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            Kluber: K's don't mean a thing without a win By Jordan Bastian / MLB.com | @MLBastian | June 24th, 2017 + 0 COMMENTS CLEVELAND -- Jason Kipnis stared at Indians first baseman Carlos Santana for a moment from across the diamond. One pitch into Saturday's game, the second baseman gloved a grounder off the bat of Brian Dozier and fired the ball to Santana, who jumped off the bag to make the catch. The result of the play was a throwing error charged to Kipnis -- the first of two first-inning missteps that loomed large in a 4-2 loss to the Twins at Progressive Field. Maybe Santana could have stretched with his foot still on the bag. Maybe not. Either way, Kipnis did not expect the early mistakes to wind up derailing another stellar start from Tribe ace Corey Kluber. "You hope they don't come back to have that big of an impact on the game," Kipnis said. "You think Kluber is hopefully going to settle in -- do what he did -- and keep them right there, give us our chance and time to go to work on their pitcher. We couldn't come up with a big hit with the guys on base today." Over seven innings, Kluber certainly did his part for Cleveland, which saw its lead over the Twins cut to a half-game in the American League Central standings. The right-hander carved up Minnesota's lineup to the tune of 13 strikeouts, marking his third consecutive outing with at least 10 punchouts. Only Hall of Famer Bob Feller has had a longer streak in franchise history, stringing four such starts together between the end of 1938 and the start of '39. Kluber chalked up his 29th career double-digit strikeout game and continued on the tear he has enjoyed since coming off the disabled list on June 1. In five starts over that time period, he has turned in a 1.29 ERA with a .157 opponents' average and 52 strikeouts against six walks in 35 innings. Kluber ranks fourth among AL pitchers in WAR (2.4 per Fangraphs), even with a month spent on the shelf. "He was ridiculous," Twins outfielder Chris Gimenez said. "I think he struck out, like, 38 guys today. He was really good today. Breaking ball was phenomenal. He was Kluber." Ask Kluber about all the strikeouts -- eight looking on Saturday -- and he'll answer with a shrug. "I couldn't honestly care less about striking out 13 guys," Kluber said. "I would have rather not let those guys score in the first inning." Kipnis' throw, combined with Santana's jump-and-spin reaction, allowed Dozier to reach base to open the game. Kluber then issued a walk to Joe Mauer and surrendered a run-scoring double to Robbie Grossman, who ripped a pitch into the right-field corner. Then, catcher Yan Gomes made an errant pick-off attempt to third base, giving Mauer ample time to trot home to give the Twins a swift 2-0 advantage. Kluber was eventually taken off the hook for a hard-luck loss, but the mistakes in his 25-pitch first inning were still felt later in the game. With the right-hander's pitch count at 106, Indians manager Terry Francona handed the ball to closer Cody Allen in the eighth inning. Dozier then belted a leadoff, go-ahead home run to put Cleveland on its way to a second straight loss. "Boy, he was good," Francona said of Kluber. "It's a shame, because the way the first inning unfolded, not only did they get the two [runs], but it probably cost him pitching the eighth inning. Instead of having the first-pitch out of the game, which is about the best thing you could ever hope for, all of a sudden, he's pitching out of trouble." Tribe turns to Tomlin to take on Twins By William Kosileski / MLB.com | 6:57 AM ET + 6 COMMENTS Twins ace Ervin Santana and Indians right-hander Josh Tomlin will square off in the series finale between the two ballclubs on Sunday at Progressive Field. Santana will look to turn his June around, as the right-hander has gone 2-2 with a 7.04 ERA in four starts (23 innings) this month. His only quality start of the month came on June 9 against the Giants, when he pitched a four-hit shutout, but Santana has allowed 18 runs on 26 hits in his other three outings this month. The veteran attributed his slump to having struggles with his slider. "[My slider] is very important to my success," Santana said on Saturday. "It is my strikeout pitch. In a big situation, that is the pitch that you're going to use. If it is flat and down the middle without much break, there is going to be either a base hit or a homer. You want to have a good bite to your slider." Santana is coming off his ninth win of the season, but it wasn't pretty. He allowed six runs on 10 hits -- two homers -- and walked two in five innings against the White Sox on Tuesday. Santana will make his 24th career start against the Tribe, against whom he is 6-11 with a 4.00 ERA in 135 innings. In his last outing, Tomlin was credited with a no-decision after allowing five runs and three home runs in 4 2/3 innings against the Orioles on Tuesday. It marked the seventh time in 14 starts this season that Tomlin had allowed at least four earned runs in an outing. Although Tomlin has been inconsistent against the Twins in his career -- going 5-5 with a 5.13 ERA in 80 2/3 innings -- he has pitched well against them in 2017. In two starts vs. Minnesota this season, Tomlin is 1-1 with a 2.57 ERA, nine strikeouts and only one walk in 14 innings. Three things to know about this game • As with most of the pitchers in the Indians' starting rotation, Twins first baseman Joe Mauer has had a lot of success against Tomlin in his career. Mauer has gone 11-for-29 (.379) with four RBIs against Tomlin. • Indians third baseman Jose Ramirez has been one of the hottest hitters in the Majors of late, and he will look to not only continue his hot streak, but also his career success against Santana. In 19 at-bats against Santana, Ramirez has hit .474 with a double, a triple, seven RBIs and a 1.105 OPS. • Twins third baseman Miguel Sano did not start in either of the first two games of the series, as he has been battling an illness. Expect him to return to the lineup for Sunday's series finale. He has posted good career numbers against Tomlin, going 5-for-15 (.333) with a double, two homers, four RBIs and a 1.175 OPS. Kluber K's 13, but Indians fall to Twins By Jordan Bastian and William Kosileski / MLB.com | June 24th, 2017 + 200 COMMENTS 
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Kluber: K's don't mean a thing without a win By Jordan Bastian / MLB.com | @MLBastian | June 24th, 2017 + 0 COMMENTS CLEVELAND -- Jason Kipnis stared at Indians first baseman Carlos Santana for a moment from across the diamond. One pitch into Saturday's game, the second baseman gloved a grounder off the bat of Brian Dozier and fired the ball to Santana, who jumped off the bag to make the catch. The result of the play was a throwing error charged to Kipnis -- the first of two first-inning missteps that loomed large in a 4-2 loss to the Twins at Progressive Field. Maybe Santana could have stretched with his foot still on the bag. Maybe not. Either way, Kipnis did not expect the early mistakes to wind up derailing another stellar start from Tribe ace Corey Kluber. "You hope they don't come back to have that big of an impact on the game," Kipnis said. "You think Kluber is hopefully going to settle in -- do what he did -- and keep them right there, give us our chance and time to go to work on their pitcher. We couldn't come up with a big hit with the guys on base today." Over seven innings, Kluber certainly did his part for Cleveland, which saw its lead over the Twins cut to a half-game in the American League Central standings. The right-hander carved up Minnesota's lineup to the tune of 13 strikeouts, marking his third consecutive outing with at least 10 punchouts. Only Hall of Famer Bob Feller has had a longer streak in franchise history, stringing four such starts together between the end of 1938 and the start of '39. Kluber chalked up his 29th career double-digit strikeout game and continued on the tear he has enjoyed since coming off the disabled list on June 1. In five starts over that time period, he has turned in a 1.29 ERA with a .157 opponents' average and 52 strikeouts against six walks in 35 innings. Kluber ranks fourth among AL pitchers in WAR (2.4 per Fangraphs), even with a month spent on the shelf. "He was ridiculous," Twins outfielder Chris Gimenez said. "I think he struck out, like, 38 guys today. He was really good today. Breaking ball was phenomenal. He was Kluber." Ask Kluber about all the strikeouts -- eight looking on Saturday -- and he'll answer with a shrug. "I couldn't honestly care less about striking out 13 guys," Kluber said. "I would have rather not let those guys score in the first inning." Kipnis' throw, combined with Santana's jump-and-spin reaction, allowed Dozier to reach base to open the game. Kluber then issued a walk to Joe Mauer and surrendered a run-scoring double to Robbie Grossman, who ripped a pitch into the right-field corner. Then, catcher Yan Gomes made an errant pick-off attempt to third base, giving Mauer ample time to trot home to give the Twins a swift 2-0 advantage. Kluber was eventually taken off the hook for a hard-luck loss, but the mistakes in his 25-pitch first inning were still felt later in the game. With the right-hander's pitch count at 106, Indians manager Terry Francona handed the ball to closer Cody Allen in the eighth inning. Dozier then belted a leadoff, go-ahead home run to put Cleveland on its way to a second straight loss. "Boy, he was good," Francona said of Kluber. "It's a shame, because the way the first inning unfolded, not