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 Letter from the Editor The Alabama State Championship took place at the Watermark Place Center in Bessmer, AL. The
 winner was Scott Varagona collecting the state champion title for 2013 as well as a custom made set from
 Putman. Scott was gracious enough to annotate a game for us from his 5.5/6 score. Another big winner of
 the championship weekend was Christopher Trees with a perfect 6/6 score to Caesar’s infinite dismay
 collecting an extra $50.00 on his prize.
 Now let’s get right into the action in the articles. This issue of the Antics features annotated games
 from the winner of the Alabama State Chess Championship: Scott Varagona; a game from the
 Birmingham Classic, Doug Strout; a Big Congratulations go to NM Gerald Larson for finally getting
 those coveted letters preceding his name and Bradley Denton for getting an IM norm at the US Masters.
 Wanted: I realize this will be difficult due to poor handwriting and negligence of players to turn in score
 sheets (even with the carbon copy score sheets). I would ask that Tournament Directors collect a
 game from prize winners in their tournaments and send them in. I honestly believe this is the only way I will receive games from the scholastic and reserve sections. It is my goal to have a page of
 unannotated games in each issue for scholastic and reserve with as many games as can be fit on a
 page. I would not ask tournament directors to do this if I didn’t believe it was a necessity. A
 special thank you goes to Doug Strout and Scott Varagona who send me games every issue.
 Chessfully,
 Bryan Tillis
 [email protected]
 _______________________________________________________________________________
 Contents Birmingham Classic by Doug Strout page 3-4
 Tactical Wizardry by Bryan Tillis page 4
 Bradley Denton’s IM norm by Bryan Tillis page 5
 Positional Grind by Bryan Tillis page 6
 Tribute to the Legend 2 by Bill Melvin page 7
 The Alabama State Chess Championship by Scott Varagona page 8-10
 Upcoming Events
 See www.alabamachess.com calendar for details!
 Oct 19 Gulf Coast Classic, Cantonment, Florida
 Oct 26 Halloween Classic, Huntsville, Alabama
 Nov 2-3 East Alabama Open, Lanett, Alabama
 Dec 14 Dothan Open, Dothan, Alabama
 Dec 17 Magic City Classic, Birmingham, Alabama
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The Birmingham Classic
 Annotations by Doug Strout
 A. Guo (1523) - D.L. Strout (1658) Birmingham Classic, July 13, 2013 1.c4 This is the second round of the 2013 Birmingham Classic. The opponent is Arthur Guo of Georgia, who fights to the very end. Even when he seems dead lost, he tries not only to draw but to win. 1...d5
 The Strout Defense to the English (see July 2010 Chess Life). 2.d4 [Editors Note: 2.cxd5 This is the
