, who is in turnthe equally beloved disciple of Çréla Bhakti SiddhäntaSarasvaté Gosvämé Prabhupäda.
 Çréla Bhakti Ballabh Tértha Gosvämé Mahäräjaappeared in 1924 in Assam, India, on Räma-Navami, themost auspicious appearance day of the Supreme Lord Kåñëain His form as Lord Rämacandra. Having been brought up ina pious environment, Çréla Tértha Mahäräja developed astrong inclination to search for the ultimate goal of life,which led him to take up the study of philosophy at CalcuttaUniversity. While studying at the university, he came incontact with his spiritual master, His Divine Grace ÇrélaBhakti Dayita Mädhava Gosvämé Mahäräja, and immediatelybecame attracted by his transcendental, powerfulpersonality. After completing his Masters Degree inPhilosophy in 1947, Çréla Tértha Mahäräja wholeheartedlyand unreservedly dedicated his life to the service of hisspiritual master.
 His service attitude was so exemplary that ÇrélaMädhava Mahäräja soon established him as the secretary ofthe devotional institution known as Çré Caitanya GauòiyaMaöha, which has over twenty (monasteries) inIndia alone. He was awarded , the order ofrenunciation, in 1961. Eventually, Çréla Mädhava Mahäräja,seeing his disciple's degree of dedication and sinceritycombined with a practical mind, selected him as his worthysuccessor. After the disappearance of his beloved spiritual
 äçramassannyäsa
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master Çréla Mädhava Mahäräja in 1979, Çréla TérthaMahäräja was appointed as President-Äcärya of the Maöha.He has received the fortunate blessings and great affection ofmany of Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta's prominent followers, suchas Çréla Bhakti Rakñaka Çrédhara Deva Gosvämé Mahäräja,Çréla Bhakti Promode Puri Gosvämé Mahäräja, Çréla BhaktiHridaya Van Gosvämé Mahäräja, Çréla Bhakti AkiïcanaKåñëa Däsa Bäbäjé Mahäräja, Çréla Bhakti Kumud SantGosvämé Mahäräja, and many others.
 For the last five decades, Çréla Tértha Mahäräja hasbeen engaged in the propagation of the all-embracingdoctrine of transcendental Divine Love of Çré CaitanyaMahäprabhu to counter the present trend of violence andcruelty, and to bring about unity of hearts among all,irrespective of caste, creed or religion. “Example is betterthan precept” is his way of preaching. Çréla Tértha Mahäräjais known for not deviating even one inch outside of the fourcorners of the prescripts of the Holy Scriptures. His DivineGrace is a renowned authority on Gauòiya Vaiñëavaphilosophy and is beloved by thousands of devoteesthroughout the world as the very embodiment of humilityand spiritual affection.
 Now at the age of 80, inspired by the grace of hisGurudeva, Çréla Tértha Mahäräja is always on the move,going from town to village in India and abroad, propagatingthe divine message of the and
 .
 At the behest of his beloved (instructingpreceptor) His Divine Grace Çréla Bhakti Promode PuriGosvämé Mahäräja, Çréla Tértha Mahäräja is preaching themessage of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu throughout the world,beginning with an America Tour in 1997.
 Bhagavad-Gétä Çrémad-Bhägavatam
 çikñä-guru
 His Divine Grace Çréla Bhakti Ballabh TérthaGosvämé Mahäräja is the present President-Äcärya of the ÇréCaitanya Gauòiya Maöha devotional institution and theFounder of GOKUL (Global Organisation of Kåñëacaitanya'sUniversal Love). He also serves as president of the WorldVaiñëava Association (WVA).
 His Divine Grace has authored numerous articlesand books of a profoundly spiritual nature in several Indianlanguages, as well as in English. To date, his books in Englishinclude Çuddha Bhakti, Sages of Ancient India, A Taste ofTranscendence, Çré Caitanya: His Life and Associates, TheHoly life of Çréla B. D. Mädhava Gosvämé Mahäräja, GuruTattva, Affectionately Yours, and the present book, HariKathä and Vaiñëava Aparädha.
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