only did they get the two [runs], but it probably cost him pitching the eighth inning. Instead of having the first-pitch out of the game, which is about the best thing you could ever hope for, all of a sudden, he's pitching out of trouble." Tribe turns to Tomlin to take on Twins By William Kosileski / MLB.com | 6:57 AM ET + 6 COMMENTS Twins ace Ervin Santana and Indians right-hander Josh Tomlin will square off in the series finale between the two ballclubs on Sunday at Progressive Field. Santana will look to turn his June around, as the right-hander has gone 2-2 with a 7.04 ERA in four starts (23 innings) this month. His only quality start of the month came on June 9 against the Giants, when he pitched a four-hit shutout, but Santana has allowed 18 runs on 26 hits in his other three outings this month. The veteran attributed his slump to having struggles with his slider. "[My slider] is very important to my success," Santana said on Saturday. "It is my strikeout pitch. In a big situation, that is the pitch that you're going to use. If it is flat and down the middle without much break, there is going to be either a base hit or a homer. You want to have a good bite to your slider." Santana is coming off his ninth win of the season, but it wasn't pretty. He allowed six runs on 10 hits -- two homers -- and walked two in five innings against the White Sox on Tuesday. Santana will make his 24th career start against the Tribe, against whom he is 6-11 with a 4.00 ERA in 135 innings. In his last outing, Tomlin was credited with a no-decision after allowing five runs and three home runs in 4 2/3 innings against the Orioles on Tuesday. It marked the seventh time in 14 starts this season that Tomlin had allowed at least four earned runs in an outing. Although Tomlin has been inconsistent against the Twins in his career -- going 5-5 with a 5.13 ERA in 80 2/3 innings -- he has pitched well against them in 2017. In two starts vs. Minnesota this season, Tomlin is 1-1 with a 2.57 ERA, nine strikeouts and only one walk in 14 innings. Three things to know about this game • As with most of the pitchers in the Indians' starting rotation, Twins first baseman Joe Mauer has had a lot of success against Tomlin in his career. Mauer has gone 11-for-29 (.379) with four RBIs against Tomlin. • Indians third baseman Jose Ramirez has been one of the hottest hitters in the Majors of late, and he will look to not only continue his hot streak, but also his career success against Santana. In 19 at-bats against Santana, Ramirez has hit .474 with a double, a triple, seven RBIs and a 1.105 OPS. • Twins third baseman Miguel Sano did not start in either of the first two games of the series, as he has been battling an illness. Expect him to return to the lineup for Sunday's series finale. He has posted good career numbers against Tomlin, going 5-for-15 (.333) with a double, two homers, four RBIs and a 1.175 OPS. Kluber K's 13, but Indians fall to Twins By Jordan Bastian and William Kosileski / MLB.com | June 24th, 2017 + 200 COMMENTS
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CLEVELAND -- Despite a dominant start by Indians ace Corey Kluber, Brian Dozier's go-ahead solo home run in the eighth inning off Cody Allen proved to be the difference in the Twins' 4-2 victory over the Indians on Saturday at Progressive Field. Dozier's shot -- his 13th of the season -- came on Allen's sixth pitch after he replaced Kluber, who held the Twins to three hits and struck out a season-high 13 batters in seven innings. The win clinches the series for the Twins, who pulled within a half-game of the Tribe in the American League Central. "I missed a really good pitch to hit [the pitch before]," Dozier said. "I knew he was coming with a heater. There was no way he was going to try to give a leadoff walk and try to throw a curveball. He could've gone for the punch out, but I think it was too risky. I just tried to get the head out." The Twins took advantage of the Indians' miscues in the first inning, leading to a two-run frame highlighted by an RBI double by right fielder Robbie Grossman. Joe Mauer scored the Twins' second run on a throwing error from Indians catcher Yan Gomes. Both runs in the first were unearned. Chris Gimenez added a solo home run in the ninth inning off Zach McAllister. Kluber took a no-decision, but he has a 1.29 ERA with 52 strikeouts against six walks in 35 innings since coming off the disabled list on June 1. He has not allowed an earned run for 21 consecutive innings. "Boy, he was good," Indians manager Terry Francona said. "It's a shame, because the way the first inning unfolded, not only did they get the two [runs], but it probably cost him pitching the eighth inning." Twins starter Kyle Gibson was credited with a no-decision after he went 4 2/3 innings, allowing one run on four hits while walking four. The only run he allowed came on a home run from Jose Ramirez in the fourth inning. "[Gibson] had to fight," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "It was kind of mixed bag with him, but he grinded it out until those two walks in the fifth there, and then we went ahead and tried to keep the game under control, and we were able to hang on from there." The Indians scored their second run in the seventh on a throwing error from shortstop Jorge Polanco, which tied the game before Dozier led off the next half inning with his homer. MOMENTS THAT MATTERED Buxton ends game with four-star grab: With two outs in the bottom of the ninth inning and Lindor -- who doubled -- on second, Twins closer Brandon Kintzler got Kipnis to hit a sinking fly ball to center field. Byron Buxton came charging in and made a diving catch to not only take a hit away from Kipnis, but to end the ballgame. Per Statcast™, the play had a 49 percent catch probability, making it a four-star catch. Buxton leads the Majors with 14 four-star catches this season. "These guys are very good low-ball hitters, and that's kind of Kintzler's bread and butter," Molitor said. "He got behind a few guys, and Lindor squared up a double there. Kipnis hit it on the butt, too. It's nice when you have a guy like Buxton who can close in to make a play like that and get you off the field and win a game." Rogers gets out of trouble: With runners on first and second with one out in the seventh against reliever Matt Belisle, Francisco Lindor beat out a 3-6-1 double-play attempt, and a bad throw to first by Polanco allowed Yan Gomes to score the tying run. Molitor then decided to hand the ball over to reliever Taylor Rogers. The left-hander surrendered an infield single to Jason Kipnis, but was able to get Ramirez to ground out to second to end the inning and escape further damage. "We had to go out and get Matty after a misplay and [Rogers] was able to settle in and get four big outs for us," Molitor said. "You can't say enough about the jobs [Rogers and Tyler Duffey] have done for us." More > Dozier goes deep: After the Indians tied the game in the bottom of the seventh, Francona opted to bring in right-hander Allen to face the top of the Twins' order in the eighth. With Dozier at the plate, Allen left a 3-2 fastball up and in, and the Twins second baseman lined it to the Home Run Porch in left to give the Twins the 3-2 lead. Per Statcast™, the go-ahead homer had an exit velocity of 105 mph. "That's how Terry works over there," Dozier said about Francona bringing in his closer in the eighth inning. "Whenever he gets an opportunity to stop the bleeding or after they tied it back up to gain the momentum back, that's kind of what he's known for, whether it is Allen or [Andrew] Miller, or whoever it is." QUOTABLE "You hope they don't come back to have that big of an impact on the game. You think Kluber is hopefully going to settle in -- do what he did -- and keep them right there, give us our chance and time to go to work on their pitcher. We couldn't come up with a big hit with the guys on base today." -- Kipnis, on the two first-inning errors "The guys he was facing, or potentially was going to face, were something like 4-for-40 [against him]. Again, we really needed Cody to pitch and Andrew [Miller] has pitched a lot. That was the reason." -- Francona, on using Allen in the eighth inning "He was ridiculous. I think he struck out, like, 38 guys today. He was really good today. Breaking ball was phenomenal. He was Kluber. He was picking on the outside part of the plate, cutters, sinkers, wipeout breaking balls that are harder than I can throw my fastball." -- Gimenez, on Kluber SOUND SMART WITH YOUR FRIENDS For the second time in his career, Kluber has collected at least 10 strikeouts in three consecutive outings. Hall of Famer Bob Feller owns the franchise record with four such starts in a row. Feller accomplished the feat from Sept. 23, 1938-April 21, 1939. Indians outfielder Austin Jackson collected his 1,000th career hit with his one-out single to left in the third inning. WHAT'S NEXT Twins: Ace Ervin Santana (9-4, 2.97 ERA) will toe the rubber in Sunday's series finale against the Tribe at 12:10 p.m. CT at Progressive Field. Although Santana has struggled in June -- going 2-2 with a 7.04 ERA in four starts -- he is coming off his ninth win, in which he allowed six runs on 10 hits in five innings against the White Sox on Tuesday. Indians: Right-hander Josh Tomlin (4-8, 6.07 ERA) is scheduled to take the hill for the Tribe in the finale of this series with the Twins on Sunday at 1:10 p.m. ET. Tomlin has held Minnesota to four runs over 14 innings (2.57 ERA) in two starts this season. The righty has gone 3-5 with a 6.58 ERA in eight home outings this year.