 most principled response to this variation. Unlike the Center Counter (e4 d5 exd5 Qxd5) black won’t receive any compensation for his queen adventures. 2...Qxd5 (Editors Note: 2...Nf6 3.Nc3 Nxd5 with a transposition into various mainlines) 3.Nc3 Qa5 4.d4 Nf6 5.Nf3 Bf5 6.Nd2 c6 7.Nc4 Qc7 8.g3 g6 9.Bg2 Bg7 10.e4 Be6 11.Qe2 0-0 12.0-0 where white has built a big center and it is difficult to find black counterplay in Uhlmann-Sucher, '95, 1-0.] 2...c6 A peaceful transposition to the Slav. 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.e3 Bf5 5.Nf3 e6 6.b3
 [Editors Note: 6.Nh4 This is more in the spirit of the position; white takes the opportunity to imbalance and grab the bishop pair. 6...Bg6 7.Nxg6 hxg6 8.g3 Nbd7 9.Bd2 Bb4 10.Qb3 Bxc3 11.Bxc3 Ne4 12.Bg2 Nxc3 13.Qxc3 f5 An interesting position arising from Kramnik-Topalov 06', 1/2-1/2.] 6...Be7 [Editors Note:
 6...Bb4 feels more accurate here, essentially forcing white to play Bd2 and putting his bishop on the less effective diagonal. 7.Bd2 (7.Bb2?? Qa5 8.Rc1 Ne4 9.a3 Nxc3 10.Qd2 Na2 11.axb4 Qxb4 12.Qxb4 Nxb4) ] 7.Be2 0-0 8.0-0 Nbd7 9.Bb2 Ne4 10.Nxe4 Bxe4 11.Nd2 Bg6 12.Nf3
 Editors Note: This replacing of the knight to f3 shows white is playing without a plan. [12.Bf3 Qc7 13.e4 Bb4 14.exd5 exd5 15.a3 Bd6 16.g3 Nf6 17.c5 Be7 18.b4 Where white has improved his position and has a slight edge from his queenside space.] 12...Re8 13.Qd2 Bf6 14.c5 Editors Note: A move I have seen
 many times used improperly in this pawn structure. In placing a pawn on c5 it encourages black to make a pawn break on e5 undermining the c-pawn. Basically with this move white is encouraging black to play the correct plan in the position. 14...e5 Time to open up the center. [Editors Note: 14...h6 is needed before the pawn break because of the following note*] 15.b4 [15.dxe5 Nxe5 16.Bxe5 Bxe5 17.Nxe5 Rxe5 18.f4 Re4 19.f5!] 15...exd4 16.exd4 I have a rook on the open file, and I think my bishop pair is well placed. 16...Qc7 17.Rfe1 Re7 18.b5 Rae8 19.a4 Nf8 Trying to target the pawn at d4. 20.Ba3? [Editors Note:
 20.Ne5 playing against the strength in blacks rooks would be a good idea.] 20...Re4 [20...Ne6 21.Bb2 Be4 whites position in crumbling] 21.Bb2 Qe7 22.Bd3 Rxe1+ 23.Rxe1 Qd7 24.Rxe8 Qxe8 25.Qe1 Qxe1+ 26.Nxe1 Bxd3 27.Nxd3 Ne6
 Winning a pawn. He saves d4 but drops c5. Editor: A poor practical decision, when you are down material
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 keep pieces on the board and trade pawns, when you are up material trade pieces. Mr Guo is breaking a basic rule which makes his defense much more difficult. 28.Ne5 Bxe5 29.dxe5 Nxc5 30.bxc6 bxc6 31.Bd4 He decides to trade a-pawns, which finishes off his queenside and makes my connected passers the outer pawns. Would moving the pawn to a dark square and protecting with the bishop have been better? 31...Nxa4 32.Bxa7 Nc3 33.Kf1 He is getting his king moving, but maybe Bc5 would have been better, slowing down my king. 33...Kf8 34.Bc5+ Too late. My king is mobile now. 34...Ke8 35.f3 Looks like he is concerned about ...Ne4. 35...Kd7 36.Bd4 Nb5 37.Bb2 e6+ followed by Bxg7 would have been an interesting alternative for white. 37...Ke6 38.f4 g6 Slowing down his pawns.
 39.g3 Kf5 40.Kf2 Ke4 The light squares are really
 good for me. He will make a credible last stand later with my king this far forward. 41.Ke2 d4 42.Kf2 c5 43.Bc1 c4 44.Ke2 d3+ 45.Kd2 c3+ 46.Kd1 Nd4 47.h3 Kf3 48.g4 Ne2 I am not taking his kingside
 pawn majority seriously enough. His pawns are ahead of all of my pieces now. 49.f5 Nd4 Connected
 passers? A well-placed king? I should be crushing, but suddenly I am playing defense. 50.e6 fxe6 51.f6 My
 pawn at e6 is in the way now. He misses pawn promotion by one square. 51...e5 52.f7 Ne6 53.Ba3
 e4 I prevent the pawn promotion, and his pass at f6 gives me a third connected passed pawn. This allows me to sacrifice the knight, since three passers wins against K+B. 54.Bc5 e3 55.Bb4 e2+ 56.Kc1 e1Q# 0-1
 Tactical Wizardry
 Annotations by Bryan Tillis
 Shabalov,Alexander (2553) - Vioreanu,Bogdan (2404) 41st Annual World Open Arlington, Virginia, (7) July 6, 2013
 1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 c6 4.Nc3 dxc4 5.g3 [5.a4 The normal mainline developing in this manner: 5...Bb4 6.e3 b5 7.Bd2 a5 8.axb5 Bxc3 9.Bxc3 cxb5 10.b3 Bb7 11.bxc4 b4 12.Bb2] 5...Nf6 6.Bg2 b5 7.0-0 Bb7 8.a4 a6 9.e4 A very interesting position arises where white with his Catalan-like position a pawn down controls the center and plays against the awkward development of the black pieces. 9...Nbd7 10.e5 Nd5 11.Ng5 This Ng5 maneuver is seen in other aggressive Slav lines. [2...c6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.Nc3 dxc4 5.e4 b5 6.e5 Nd5 7.a4 e6 8.axb5 Nxc3 9.bxc3 cxb5 10.Ng5 Bb7 11.Qh5 g6 12.Qh3.]11...Be7 12.Qh5 g6 13.Qh6 Bf8 14.Qh3 N7b6 15.Nce4 Qd7 16.a5 Na4 17.Ra3!! [17.Nxh7 Is what is recommended by the
 machine and supposedly gives white an edge. Personally I am not a big fan of self-pinning and ruining coordination, this move is where humans still have the advantage in creativity. This is the star move of the game as a computer would only ever consider the move after a humans input.] 17...Bxa3 [17...0-0-0 18.Rf3+-] 18.bxa3 Kd8!? [18...0-0-0 19.Nd6+ Kb8 Would have been the more practical approach seeing how the main game resulted in a tactical mess. 20.Ngxf7 Would have been the more practical approach seeing how the main game resulted in a tactical mess.] 19.Nd6 Rf8 20.Qxh7 Kc7 21.Ndxf7 Nac3? [21...c5 22.Qxg6 Rxf7 23.Qxf7 (23.Nxf7 Ne7 24.Qf6 Bxg2 25.Kxg2 Rf8 26.Qg7 Rg8 27.Qh7 cxd4 28.Nd6 Ra8 29.Qf7 Nc5 30.Qf4 d3) 23...Qxf7 24.Nxf7 cxd4 25.h4 d3 26.h5 Rf8 27.Ng5 Nc5 28.h6 Rh8 29.Nf7 Rh7 30.Nd6 Bc6 31.Be4 Nxe4 32.Nxe4 c3 33.g4 Ne3! 34.Bxe3 Bxe4 35.Rc1 c2 36.Kf1 Kc6 37.Ke1 Kd5 38.Kd2 Kxe5 39.f3 Bxf3 40.Kxd3 Bd1 41.g5 Rd7+ 42.Kc3-+ a very long example line showing the complexities of the position] 22.Re1 c5 23.dxc5 Ne7 24.Nxe6+!? [24.Bxb7 was the machines first choice 24...Kxb7 25.Nd6+ Kc6 26.Qh3 Nf5 27.Qg2+ Nd5 28.Rd1 Rh8 29.Qe4 Rh5 30.g4 Nxd6 31.cxd6 Rxg5 32.Bxg5 Qe8 33.a4+-] 24...Qxe6 25.Ng5 Qd7 26.e6 Qe8 27.Nf7 Bxg2 28.Bf4+ Kc6 29.Kxg2 Kxc5! 30.Qg7 Ned5?? [30...Ncd5! 31.Bd6+
 Kc6] 31.Bd6+ Kc6 32.Bxf8 Qxf8 33.Ne5+ Kd6 34.Qd7+ Kc5 35.Qc6+ Kd4 36.e7! Nxe7 37.Qb6+ Kd5 38.Nd7 I love analyzing the games of the great students of the World Champion Mikhail Tal.