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Francona easing Zimmer into lefty matchups By Jordan Bastian / MLB.com | @MLBastian | June 24th, 2017 + 5 COMMENTS CLEVELAND -- Indians manager Terry Francona weighs multiple factors when decided whether to sit rookie Bradley Zimmer against a left-handed starter. Francona will consider the style of the lefty, while also examining the opposing team's bullpen, trying to determine if Zimmer could be a weapon off the bench. On Saturday, Francona admitted he may have over-thought the situation one night earlier. "I should've played him last night. I was kicking myself," said Francona, referring to having Zimmer on the bench during Friday's 5-0 loss to the Twins. "It's not an exact science. We're trying to develop this kid. You try to maybe give him what you think he can handle, because I think as he grows, he's going to grow into handling a lot. "But, I don't think it's bad to kind of work into it, because this league can be really tough on people. You feel a responsibility to kind of try to help guys along. I know he wants to play every day, and there's going to be a day when he does." Last season, Francona limited Tyler Naquin's exposure to lefty pitching and the outfielder thrived offensively, finishing third in voting for the American League Rookie of the Year Award. Lonnie Chisenhall has been used mostly against righty pitching and has made a career out of that role. The manager has adopted a similar approach early on with the 24-year-old Zimmer. Throughout his Minor League career, Zimmer was used to being in the lineup on a daily basis. He hit .273 with a .467 slugging percentage against righties (946 at-bats), compared to .264 with a .411 slugging against lefties (299 at-bats). That is not a dramatic difference, but Zimmer has experienced more inconsistency vs. southpaws. Last year, while undergoing a mechanical overhaul with his swing, for example, Zimmer hit .179 with a .250 slugging off lefties. "I didn't even really notice that I wasn't hitting lefties very well at that time," Zimmer said, "until our hitting coach sat me down and said, 'Hey, you're doing God awful against lefties.' He was right. I think with the adjustments I made in my swing, certain things I did allow me to now see lefties better. I've had much better at-bats and success off lefties this year." Between Triple-A Columbus and Cleveland this season, Zimmer was hitting .302 with a .472 slugging percentage in 53 at-bats off lefties, entering Saturday. Zimmer said he has no issues with how Francona has handled his playing time. "At first, it was definitely new," Zimmer said. "I mean, it still is. I'm sort of just used to showing up, and I usually don't even look in the lineup. I usually just know that I'm playing no matter what. So, it's been an adjustment, but I think it's good for various reasons. One being, if I'm not starting, I stay locked in and am able to come off the bench." "I've faced a handful of lefties here, so I've definitely gotten my opportunities," he added later. "It's just kind of baby steps, and then we'll see what the future holds." Indians sign four more picks Cleveland signed 2017 Draft picks outfielder Johnathan Rodriguez (Round 3), lefty Kirk McCarty (Round 7), lefty Matthew Turner (Round 11) and right-hander Nick Gallagher (Round 16) on Saturday. The Indians have now signed 21 of their draftees, including six of the team's first 10 picks. McKenzie fans nine for Lynchburg • No. 49 overall prospect Triston McKenzie (Indians' No. 3) bounced back in a big way for Class A Advanced Lynchburg. After giving up seven runs in 1 2/3 innings in his last start, McKenzie gave up one run on eight hits over six innings. The 19-year-old didn't issue a walk and struck out nine. • Indians' No. 22 prospect Ryan Merritt was stuck with a no-decision despite putting together one of his best starts this season for Triple-A Columbus. Merritt set a career high with 10 strikeouts as he gave up one run on three hits over eight innings. Progressive Field hosts Pitch, Hit & Run event By William Kosileski / MLB.com | June 24th, 2017 + 0 COMMENTS CLEVELAND -- In his final year participating in the annual Scotts MLB Pitch, Hit & Run event at Progressive Field, Chaz Neuenschwander finished the competition on top. Neuenschwander -- a native of Willshire, Ohio -- claimed the first-place plaque in the 13/14 baseball division on Saturday morning in the competition's 21st annual contest. It marked the third time that Neuenschwander has taken part in the competition, and the second consecutive year he has won the first-place prize. "This is my last year for Pitch, Hit & Run," Neuenschwander said. "Yeah, I will remember this and I will remember winning in my last time competing. It was a very cool experience." The 24 participants were split into four divisions in both baseball and softball, which consisted of three competitors depending on age. In the two-hour competition, each contestant went through pitching, hitting and running stations in left and center field while their family members watched from the stands on the third-base line. Each contestant wasn't a veteran like Neuenschwander, however, as several kids were participating in the competition for the first time. One of the first-timers was Taylor Lemaster (Oak Harbor, Ohio), the winner of the 13/14 softball division. "I was a little nervous because I didn't know who I was expecting to be here and who I would be competing against." Lemaster said. "[My parents] told me to just do what I do best." The contest began with pitching, as participants threw six pitches into a pitching net, trying to locate the ball in the strike zone. This was followed by the hitting portion of the competition, where they took three swings off a tee in the left-field corner, hitting the ball across the outfield. "My favorite part of the day was probably my hitting," Neuenschwander said. "I probably could have centered it out a little bit, though.
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The final part of the event was baserunning. Because the tarp was on the infield, bases were placed in the outfield grass for this station. Each contestant was timed as they ran from second to home. "The station I liked best was running," said Micah Nolan (Warren, Ohio), the first-place winner in the 11/12 baseball division. Along with Neuenschwander and Nolan, Tyson Culp (Bettsville, Ohio) and Caleb Lehman (Celina, Ohio) won first-place in the 9/10 and the 7/8 baseball divisions, respectively. For softball, Kendra Culler-Gautschi (Huron, Ohio) in the 11/12 division, Brittyn Bruns (Rockford, Ohio) in the 9/10 division and Elly Evarts (Gibsonburg, Ohio) in the 7/8 division joined Lemaster as the first-place finishers. The winners of each division were set to be honored in a pregame ceremony on the field on Saturday before the Tribe's game against the Twins. The top competitors nationwide from each age group will have a chance to compete in the National Finals in Miami during MLB All-Star Week at Marlins Park. Pitch, Hit & Run, the "Official Youth Skills Competition of Major League Baseball," invites kids to demonstrate their pitching, hitting and running abilities in both baseball and softball. The competition takes place in conjunction with the "PLAY BALL" initiative between Major League Baseball, USA Baseball and USA Softball. The initiative encourages widespread participation in all forms of baseball and softball activities among all age groups, especially the youth. Covering the Bases: Game 73 by Jordan Bastian FIRST: Had it not been for a pair of errors in the first inning, maybe Corey Kluber could have taken the mound for the eighth. Instead, the early mistakes still lingered late, and manager Terry Francona had a choice to make with his bullpen. Thanks in part to a 25-pitch first, Kluber was over the century mark when the eighth rolled around. With the game caught in a 2–2 tie, and the top of the Twins’ lineup due up, Francona went with closer Cody Allen. Six pitches later, Brian Dozier was trotting around the bases after a leadoff home run. There was sound reasoning behind Francona’s thinking, though. “The guys he was facing,” Francona said, “or potentially was going to face, were something like 4-for-40 [against Allen]. Again, we really needed Cody to pitch and Andrew [Miller] has pitched a lot. That was the reason.” Allen wound up facing Dozier, Joe Mauer, Robbie Grossman, Kennys Vargas and Eduardo Escobar in the eighth. Heading into the game, here was their carer production off the closer: Dozier: 2-for-12, 6 K Mauer: 1-for-8, 0 K Grossman: 1-for-5, 3 K Vargas: 0-for-2, 1 K Escobar: 1-for-8, 5 K
 — - Total: 5-for-35, 15 K That same segment of the Twins’ lineup had gone 5-for-33 with 16 strikeouts collectively all-time against Miller, so there’s not a drastic difference there. Not that platoon advantage is a huge deal in determining whether to hand the ball to Allen or Miller, but Dozier has also done much better this year vs. LHP (.320 AVG and .993 OPS) than vs. RHP (.239 AVG and .742 OPS). And, as Francona mentioned, Allen needed the work. The closer was activated from MLB’s paternity list on Friday and had not appeared in a game for the Tribe since Sunday. The bigger issue here wasn’t the decision to go with Allen, but the pitch he wound up throwing for the home run. Here’s the location of the four-seamer in question: And here’s Dozier’s career slugging against right-handed fastballs: Per Statcast, Dozier had slugged .778 (21/28) against right-handed fastballs to that area of the strike zone. “I missed a really good pitch to hit [the pitch before],” Dozier said. “I knew he was coming with a heater. There was no way he was going to try to give a leadoff walk and try to throw a curveball. He could’ve gone for the punchout, but I think it was too risky. I just tried to get the head [of the bat] out.” SECOND: Corey Kluber was in overpowering form once again for the Indians. Over seven inning, the Tribe ace piled up 13 strikeouts, scattered three hits, issued two walks (one intentional) and allowed no earned runs. Kluber has now gone 21 straight innings without yielding an earned run, dating back to the second inning of his June 14 start against the Dodgers. “It’s a testament to what just good old-fashioned hard work ethic can do,” Francona said. “You go all the way back before I was here, when he was in Triple-A, his numbers weren’t that great. There’s how many guys in the league that throw just as hard as him.