 1-0
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 Bradley Denton’s IM norm
 Annotations by Bryan Tillis
 Meier,Georg (2702) - Denton,Bradley (2329) 2013 US Masters (1), August 29, 2013 1.Nf3 d5 2.g3 Bg4 3.Bg2 Nd7 4.c4
 [4.0-0 c6 5.d3 e5 6.Nbd2 Bd6 With a transposition into the Caro Kann flavored King's Indian Attack.] 4...c6 [4...e6 scores slightly better for black an example by Shirov: 5.cxd5 exd5 6.0-0 Ngf6 7.d3 Bc5 8.a3 0-0 9.b4 Bb6 10.Nbd2 a5 11.Bb2 Seeman - Shirov 12] 5.cxd5 cxd5 6.Nc3 e6 7.Qb3 Qb6 is
 scoring nearly 80% for white [7...Bxf3 8.Bxf3 Qb6 9.Qxb6 Nxb6 10.d3 Ne7 11.Nb5 Kd7 12.Be3 Nf5 Bagirov - Hodgson, 95, 0-1] 8.Qxb6 Nxb6 9.Ne5 new position 9...Bh5 10.Nb5 Kd8 11.Bf3
 Bg6 [11...Bxf3 12.Nxf3 (12.Nxf7+?? Ke7 13.exf3 Kxf7) 12...a6 13.Nbd4 Bd6=] 12.d3 a6 13.Nc3 f6 14.Nxg6 hxg6 15.e4 d4 16.Ne2 e5 17.Bd2 Na4 18.0-0-0 Ne7 19.Kb1 Nc6 20.h4 Bd6 21.Bg4 Nc5 22.Nc1 Kc7 23.f4 Raf8 24.Rdf1 f5 25.Bf3 fxe4 26.Bxe4 Rf6 27.fxe5 Nxe5 28.Bg5 Rxf1 29.Rxf1 Nxe4 30.dxe4
 Rf8? [30...Re8 maintains equality, with chances for both sides] 31.Rxf8 Bxf8 32.Bf4 Bd6 33.Kc2 Nf3 34.Ne2 Kc6 35.Kd3 Be5 Around this time I imagine
 one if not both players were in time trouble. [35...Bc5 36.Nc1 Bd6 37.Bxd6 Kxd6 38.Nb3 Ke5 39.Na5] 36.Nc1?
 [36.Bxe5 Nxe5+ 37.Kxd4 Kd6 38.Ng1 b5 39.Nh3+-] 36...Bd6 37.Nb3? [37.Bxd6 Kxd6 38.Nb3 Ke5 39.Na5] 37...Bxf4 38.gxf4 Nxh4 39.Nxd4+ Kc5 40.a3 Ng2 41.Ne2 a5 42.Kc3 a4 43.Kd3 Ne1+ 44.Kd2 Ng2 45.Kc3 b5 46.Kd3 Ne1+ 47.Kd2 Ng2 48.Kc3 Ne3 49.Nc1 Nd1+ 50.Kc2 Ne3+ 51.Kd3 Nd1 52.Kc2 Ne3+ 53.Kd2 Kd4 54.e5 Nc4+ 55.Kc2 Ne3+ 56.Kd2 Nc4+ 57.Kc2 g5 58.fxg5 Nxe5 59.Ne2+ Kc4 60.Nf4 Nf3 61.g6 Ne5 62.Ne6 Nxg6 63.Nxg7 Ne7 64.Ne8 Nf5 65.Nc7 Nd4+ 66.Kb1 Kc5 This started the excellent result leading to an IM norm in the US Masters in North Carolina. ½-½ Editor note: I felt cheated that Bradley did not compete in the AL State Championship. Next year I hope to see our top rated (active) player in our state’s best event.
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 Positional Grind
 Annotations by Bryan Tillis
 Jakovenko,Dmitry (2724) - Paragua,Mark (2565) FIDE World Cup, August, 12, 2013 When going through the games from the FIDE World Cup which Kramnik won. I came across this positional gem and had to share it. 1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 5.Nf3 0-0 6.Be2 e5 7.dxe5
 The Exchange Variation! the bane of all King's Indian Players. 7...dxe5 8.Qxd8 Rxd8 9.Bg5 Nbd7 10.0-0-0 Rf8 11.Nd5 c6 12.Ne7+ Kh8 13.Be3 Re8 14.Nxc8 Raxc8 15.g4!
 All of the moves up to this point have black as slightly better statistically in the database. White secures a nice positional advantage with this move and it is the star move of the game! 15...Nf8 16.Nd2 Ne6 17.g5 Nd7 18.Bg4
 Bf8 It is difficult to offer black improvements in this line. The two following games are alternate approaches which in practice has only achieved a draw for black: [18...Rc7 19.Nb3 Bf8 20.Bxe6 Rxe6 21.Rd3 follows Mirzoev - Erdodgu 10, 1-0. Where white never relinquished his slight edge and converted much like the main game. This is also the first choice line of my engine.; 18...Ndf8 19.Nb3 b6 20.c5 Rb8 21.Rhe1 bxc5 22.Nxc5 Nd4 23.f4 Rb5 24.Bxd4 exd4 25.Nb3 c5 26.Nd2 h5 27.Bh3 Rb4 28.b3 a5 Ivanov's treatment of the position got black counterplay but only enough to draw against his much lower rated opponent in Piven - Ivanov, 97, 1/2-1/2.] 19.Nb3 Nb6 20.Bxe6 Rxe6 21.Nc5 Re7 [21...Bxc5 22.Bxc5 Nxc4 23.Rd7 b6
 24.Be7 Kg8 25.Rhd1 Re8 26.Bf6 c5 27.b3 Na5 28.Rxa7 Nc6 29.Rad7 Nd4 30.h4 h5 31.Kb1 This will be a slow grind, white is playing for two results.] 22.b3 h6 23.h4
 With no weaknesses and no losing chances, white watches as black's position simply crumbles. 23...f5 24.gxf6 Rf7 25.Nd3 Nd7 26.f4 exf4 27.Bd4 Re8 [27...Nxf6 28.e5 Nh5 29.e6+ Rg7 30.Rhf1 Bd6 31.Bxg7+ Kxg7 32.Nf2 Rd8 33.Ne4 Ba3+ 34.Kc2 Rxd1 35.Rxd1 Nf6 This was the computers best line in comparison to the text. Black is not holding this position.] 28.e5 h5 29.Rhe1 Re6 30.Nxf4 Bh6 31.Be3 Bxf4 32.Bxf4 Kg8 33.Kc2 Kf8 34.Re3 Ke8 35.Red3 This is an excellent positional example of taming wild intentions. 1-0
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 Tribute to the Legend 2
 Annotations by Bill Melvin and Editor
 This continues our tribute series from last issue with another one of the AL greats NM Bill Melvin.
 Prilleltensky,Matan (1856) - Melvin,Bill (2200) North Tennessee Winter Open, January 18, 2003 1.e4 1.c5 2.c3 A popular choice in AL chess these days as well as back in 03. Popular alternatives in the Alpin include: 2...Nf6 [2...d6 3.d4 Nf6 4.dxc5 Nc6 5.f3 (5.cxd6? Nxe4 6.dxe7 Qxd1+ 7.Kxd1 Bxe7 8.Be3 Bf5) 5...d5 6.exd5 Nxd5 7.Bc4 e6 Following Gelfand's example from 04.; 2...d5 3.exd5 Qxd5 4.d4 Nf6 5.Nf3 g6 with a colors reversed English position recommended in the GM Repertoire series on the Nadjorf Sicilian.; 2...Qa5 my personal favorite championed by Movesesian. It allows for black to get a position without any theory for the price of bringing the queen out early. In practice the line is doing quite well.] 3.e5 Nd5 4.d4 cxd4 5.cxd4 Nc6 6.Nc3 [6.Nf3 d6 7.Bc4
 Nb6 8.Bb5 dxe5 9.Nxe5 Bd7 10.Nxd7 Qxd7 11.Nc3 e6 the current mainline which is scoring well for white] 6...Qa5 Melvin: My 6th move was counting on white's position being awkward. My analysis ran: 7.Bd2 Nxd4 8.Nxd5 Qxd5 9.Be3 Qa5+ and a center pawn would have successfully been stolen. [6...Nxc3 7.bxc3 d6 with the same theme as above] 7.Bd2 Nxd4 8.Nf3 From this point on in the game, I find it highly instructive that Bill constantly refuses to trade pieces keeping complications and staying in the game by the skin of his teeth with tremendous fighting spirit. 8...Ne6 9.Bc4 Nb6? Melvin: Some games it is hard to