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“But, through hard work, he has turned himself into one of the best pitchers in the game. And good for us, because he’s strong, he’s got endurance.” Since coming off the disabled list on June 1, Kluber has posted a 1.29 ERA with 52 strikeouts and six walks over 35 innings. In that span, he’s held batters to a .157 average with 13.4 strikeouts per nine and an 8.7 strikeout-to-walk ratio. He’s been decent. There’s also been a noticeable change in Kluber’s approach this month: Suddenly, Kluber’s curveball (one of the best pitches in baseball) has become his most-used pitch. This is Kluber’s usage chart for this season. His curve is listed as a “slider” in this breakdown by Brooks. That stayed true on Saturday, when he threw more curves (32 of 106) than any other offering. More breaking pitches is a league-wide trend, and Kluber has followed suit, throwing his best pitch the most during his strong June run. “He was good,” Francona said. “It’s a shame, because the way the first inning unfolded, not only did they get the two [runs], but it probably cost him pitching the eighth inning.” THIRD: The combination of two errors in the first, and another game filled with missed chances on offense, contributed toKluber walking away with a no-decision. At least it wasn’t a hard-luck loss. As meaningless as win-loss record is for pitchers, it’s nice not to have an “L” next to his name for this one. For the second game in a row, Cleveland just couldn’t cash in on some heavy traffic. On Friday night, Aldaberto Mejia walked five in five innings, but walked away unscathed. On Saturday, Kyle Gibson issued four free passes in 4.2 innings, and his only misstep was a one-out solo homer to Jose Ramirez in the fourth. (Ramirez now has a .490/.527/1.000 slash line over his past 12 games.) The Indians ended the day 0-for with RISP, and the Twins ended the day only a half-game back in the AL Central standings. “They’re giving us a taste of our own medicine,” Indians second baseman Jason Kipnis said. “They are doing to us what we did at their place. I don’t know how or why. It is obviously easier to have more energy when you are hitting the ball well and things are going your way. “You’ve got to keep fighting through it and fighting through the frustration when things aren’t going your way. Things happen. I thought Kluber obviously pitched well enough to win the game, but the offense just didn’t get it done tonight.” HOME: Prior to Saturday’s game, Francona was asked about Byron Buxton’s defensive ability in center field, and he offered about as high of praise as a manager can: “I don’t think I’m over-stating it,” Francona said. “Defensively, he’s as good going to get the ball as anybody maybe anybody I’ve ever seen. Andruw Jones in his prime was pretty special at like getting jumps. I don’t think he had this kind of speed, but his jumps were incredible. You think of Devon White guys like that.” Then, Buxton did this to Bradley Zimmer in the third: https://medium.com/media/105bab630b7ba197d7c2b09900bc0ed4/href And then Buxton did this to Kipnis to end the game: https://medium.com/media/d528ae2c107c0d3547c710ff0e0af154/href That last one came with Francisco Lindor on second base. According to Statcast, that ball in play had a Catch Probability of 49 percent, making that Buxton’s MLB-leading 14th four-star catch of the season. “It’s nice when you have a guy like Buxton,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said, “who can close in to make a play like that and get you off the field and win a game.” June 24: Tito’s pregame minutiae by Jordan Bastian On checking on Boone Logan in Friday’s game: “He slipped. It was getting wet out there. He slipped and just when he was walking back, I just wanted to make sure he was OK. He waved me off right away, but I had my momentum going, so I just kept going.” On Logan pitching better of late: “Shoot, at one point, the last seven guys he faced he struck out. I’d say that’s better. Yeah, I think he’s found his breaking ball. And it’s hard sometimes when you’re facing as few hitters as he is. That’s why sometimes we like to let him face three or four hitters, just to let him get some rhythm going. But, no, he’s been a lot better. And that lefty is such an important guy, because he’s going to face, so often, a good left-handed hitter. It might be a little earlier in the game than some of the other guys, but so often it’s with the game on the line.”
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Update on Michael Brantley (ran on treadmill on Friday): “It’s the same thing today. In fact, I think he was just doing it in a couple minutes. He’s just kind of starting. He’ll do that again today and then we’ll just see where that leads. He’s a lot better. I don’t think he’s ready to do [certain baseball activities]. That’s why we kept him in there.” On Byron Buxton playing center: “Buxton, and I don’t think I’m over-stating it, defensively, he’s as good going to get the ball as anybody maybe anybody I’ve ever seen. Andruw Jones in his prime was pretty special at like getting jumps. I don’t think he had this kind of speed, but his jumps were incredible. You think of Devon White guys like that. But this guy, man, shoot, that one series we played them here, a couple of our guys would’ve been hot and came away, and Hoynsie’s asking me why they’re slumping. It’s because he was making catches everywhere. And you watch him at the plate, and I know he’s had his ups and downs, but we’ve also seen him have like maybe a month or six weeks where he’s kind of starting to figure it out. My guess is, when he figures it out, he’s going to go from being a guy that hits ninth to being an All-Star, because the tools are just off the charts.” On Bradley Zimmer showing good plate discipline: “A lot of times, you see young guys, especially because he’ll swing through some pitches, and then you start to see and it’s everybody, but especially young guys they start to cheat a little bit. And he doesn’t do that. He maintains. He swings at strikes. He’s not going to chase. And it’s a real mature approach. Right when you think maybe there’s been a couple at-bats where they’re kind of getting the best of him, he’ll kind of waffle one into left field or he’ll beat a ball out. He has the ability to bunt. He has a lot of ways of staying away from a lot of 0-fors.” On the game not speeding up on Zimmer in early MLB exposure: “I thought that was reasonable to expect with him, just because he hadn’t played a ton. And it’s not a knock on the University of San Francisco, but they’re just not a baseball powerhouse. And I think we’ve been really pleasantly pleased with not just his ability to go get the ball in center field, because that’s kind of almost God given, but his willingness to be ready for every pitch, and to pay attention, and his throwing. He hasn’t missed a cut-off man. Things like that. And also still having enough on the ball to throw a guy out at the plate where you get the bets of both worlds. If you get the out, good. If you don’t, somebody can cut it and there’s not runners running all over the place. How many times do you see in Spring Training, you bring a young kid over and it doesn’t matter what the score is, man, they get a ball and they want to show. They fire that ball and it’s like over everybody’s head. Zim’s done a really good job keeping the ball down, so you’re always keeping the double play in order, at worst. In fact, I think that one throw in Baltimore, I think Santana would’ve cut it if he could, but it went like right past him.” On the factors involved in deciding to sit Zimmer vs. certain lefties: “I was kicking myself last night. I should’ve played him last night. I was kicking myself. Part of it is, too, I think the main focus needs to be on the starter that night, because he’s going to face the majority of the at-bats. But, you also want to have a bench where, you think like, ‘OK, if we get in a situation, we can do this or do that.’ But, I was kind of kicking myself. I probably should’ve played him. It’s not an exact science, to get to your point. Again, we’re trying to develop this kid. You try to maybe give him what you think he can handle, because I think as he grows, he’s going to grow into handling a lot. But, I don’t think it’s bad to kind of work into it, because this league can be really tough on people. You feel a responsibility to kind of try to help guys along. I know he wants to play every day, and there’s going to be a day when he does. But, I don’t think it’s bad right now to I don’t know if ‘easing’ him into it is the right word, but I think you know what I mean.” On Zimmer staying ready to enter games off bench: “He knows that. He’s aware of that. He’s got a pretty good head on his shoulders. I’ve actually enjoyed him, because he’s kind of a quiet kid when you first meet him, and he doesn’t give you much back until you start to talk to him. But then, when you do, he’s pretty thoughtful and he listens. We kind of walked through, I mean, I told him kind of point blank, so often in the Minor Leagues, guys are told where to go. Point A to Point B. Steal. Do this. Do that. And everybody has their own way of doing things. I just think that players are better when they’re allowed to be themselves and be athletic. I just don’t want to look up and be shocked when somebody runs. And so, when guys understand the way we want to do things, I think they’re better when they can go when they feel like they get a good jump. Now, we have the ability certainly to stop guys or things like that, or to nudge them along. I just think if I send them all the time, we’re not going to be as good running the bases. And it’s not, I don’t feel like I’m shirking my responsibility. I’ve just always felt that way. And, for the very most part, I think our guys have been really good and, again, Sandy’s down there.” On Zimmer’s defensive value creating more chances for him to stay in games: “When we’re winning, and they bring in a lefty, we’ve never hit for him, because he’s our best center fielder. So, it kind of allows you to let him have some at-bats, knowing that maybe it’s not the greatest matchup. But, we’re winning and he’s so good defensively, but give him the experience. Heck yeah.” On Francisco Lindor showing signs of life offensively: “Yeah, his takes even have been better. Last night, right-handed, they threw him a couple breaking balls down and he didn’t budge. That’s a real good sign. Yeah, I do. He’s too good not to [come around].” Updates on Brandon Guyer, Abraham Almonte and Danny Salazar:
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“[Guyer] is playing tonight [with Triple-A Columbus]. The rain kind of got in the way yesterday. He’s playing tonight and then we’ll talk to him after the game. Abe is also going to throw to the bases and then DH. And Danny’s doing fine. He’s doing drill work and stuff and then Monday he’ll do his sim game.” Dozier's home run lifts Twins past Indians 4-2 STEVE HERRICK (Associated Press) CLEVELAND (AP) -- The Minnesota Twins aren't planning to go away in the AL Central. Brian Dozier hit a leadoff homer off closer Cody Allen to break an eighth-inning tie and Minnesota defeated the Cleveland Indians for the second straight day, 4-2 on Saturday. Dozier homered into the left field porch on a 3-2 pitch and narrowed Cleveland's lead over Minnesota to one-half game. The Twins' second baseman was 2 for 12 with six strikeouts against Allen going into the at-bat. ''I knew he was coming with a heater, there was no way he was going to throw a leadoff walk and try to throw a curveball,'' Dozier said. ''He just missed it.'' The Indians swept a four-game series at Target Field last weekend, but the Twins have responded in the first two games of this series. ''It was the most high energy game we've had in a very long time, given the circumstances,'' Dozier said. ''We battled. That's what good teams do.'' ''They've outplayed us,'' Indians manager Terry Francona said. ''We got to come out tomorrow and get after it. I might just stay in my uniform. Tomorrow will be a fun game to play.'' Cleveland's Corey Kluber struck out a season-high 13 and allowed three hits in seven innings, but throwing errors by second baseman Jason Kipnis and catcher Yan Gomes led to two unearned runs in the first. Minnesota used five pitchers in the win. Taylor Rogers (4-1) recorded the final out of the seventh and pitched 1 1/3 innings. Brandon Kintzler pitched the ninth for his 20th save. Francisco Lindor doubled with two outs, but center fielder Byron Buxton made a diving catch of Kipnis' liner. Allen (0-3) was making his first appearance since Sunday. The right-hander was on the paternity list earlier this week when his wife gave birth to the couple's first child. Chris Gimenez, who played for the Indians last season, hit a solo homer in the ninth off Zach McAllister. Jose Ramirez hit a solo homer in the fourth. Cleveland tied the game in the seventh on shortstop Jorge Polanco's throwing error. Kluber, who pitched a three-hit shutout against Baltimore in his last start, has recorded at least 10 strikeouts in three straight starts. Kipins, who was playing in the shortstop position on the shift, made a high throw to first on Dozier's ground ball to start the game. Joe Mauer walked and Robbie Grossman's double scored Dozier. Gomes tried to pick off Mauer at third but his throw went into left field for the second unearned run. NO BIG DEAL Kluber downplayed his strikeout total and blamed himself for Minnesota's early runs. ''I could honestly care less about striking out 13 guys,'' he said. ''I would rather not let those two guys score in the first inning. If that's the case I guess we're still playing.'' ''It's a shame,'' Francona said. ''The way the first inning unfolded, not only did they get the two, but it also probably cost him pitching the eighth.'' LINEUP SHUFFLE Twins outfielders Max Kepler and Eddie Rosario were late scratches. Kepler fouled a ball off his right foot Friday while Rosario didn't start because of an illness, but entered in the eighth. Third baseman Miguel Sano (sinus infection) missed his second straight game. ''It was a hard-fought win,'' manager Paul Molitor said. ''Obviously we had to juggle the lineup more than once before the game even began, but we fought.'' NUMBERS GAME
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The Twins are 22-9 on the road and have won four of five at Progressive Field. The Indians have won all seven games at Target Field, but fell to 15-19 at home. TRAINER'S ROOM Twins: Kepler had X-rays taken of the foot Saturday that were negative. Indians: OF Brandon Guyer (sprained left wrist) has appeared in four games on a rehab assignment at Triple-A Columbus and could rejoin the major league team in a couple of days. UP NEXT Twins: RHP Ervin Santana defeated the Indians at Progressive Field on May 12, allowing two runs in seven innings. Minnesota's ace didn't start in Cleveland's sweep last weekend. Indians: RHP Josh Tomlin is 1-1 against the Twins this season and 5-5 versus Minnesota in 16 career appearances. Twins 4, Indians 2: 13 Walk-Off Thoughts on an ugly first inning, Corey Kluber’s renewed dominance Here are 13 Walk-Off Thoughts after the Indians’ 4-2 loss to the Minnesota Twins on Saturday. 1. The Indians received a dominating performance from ace Corey Kluber but didn’t help him much in the first inning. Two errors led to two runs, and that self-inflicted deficit lasted until the seventh inning. 2. The error was attributed to Jason Kipnis, who was charged with a throwing error while in the shift. Throwing from the left side of the infield, Kipnis’ throw wasn’t too far off the mark but pulled Carlos Santana off the bag. After a walk, Dozier was driven in via a double by Robbie Grossman. And with Joe Mauer on third, Yan Gomes attempted a snap throw that got by Jose Ramirez, allowing Mauer to easily score. 3. As Indians manager Terry Francona pointed out, that inning also cost Kluber in his pitch count, which might have forced his exit from the game an inning early—meaning, he might have thrown the eighth inning, when Dozier took Cody Allen deep the game-winning run. 4. Francona: “He was good. It’s a shame because the way the first inning unfolded, not only did they get the two, but it probably cost him pitching the eighth inning. Instead of having the first pitch out of the game, which is about the best thing you could ever hope for, all of a sudden, he’s pitching out of trouble. He had a walk. We didn’t handle the first play. We threw a ball away. The runs are important, but almost as important the fact that it probably cost him an inning.” 5. Kluber: “Yeah, I think it was big to be able to strand the last guy but I was kind of disappointed in the way I handled the next two batters after the leadoff error, but like you said was able to bounce back and at least leave the last guy out there.” 6. Though it came in a loss, it was another example of Kluber looking to be in top form since returning from the disabled list with a strained lower back. Here’s Kluber since being activated from the DL: June 1: 6 innings, 0 ER, 10 K’s June 9: 6 innings, 3 ER, 8 K’s June 14: 7 innings, 2 ER, 10 K’s June 19: 9 innings, 0 ER, 11 K’s June 24: 7 innings, 0 ER, 13 K’s 7. Altogether? A 1.29 ERA and 52 strikeouts in 35 innings. Kluber has said he’s been having to manage his back issue with a few extra exercises in-between starts. But it certainly no longer seems to be an issue. His season can be split into two parts: Pitching with the back issue (and in his first start, an issue with calluses) and after his DL stint. His regular self pitching every fifth day was one of the elements missing during the Indians’ sluggish start to the season. 8. Kluber: “I think first of all I probably have my body in a better position to be able to pitch the way I know how. But I think the key is just being able to throw all my pitches, not just for strikes but being able to command them, throw them where I want to throw them, not just throw them in the zone.” 9. Francona: “You know what, it’s a testament to what just good old fashioned hard work ethic can do. You go all the way back before I was here when he was in Triple-A, his numbers weren’t that great, there’s how many guys in the league that throw just as hard as him, but through hard work he has turned himself into one of the best pitchers in the game. And good for us because he’s strong, he’s got endurance. He doesn’t hit, that’s the only knock. And actually when he hits, he’s pretty good, too.” 10. Kluber has now struck out at least 10 hitters in three consecutive starts. If he reaches that mark in his next start, he’ll tie Bob Feller for the franchise record, which he set before World War II. It was also his 12th straight home start with at least seven strikeouts, a team record. 11. Francona went to Allen in the eighth as another testament to how a manager tries to balance winning every game with maintaining a bullpen’s health across a 162-game season. Allen needed to enter a game, Miller had been used extensively. As it turns out, Dozier turned on