 find the losing move. This isn't one of them! 9. Nxc3 must be played. 10.Nb5 Nxc4 [10...Qa6 11.Nd6+; 10...Qa4 11.b3] 11.Bxa5 Nxa5 12.Nfd4 Melvin: I have a really important decision to make here. This will determine whether I have a chance in the game or not. The decision is: should I resign! My position is utterly hopeless. Materially, I am down a queen for
 two bishops and a pawn. Positionally, it is much worse. I have no development and white already has concrete threats. With a heavy heart, I decide to play on, guarding c7 in the most humble way possible. 12...Kd8 13.Nxe6+ fxe6 14.Rc1 Nc6 15.Nd4 Ke8
 Melvin: Everyone who walks by the board makes a silly face, shakes their head, and walks away. My opponent is glowing. My position is so bad I won't even accuse him of being overconfident. My hope is to put up some sort of defense. I wouldn't call this a "plan", just a hope. Someone should write a book about "hoping" in chess. How about: "Hope Like a Grandmaster?" or "Strategy, Tactics, and Hoping in Chess?" Never, mind, it will never catch on. Sad sad. It doesn't get much uglier than dropping your queen and then making a pair of desperate king moves. 16.f4 g6 17.0-0 Bg7 18.a3 Rf8 19.b4 a6 20.Nxc6 bxc6 21.Qd2 Bh6 22.a4 Rb8 23.Rc4 Kf7 24.a5 Rb5 25.Rc5 Melvin: White hasn't exploited his overwhelming advantage. I have a bit of a fortress and there are no pawn breaks on the queenside for white. I was now starting to believe that I had a chance to hold. 25...Rb8 26.g4 Kg8 27.g5 Bg7 28.Rf3 h5 29.Rd3 Rb7 30.Rc4 Kh7 31.Qc2 Rc7 32.Rh3 Rf5 33.Ra3 Bb7 34.Qc1 d6 35.exd6 exd6 36.Qe3 e5 37.h4 d5 38.Rc1 Rxf4 Melvin: The
 computer now prefers black and I agree. Black's bishops, rooks, and strong central pawns are more than a match for white's randomly placed army. This game is a textbook example of why it is important to always play with a plan. 39.b5 Rg4+ 40.Kh2 Rxh4+ 41.Kg1 Rg4+ 42.Kh2 d4 43.Qd2 c5 44.b6 Rc8 45.Rg3 Rh4+ 46.Rh3 Rf4 47.Rg3 c4 48.Re1 Rcf8 49.Qb4 Rf2+ 50.Kg1 R2f7 51.Qxc4 e4 52.Qc5 e3 53.Qc4 Be5 54.Rgxe3 dxe3 55.Re2 Rf1# A Master of chess must be beaten three times in a given game. The fighting spirit of Bill Melvin has lead to 7 AL State Championship titles. I challenge the new crop of AL juniors to play with such grit. 0-1 The game and much of the annotations are credited to the Summer 03 issue of the Antics. The picture: logicalchess.com.
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 The 2013 Alabama State Chess
 Championship
 by Scott Varagona
 This year’s Alabama State Chess Championship took place at Watermark Place in Bessemer on September 6-8, 2013. The tournament was a big success, drawing in over sixty players from all over the state (and nearby states) in the adult sections. Fortunately, this championship turned out to be a major career victory for me: I scored 5.5 out of 6 in what is surely my greatest tournament performance ever in Alabama. Here’s a blow-by-blow account of the tournament, from my perspective.
 In round 1, I faced one of Birmingham’s promising players, Andrew Morris. He played the Trompowsky against me, which brought back pleasant memories of a nice win I had against my old arch-enemy Andy Reeder. I used the same defense here that I had against Andy, and this time I obtained fantastic play on White’s weak dark squares. A few more mistakes by Morris gave me a winning game, and I even had the chance to deliver a nice checkmate using just my knights.
 32…Nd3 mate!
 My old mentor and friend Kirk Petty was my
 opponent in round 2. It had been almost ten years since we last played (to a draw) at the 2004 State Championship. This time, I gained a big space advantage versus his King’s Indian Defense and managed to shut down all of Black’s counterplay. Even then, it wasn’t easy to see how to break into Black’s position, but thankfully a time trouble mistake by Kirk simplified my task. Kirk, who is a class act, was very gracious after the game and praised my play. Alabama is lucky to have this dedicated player back after his lengthy stint in Arkansas.
 Of all my games at the 2013 Alabama State Championship, I was proudest of my third round game
 with Gordon Randall. This game features a gradual accumulation of small positional advantages that grow and grow until, in the endgame, White's position finally cracks. It's a thoroughly "boring" win, in the best possible sense of the word!
 Gordon Randall is a tough matchup for the Expert/Master players of Alabama, especially when he has the White pieces, because he plays so solidly. Indeed, it can be very hard to find an advantage as Black against the London System, but I really needed to win this game in order to keep up my tournament momentum. I decided to try one of my off-beat favorites, the Polish Defense, in an attempt to lure my opponent out of his shell.
 Randall,Gordon (1965) - Varagona,Scott (2193)
 2013 Alabama State Chess Ch., Round 3 1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 b5 In my opinion, this version of the Polish Defense is much sounder than the immediate 1.d4 b5?! 2.e4, when White immediately takes the whole center. Here, my f6-knight stops e2-e4 for now, which makes all the difference in the world. 3.Bf4 Bb7 4.e3 a6 5.Be2 e6 6.0–0 Be7 7.h3 d6 8.c4?!
 An interesting choice, but not best, since it lets Black trade b5 for c4: Black’s central pawn majority will give White some long-term strategic woes. Not to mention, now White's position somehow becomes very passive very quickly. I would have gone for 8.c3 and then either tried a2-a4, hoping to undermine White's queenside, or perhaps Nb1–d2 to prepare e3-e4. 8...bxc4 9.Bxc4 0–0 10.Nbd2 Nbd7 11.Rc1 c5 12.Re1?! Bad timing: now Black can give White an isolated pawn. Possible was 12.Bh2!?, to avoid Black's idea, although I would still have a fine position. 12...cxd4 13.exd4 Instead, 13.Nxd4? d5 14.Bf1 e5 wins a piece. 13...Nb6 14.Qb3?! A somewhat strange isolated pawn position has been reached. On the one hand, the isolani isn't on an open file, which makes it harder to attack. On the other hand, Black's pawn on d6 controls e5 and c5, neutralizing whatever activity White might have had. Plus, I still control the d5-square. I felt happy in this position, and the trades that Qb3?! allows also seem to work in my favor.
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 14...Nxc4 15.Qxb7 Na5 16.Qc7 Qxc7 17.Rxc7 Nd5 18.Rd7 Nxf4 A tempting alternative was 18...Rfd8 19.Rxd8+ Rxd8 20. Bg3. However, I wanted to be rid of White's pressure on d6. 19.Rxe7 Nc6 20.Rd7 Rfd8 21.Rxd8+ Rxd8 This was the position I'd been aiming
 for. I have an endgame advantage based on my active knights, who can freely hop through all the weak light squares and harrass White's isolani. Let's also not forget about my central majority. As an added bonus, White can't play Rc1 right away because of ... Ne2+. Still, in spite of all this, my advantage is quite small and White has great chances to defend. Time to grit my teeth and keep on pressing. 22.g3 Nd3 23.Rb1 Rb8 24.b3 Ndb4 25.Rc1 Ne7 26.a3?! This might be White's last chance to get active and grab some counterplay with Fritz's suggestion, 26.Rc7. 26...Nbc6 27.Kf1
 27…f6! To win, I must use my central majority. Meanwhile, it is nice how Black's c6 knight, b8 rook and a6 pawn completely freeze White's queenside majority. 28.Ke2 d5 29.Kd3 The White king supports
 the weak d4-pawn and can also support a queenside advance. However, now my central pawns turn all the more menacing. 29...e5 30.dxe5 fxe5 31.Kc3 Rf8! Attacking a new weakness: f2. 32.Rf1 h6 33.b4 Nf5 34.Nb3 e4 35.Nfd2 The knight must retreat: 35.Nfd4?? Ncxd4 36.Nxd4 Rc8+ wins a piece.