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an Allen fastball and sent it over the left-field wall. Allen is almost always available after any appearance, good or bad, but wasn’t on Saturday to go home to be with his wife and new-born child. 12. No manager can view every game as a must-win. If it was, Miller likely would have entered in the eighth, though Francona cited some positive previous matchups in Allen’s favor with who was due up. Those previous matchup numbers are often criticized by some, but they are there. 13. “The guys he was facing I think, or potentially was going to face were something like 4-for-40. Again, going back to—we really needed Cody to pitch and Andrew’s pitched a lot. That was the reason.” Twins 4, Indians 2: Early mistakes, late home runs doom Indians in loss to Twins CLEVELAND: The Indians spent most of the day chipping away at an early deficit that was for the most part of their own doing but ultimately fell short in a 4-2 loss to the Minnesota Twins on Saturday afternoon at Progressive Field. The Indians (39-34) managed to erase some early self-inflicted wounds but couldn’t stave off a late charge by the Twins, who went to work against the bullpen. Tied 2-2 in the eighth, the Indians turned to Cody Allen (0-3). Allen tried to go high-and-inside to Brian Dozier, the first batter he faced. Dozier turned on the pitch and drove it to the Home Run Porch in left field, delivering the decisive blow and giving the Indians their second consecutive loss. For good measure, former Indians catcher Chris Gimenez — who played left field and first base on Saturday — hit a solo home run in the ninth off Zach McAllister to give the Twins some insurance. Some poor defense by the Indians in the first inning helped to give the Twins (38-34) an early 2-0 lead. The Twins later returned the favor to help the Indians tie it 2-2 in the seventh. Indians ace Corey Kluber turned in one of his better performances of the season but was hurt by two errors in the first inning. Jason Kipnis opened the game with a throwing error and, after a walk, Robbie Grossman doubled to right field to make it 1-0. With Joe Mauer on third, Yan Gomes attempted to pick him off with a snap throw, but it ended up in left field, allowing Mauer to score easily for a 2-0 lead. “It’s a shame because the way the first inning unfolded, not only did they get the two [runs], but it probably cost [Kluber] pitching the eighth inning,” Indians manager Terry Francona said. “Instead of having the first-pitch out of the game, which is about the best thing you could ever hope for, all of a sudden, he’s pitching out of trouble.” Jose Ramirez cut the Twins’ 2-0 lead in half in the fourth inning, driving a solo home run to right field off Twins starter Kyle Gibson. In the seventh, two singles set up Francisco Lindor, who against Twins reliever Matt Belisle grounded into a fielder’s choice. Shortstop Jorge Polanco, through, threw the ball away, allowing Gomes to score on the error and the Indians to tie it 2-2. Kluber finished after allowing two runs — none earned — on three hits and two walks. He also struck out 13 batters, a season high. For Kluber, it was his third consecutive start with at least 10 strikeouts, his fifth this season and 29th of his career. It was also his 12th consecutive home start with at least seven strikeouts, a team record. The loss cut the Indians’ lead in the American League Central to a half-game over the Twins. After the Indians swept the Twins in Minnesota in four games last weekend, the Twins have now won the first two in Cleveland. “Well, they’re giving us a taste of our own medicine,” Kipnis said. “They are doing to us what we did at their place. I don’t know how or why. “It is obviously easier to have more energy when you are hitting the ball well and things are going your way. You’ve got to keep fighting through it and fighting through the frustration when things aren’t going your way.” Indians report: Rookie outfielder Bradley Zimmer displaying ‘mature’ approach CLEVELAND: Indians rookie outfielder Bradley Zimmer had an up-and-down 2016 between the Double-A and Triple-A levels, eventually changing the mechanics of his swing midway through the year and falling off some top prospect lists. He’s seemed perfectly comfortable in the majors in 2017. Entering Saturday, Zimmer was hitting .308 with a .388 on-base percentage and a .905 OPS to go with four home runs, seven doubles, 20 RBI and seven stolen bases in 34 games. He’s produced offensively while giving the Indians above-average defense in center field that’s included four defensive runs saved, per FanGraphs, and the hardest-thrown outfield assist of the season — a 101.5 mph throw on Father’s Day to nail the Minnesota Twins’ Max Kepler at the plate. The thing that’s stood out to manager Terry Francona, though, has been Zimmer’s plate discipline.
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“He maintains. He swings at strikes. He’s not going to chase. And it’s a real mature approach,” Francona said. “Right when you think maybe there’s been a couple at-bats where they’re kind of getting the best of him, he’ll kind of waffle one into left field or he’ll beat a ball out. He has the ability to bunt. He has a lot of ways of staying away from a lot of 0-fers.” Francona has previously spoken to the value of left-handed hitters in a platoon still receiving at-bats against left-handed pitchers, in part to keep them honest with their mechanics. Lonnie Chisenhall has echoed that sentiment. Entering Saturday, Zimmer had 79 plate appearances against right-handed pitchers with a .985 OPS and 22 plate appearances against lefties with .652 OPS. Zimmer didn’t start Friday’s game against the Twins and left-hander Adalberto Mejia, as Francona chose to go with the platoon advantage. He admitted on Saturday he wished he had left Zimmer in the lineup. “I should have played him [Friday] night. I was kicking myself,” Francona said. “We’re trying to develop this kid. You try to maybe give him what you think he can handle, because I think as he grows, he’s going to grow into handling a lot. But, I don’t think it’s bad to kind of work into it, because this league can be really tough on people. You feel a responsibility to kind of try to help guys along.” That’s the tough balance for a manager tasked with developing a high-level prospect while also looking to win every night. Zimmer might afford himself more plate appearances thanks to his defensive abilities, especially with the Indians leading. “When we’re winning, and they bring in a lefty, we’ve never hit for him, because he’s our best center fielder,” Francona said. “So, it kind of allows you to let him have some at-bats, knowing that maybe it’s not the greatest matchup. But, we’re winning and he’s so good defensively, but give him the experience. Heck, yeah.” Indians slugger Edwin Encarnacion following his traditional season arc CLEVELAND: A slow start followed by the pummeling of baseballs in June? Edwin Encarnacion is simply having a traditional Edwin Encarnacion-like season. Encarnacion has been among baseball’s most prolific hitters over the previous five seasons. In most of those seasons, it took him some time to get going offensively. Historically, April has been Encarnacion’s worst month at the plate, but as the calendar turns to late May and then June, he’s consistently been one of the more lethal hitters in any lineup. It’s happening again, and it should help to calm some quick-trigger concerns with the Indians’ $60 million investment. According to FanGraphs, Encarnacion has a career 103 wRC+ through the end of April. By June, that’s up to 152, meaning he’s 52 percent better than the average hitter. In July and August, he’s maintained a wRC+ of at least 130. The general trend is once the weather warms up, so does Encarnacion. All of this was pointed out in early May, when Twitter was ablaze with hot takes about the free agent who received the largest contract in franchise history underperforming. The fact that he’s simply on a regular-season arc has now been confirmed. This April, he was slow out of the gate to the tune of a 92 wRC+. That was upped to 121 in May. In June, he’s exploded. His 197 wRC+ ranks seventh in baseball. This month he’s hitting .343 with a .458 on-base percentage and 1.159 OPS. He’s slugged seven home runs and three doubles and driven in 18 runs in 19 games entering Saturday. “He’s done that his whole career,” Indians manager Terry Francona said. “He’s a dangerous hitter and he’s hot. You don’t do that all the time, but you go through periods. Sometimes, you can tell he feels [good]. Like right in the middle of this, he walked four times in Minnesota. He didn’t go out of the zone. But then, when he got pitches to hit, he whacked them.” The largest free-agent addition in terms of dollars in team history has certainly done what he was supposed to do — bolster of the middle of the Indians lineup with arguably the most dangerous hitter to come to Cleveland since the early 2000s. It’s why Francona and the Indians were never overly concerned with Encarnacion’s slower start. Encarnacion, meanwhile, says he doesn’t pay attention to those trends. When asked if there was any reason he felt more comfortable in June, he indicated he had grown tired of getting that question. But the pattern is there. And right now the Indians are benefiting. “His track record is too good,” Francona said. “And for whatever reason, guys get just as hot as they get cold. Other than that, I don’t know how to explain it. The good ones get to their level. When they’re as hot as he is, it’s fun to watch. You start winning some games that maybe you wouldn’t normally win, just because of one guy.” Early mistakes, late home runs doom Indians in 4-2 loss to Minnesota Twins CLEVELAND: The Indians spent most of the day chipping away at an early deficit for the most part of their own doing but ultimately fell short in a 4-2 loss to the Minnesota Twins on Saturday afternoon at Progressive Field.