 35...d4+ 36.Nxd4? Facing the prospect of ...e4-e3-e2
 and/or ...Nxg3 at some point, Gordon decides to sacrifice a knight for the pawns. As it turns out, this idea is unsound: now my pieces breach White's position, and Black is completely winning. I know it's unappetizing, but the computer suggests 36.Kb2 e3 37.Ne4, where White continues to struggle in a difficult position. 36...Nfxd4 37.Nxe4 Rf3+ 38.Kb2 Ne5 39.Nd2 Rd3 40.Nb1 Nc4+ 41.Ka2 Nc2 White
 resigns, as his a3 pawn is doomed and eventually his position will collapse. I felt like this game was one of my very best strategic efforts. I especially liked the way my knights seemed to dance through White's position during the ending. After the game, Gordon and I were having trouble figuring out exactly where White went wrong. I did mention 36.Nxd4?, but otherwise, White's tiny positional mistakes gave Black a small, long-term advantage that slowly grew into a winning one. 0–1
 Much to my surprise, after this round, there
 was only one other player left with a perfect 3-0 score: Roger Johnson, who was having a fantastic tournament, with victories over Will Stevenson and Sanjay Ghatti in rounds 2 and 3. Roger and I were paired in round 4, and I faced yet another surprise: Roger played the Snake Benoni against me. With all due respect to the Snake aficionados out there, I simply refuse to believe this opening is sound! I was able to prove my point, at least in this particular game, because Black’s dark bishop ended up on c7 and was sorely missed on the kingside. I eventually hacked through the Black king’s pawn cover, chased the Black king to the center with my queen, and soon won. (I had to smile when, as I pressed on with my attack, Roger kept complaining, “That’s not fair!”) I always say that playing well isn’t enough to win an Alabama State Championship: you also need luck, and lots of it. In this case, my good fortune came in the form of my closest competitors drawing with each other at this critical moment. Bryan Tillis, Charles Meidenger, and Bill Melvin had all obtained only a half point from round 4. That put me a full point ahead of the field in round 5. With a win against A.J. Goldsby in round 5, I knew I could guarantee myself at least a co-championship. As White in a Petrosian Variation of the Queen’s Indian Defense, Goldsby
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 staked everything on his kingside attack, but I knew the attack had to be too slow. I refused to flinch and continued with my queenside play. In the end, I sacrificed a rook to promote my b-pawn with check, and then played a nice simplifying tactic to force resignation. At last, in round 6, I would face my biggest rival in Alabama chess right now, the defending champion, Bryan Tillis. Since he had only four points, Bryan would have to win with Black against me to tie for first. All I needed was a draw to secure clear first. I think nerves definitely played a role in this game, but I remembered the old adage: “If you need a draw, go for a win.” I played actively and obtained a comfortable position against Bryan’s Queen’s Gambit Declined. In the end, Black had no real winning chances at all and, thinking he might even be worse in the position, Bryan offered me a draw. Of course, I took it: there may have been a special prize for a perfect 6-0 score, but safely winning the title and the trophy with clear first was infinitely more important! A bird in hand…
 At any rate, I thought it was fitting that I had to face Bryan before I could win the title. In the late 2000s, I knew Bryan was starting to catch up to me, but after he won the NM title and the Alabama State Championship last year, I found myself trying to catch up to him! I think our rivalry over the last few years has helped define us both, and pushed us both to exceed our limits.
 This tournament capped off what must have been the most successful year of my entire chess career. Winning such a strong event with 5.5 points out of 6 has to be the best result of my life. I felt so overwhelmed by the outpouring of congratulations from all my friends, family, coworkers, and even my competitors. Thank you all, and thanks to TD Caesar Lawrence and all the ACF officials for making this wonderful tournament a reality.
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