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The Indians (39-34) managed to erase some early self-inflicted wounds but couldn’t stave off a late charge by the Twins, who went to work against the bullpen. Tied 2-2 in the top of the eighth, the Indians turned to Cody Allen (0-3). Allen tried to go high-and-inside to Brian Dozier, the first batter he faced. Dozier turned on the pitch and drove it to the Home Run Porch in left field, delivering the decisive blow and giving the Indians their second straight loss. For good measure, former Indians catcher Chris Gimenez—who played left field and first base on Saturday—hit a solo home run in the top of the ninth off Zach McAllister to give the Twins some insurance. Some poor defense by the Indians in the first inning helped to give the Twins (38-34) an early 2-0 lead. The Twins later returned the favor to help the Indians tie it 2-2 in the seventh. Indians ace Corey Kluber turned in one of his better performances of the season but was hurt by two errors in the first inning. Jason Kipnis opened the game with a throwing error and after a walk, Robbie Grossman doubled to right field to make it 1-0 and ensure that the error was costly. With Joe Mauer on third, Yan Gomes attempted to pick him off with a snap throw, but it ended up in left field, allowing Mauer to easily score. “It’s a shame because the way the first inning unfolded, not only did they get the two [runs], but it probably cost [Kluber] pitching the eighth inning,” said Indians manager Terry Francona. “Instead of having the first pitch out of the game, which is about the best thing you could ever hope for, all of a sudden, he’s pitching out of trouble.” Jose Ramirez cut the Twins’ 2-0 lead in half in the fourth inning, driving a solo home run to right field off Twins starting pitcher Kyle Gibson. In the seventh, two singles set up Francisco Lindor, who against Twins reliever Matt Belisle grounded into a fielder’s choice. Shortstop Jorge Polanco, through, threw the ball away, allowing Gomes to score on the error and the Indians to tie it 2-2. Kluber finished after allowing two runs—none earned—on three hits and two walks. He also struck out 13 batters, a new season high. For Kluber, it was his third straight start with at least 10 strikeouts, fifth this season season and the 29th of his career. It was also his 12th straight home start with at least seven strikeouts, a team record. The loss cut the Indians’ lead in the American League Central down to half a game over the Twins. After the Indians swept the Twins in Minnesota in four games last weekend, the Twins have now won the first two in Cleveland. “Well, they’re giving us a taste of our own medicine,” Kipnis said. “They are doing to us what we did at their place. I don’t know how or why. It is obviously easier to have more energy when you are hitting the ball well and things are going your way. You’ve got to keep fighting through it and fighting through the frustration when things aren’t going your way.” Cleveland Indians have Terry Talkin' fans buying tickets, players producing -- Terry Pluto (photos) BY TERRY PLUTO, THE PLAIN [email protected] CLEVELAND, Ohio -- The Cleveland Indians have already sold more tickets for this season than they sold for all of 2016. On June 23, the Indians passed the 1,591,867 tickets sold in 2016. They are on track to draw at least 2 million for the first time since 2008. So far, they have drawn 768,340 fans (a 23,283 average) through 33 home games entering Saturday. Concession sales are up 43 percent from a year ago. It's the highest since 2007. "It's been very encouraging," said Brian Barren, the Tribe's president of business operations. "We talk about winning off the field, in terms of giving fans a good experience at the park. We're starting to do that." Barren explained that only now are some fans seeing the upgrades and changes that have made the stadium a better place to watch games in different ways. "We are asking fans to come back and re-try us again," he said. "We have a terrific team. It's a great place to watch a game." The Indians have sold 12,350 season tickets. That's up from 8,800 in 2016. It's also the most since 2008. The Tribe ranks 16th out of 30 major-league teams in terms of season tickets. Group sales are up 37 percent from a year ago. The Tribe is coming off a World Series appearance. The team stumbled early, playing .500 baseball. But the Indians entered the weekend winning eight of nine games and are back in first place in the Central Division. With the Cavs season over and no Browns for a while, it can be an Indian summer. Barren said at least 15 more games will draw more than 30,000 fans. The lower bowl is sold out for most weekend games. Tribe ownership took what team president Chris Antonetti called "a leap of faith" by signing free agents Edwin Encarnacion and Boone Logan to contracts worth $25 million this season. Encarnacion signed a three-year, $60 million deal.
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My favorite place to track MLB payrolls is Baseball Prospectus. They say the Indians' payroll has increased from $96 million in 2016 to $124 million this season. ABOUT JOSE RAMIREZ 1. The rise of the Tribe in June is partly powered by three guys: Encarnacion, Lonnie Chisenhall and Jose Ramirez. They have combined for 15 homers and 41 RBI, batting .361 this month. 2. Last week, I wrote about Chisenhall and Encarnacion. They have been terrific. But the best player this month has been Ramirez. I'll take it one more step: He is the best player on the Tribe this season. 3. Ramirez went into the weekend batting .320 (.933 OPS) with 11 HR and 34 RBI. His 23 doubles are second in the American League. Only Boston's Mookie Betts has more. 4. Rarely mentioned is his defense. In the American League, Fangraphs.com only rates Baltimore's Manny Machado higher at third. That's remarkable because Ramirez played only nine games at third base in the minors. A career second baseman/shortstop, he learned third in the majors last season. 5. Ramirez brings a spark and swagger. He believes he can hit anyone. He bolts around the bases with desperation, his helmet often flying off his head. He has fun playing the game, and is entertaining to watch. 6. Ramirez is second in the All-Star voting to Minnesota's Miguel Sano (.286, 18 HR, 52 RBI, .958 OPS). Unless he has a total collapse, Ramirez should be named to the team. 7. In spring training, the Tribe signed Ramirez to a five-year, $26 million contract extension. They also have two more years of team options. So fans can enjoy him for a long time. ABOUT BRADLEY ZIMMER Just as Tyler Naquin made a huge impact coming up from the minors a year ago, now it's Bradley Zimmer claiming center field for his own. Zimmer entered Saturday batting .308 (.904 OPS) with 4 HR and 20 RBI. His defense is above average. His base-running is outstanding, he seems to go from first to third ... even first to home ... as fast as anyone in a Tribe uniform since Kenny Lofton. He is 7-of-8 in stolen bases, and he has not had a chance to learn pitcher tendencies. He simply out-runs the baseball. The team's 2014 first-round pick, Zimmer has not looked overwhelmed. He will strike out (29 Ks, 103 plate appearances). At 6-foot-5 and 220 pounds, he is prone to do so. Tall players tend to strike out more because they have longer swings. Another big part of Zimmer's game is defense. The Indians rate him above average in center. Fangraphs.com ranks him No. 8 out of 17 American League center fielders who have played at least 200 innings. Center was a defensive problem. Naquin is better suited for right field. Early this season, Lonnie Chisenhall was in center. Like Naquin, he did not seem comfortable there. Right field is best for him. As for Naquin, he missed six weeks with a back problem. He returned to action in Class AAA Columbus on June 13. Since getting healthy, Naquin is 5-for-23 with 3 HR and 7 RBI. For the season, Naquin is batting .329 (.928 OPS) with 4 HR and 12 RBI for the Clippers. ABOUT AUSTIN JACKSON Also helping in center has been the rise of Austin Jackson. In the off-season, the Tribe front office shrewdly signed Jackson to a minor-league contract. The 30-year-old was coming off knee surgery, playing only 54 games for the White Sox. There was some concern about him being physically ready for this season. The Indians brought him to spring training and let him slowly work into shape. Jackson was a very good center fielder with Detroit from 2010-14. Tribe fans can see signs of that right now. Entering the weekend, Jackson was batting .292 (.877 OPS) with 3 HR and 15 RBI. A right-handed hitter, Jackson plays mostly against lefties -- hitting .351 against them. Terry Francona is platooning Zimmer and Jackson in center, and it's bringing out the best in both of them. ABOUT THE INDIANS
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1. They sound somewhat upbeat about Danny Salazar. He is supposed to pitch a simulated game on Monday after working with minor-league pitching coaches Tony Arnold and Ruben Niebla. 2. At least Salazar is heading back to the mound. An MRI showed some inflammation but no structural damage. We'll see how he progresses, because he's 4-8 with a 6.25 ERA since making the 2016 All-Star team. 3. In a recent Tribe telecast, broadcasters Matt Underwood and Rick Manning told the story of how I was conned by former Baltimore Orioles pitcher Ross Grimsley into writing a story about armadillos. Some readers wondered if it was true. 4. I didn't hear what was said on TV, but it sounds like they got the facts right. It was 1981. I was doing a story on Grimsley. He said he raised armadillos in the off-season. He said he fed them dog food. I don't recall any other details. I wrote it. 5. Grimsley was just putting me on, but soon others asked him about armadillos. I had to write a retraction. I still smile when I think about it. But it was not my finest moment as a writer. Is there a rivarly simmering between Cleveland Indians, Minnesota Twins? Rant of the week BY PAUL HOYNES, CLEVELAND.COM [email protected] CLEVELAND, Ohio - At times there has been some sizzle when the Indians played the Twins. But it's always been on the back burner, far from a wide-open flame. A couple of years ago Jose Ramirez drew the ire of the Twins when he homered late and did a bat flip into front of their dugout. Former managers Eric Wedge (Indians) and Ron Gardenhire (Twins) went nose-to-nose one night behind the plate at Progressive Field. Former Tribe pitcher Jason Davis always seemed to be on his muscle when he faced the Twins, especially at the Metrodome. Then there was the night when Tribe right-hander Danys Baez took offense to something Torii Hunter did during a game and went to the Twins locker room while still in uniform to settle things. That was mostly the residue of two teams playing each other 18 to 19 times during the same season. What we could have this year is a rivalry. Or at least the start of one. Last weekend the Indians, sleepwalking through the first 2 1/2 months of the season, awoke suddenly and took four straight from the Twins to move into first place in the AL Central. They trailed the first-place Twins by two games when they arrived at Target Field and left with a two-game. Jason Kipnis: 'Twins giving us taste of our own medicine." The Twins arrived at Progressive Field on Friday for a three-game series and promptly took two straight to move back to within a half-game of first place. Division titles aren't won in June, but the top spot usually isn't in such a fluid state. When a team isn't playing the team directly ahead of them, the standings can take forever to change. But when the top two teams in the division are playing seven times in 11 days, some furniture is going to get broken and some feelings might get hurt. Before the Indians arrived in Minneapolis on June 16, Twins catcher Chris Gimenez said it was time to punch the bully in the mouth. Gimenez, who played for the Indians last year, was trying to get the attention of his new team. It may have worked in reverse as the Indians outscored the Twins, 28-8, in the sweep. After beating Minnesota to complete the sweep on June 18, Trevor Bauer said, "I don't want to say we bullied them, but we kind of imposed our will on them." Gimenez caught Bauer last year so it was a good-natured jab, but when one of the Tribe's coaches heard about the remark he said Gimenez might shrug it off, but the rest of the Twins would remember it. The Twins have played like a team trying to settle a score for the first two games of this series. They beat Bauer on Friday night, 5-0. On Saturday, Gimenez homered late to ice a 4-2 victory. The two teams are at different stages of their development. The Indians were assembled to win this year. They won the division, the pennant and reached Game 7 of the World Series last year. Then they went out and spent $60 million on free agent Edwin Encarnacion. The Twins are rebuilding under former Tribe executive Derek Falvey. It would appear they are two teams going in opposition directions, but the standings don't say that even though the Indians hold an 8-4 in the season series. Manager Terry Francona didn't say that either after watching ace Corey Kluber strikeout 13 batters, but come away with a no decision because his team couldn't hit when it counted. The Indians, by the way, are 0-for-15 with runners in scoring position and have stranded in Friday and Saturday's losses.
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Francona pointed to the Twins, who had to piece together Saturday's lineup because of injuries, as a team pulling together. Then he said, "I might just stay in my uniform (all night). Tomorrow is going to be a fun game." Now that sounds like a rivalry. The Indians could use one. The Tigers, the closest thing they've had to a rival, are old and fading. They're talking about breaking up the club if they can find someone to take their high-priced veterans. There hasn't been a buzz between the Indians and White Sox since Albert Belle got caught with a corked bat in 1994 and Ozzie Guillen was giving the choke sign to indians fans at Progressive Field in 2005. The Royals burned like a supernova in 2014 and 2015. They're still playing .500 ball, but the trading deadline is nearing and the core of their team could be gone if they don't make a big jump in the standings. So if the Indians and Twins can keep this race going, let's just sit back and enjoy it. Is Cleveland Indians' Francisco Lindor getting his act together at the plate? Hey, Hoynsie BY PAUL HOYNES, [email protected] CLEVELAND, Ohio - Do you have a question that you'd like to have answered in Hey, Hoynsie? Submit it here or Tweet him at @hoynsie. Hey, Hoynsie: What do scouts say about Francisco Lindor's approach to hitting. Did he change something or have pitchers figured him out? - AZCardman, Gilbert, Ariz. Hey, AZCardman: I think what manager Terry Francona said a while ago makes a lot of sense. He pointed to Lindor hitting a bunch of home runs early in the season (seven in April), which made him get pull happy instead of using the whole field. In the last few weeks, Lindor seems to be making some good adjustments to get back to being a more versatile hitter. He went 6-for-20 (.300) with a homer and four RBI in the four-game series against Baltimore before the Indians returned home. Hey, Hoynsie: Are Mike Clevinger and other pitchers allowed to wear their hair in a ponytail when they pitch? It seems to me no one does, leading me to think there may be a rule about it. - Donn Vorisek, Billings, MONT. Hey, Donn: There are no rules relating to the length or style of a player's hair in the MLB rulebook that I could find. If Clevinger and other players who wear their hair long wanted to have a ponytail I think they could as long as it wasn't a distraction to the batter. But most players who wear their hair long seem to prefer to let it flow unencumbered in the breeze. Maybe it helps it grow faster. Hey, Hoynsie: I'm not sure how much the Indians spend on the international free agent market every year, but is there any chance they may roll the dice on Eric Pardinho, a 16-year-old pitcher from Brazil, when the July 2 signing period begins? - Sean Fitzgerald, Strongsville. Hey, Sean: The Indians have scouted Pardinho and like him, but industry sources say he's already committed to signing with Toronto for $1 million. The Indians bonus pool for international free agents this season is $2,467,400. Hey, Hoynsie: Will any Indians selected for the All-Star Game be wearing the road grays or will they be allowed to wear the blue jersey/gray pants combo them seem to wear more often anyways? Who makes that decision? - Christopher Mayor, Whitehouse, Ohio. Hey, Christopher: Last year the American League was the home team at the All-Star Game despite it being played in at Petco Park, a National League park. The AL players, including Corey Kluber, Francisco Lindor and Danny Salazar, wore their respective teams' white home uniforms. This year the game is at Marlins Park, another National League Park. I would imagine the American League would be the visiting team this year so I look for any Indians participants to wear their solid gray road uniforms. I would think MLB would make the call on that. Hey, Hoynsie: What are the Indians going to do with Josh Tomlin? He's a great competitor, but his lack of stuff and velocity is not making it. -- Jack Brown, Dublin. Hey, Jack: I think the Indians will keep Tomlin in the rotation. If and when Danny Salazar returns, depending on how Clevinger is pitching, they will have a decision to make. The Indians hold a club option on Tomlin for 2018. If they don't exercise it, he will be a free agent after this season. Remember, this is the same guy who won 13 games last season and pitched well in the postseason. As long as Tomlin is healthy, I think there's a good chance he gets his season turned around. Hey, Hoynsie: Am I the only one who thinks Lonnie Chisenhall has earned the right to be an everyday player? - Dennis Danes, Ravenna.
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Hey, Dennis: Chisenhall has played well and with Michael Brantley on the disabled list he pretty much has been playing every day. The question is would he be this productive if he was facing left-handers on a regular basis? Chisenhall has shown in the past he can hit lefties and he's hitting well against them this year. The only time he's come close to playing every day was 2014 when he was at third base and hit .280 (134-for-478) in 142 games. That year he hit .294 (32-for-109) against lefties. Things will probably change when Brandon Guyer, Abraham Almonte and Brantley come off the disabled list, but for right now I think you're right - let Chisenhall play every day. Here's one thing to think about. If Chisenhall is playing every day, you don't have his bat coming off the bench as a pinch hitter. He's hit a grand slam and a three-run homer in that role. Hey, Hoynsie: I heard somewhere that the Indians' win over the Dodgers on June 15 at Progressive Field was the first time they've beaten then since the 1920 World Series? Is that true? -- Jeff Bendix, Cleveland Heights. Hey, Jeff: In their interleague series, which began in 2003, the Indians are 5-7 against the Dodgers. Hopefully, you're not taking financial advice from whoever tossed you that bum steer. Hey, Hoynsie: Carlos Santana has struggled since moving back into the middle of the order. Do you think manager Terry Francona would consider moving Santana back to the leadoff spot, where he spent most of last season? - Andy Mees, Sandusky. Hey, Andy: Now that Edwin Encarnacion has moved back into the cleanup spot, I think Santana will be in a better spot hitting fifth or sixth. Unless there's an injury, I don't think you'll see him back in the No.1 spot with Jason Kipnis and Francisco Lindor sharing the job now. Last year Santana and Rajai Davis gave Francona the perfect platoon to put in the leadoff spot. It doesn't seem like the Indians have found a right-handed bat to replace Davis, although Austin Jackson has hit well of late. But Francona seems to prefer him lower in the lineup. Hey, Hoynsie: My boss and I were at the Indians game against the Dodgers on June 15 when Joc Pederson lined out to Bradley Zimmer in center field. Zimmer threw to Erik Gonzalez at second base to double up Logan Forsythe, who had wandered too far off the bag. How would you score a 'double up?" My boss and I were arguing over it. We're old school and like to score the games ourselves. - Kevin Augustyn. Hey, Kevin: You score it just like a double play. In my scorebook I wrote 8-4 DP. P.S. Hope you let the boss win that argument. Corey Kluber is untouchable at the moment, but sometimes even that isn't enough: Zack Meisel's musings CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Miguel Sano remained sidelined with a sinus infection. Max Kepler and Eddie Rosario were scratched before Saturday's game. Rod Carew and Tony Oliva weren't available for the Twins, either. So, Paul Molitor was forced to feed a batting order of misfits -- Chris Gimenez started in left field for the first time in six years -- to Corey Kluber. The Tribe ace struck out 13 over seven sterling innings. And yet, the Indians still fell short. A lineup that featured Robbie Grossman (career .365 slugging percentage against righties) in the No. 3 spot, Jorge Polanco (.662 OPS this season) in the No. 6 hole and a bottom three of Gimenez (.209 average), Jason Castro (.216 average) and Byron Buxton (.205 average) still emerged victorious. The Indians' sizzling offense has cooled to well below room temperature. Here are a handful of thoughts on the Tribe. 1. Tough luck: Kluber fell victim to some shaky defense in the first inning, which produced the Twins' only runs against the right-hander. Tribe manager Terry Francona surmised that it cost Kluber a chance at pitching the eighth inning. Cody Allen did instead and he served up the game-winning home run to Brian Dozier. Since Kluber returned from the disabled list at the start of the month, opposing batters are 19-for-121 (.157 average) with 52 strikeouts. "That's a top-five pitcher in Major League Baseball, if not better," Gimenez said. "He's easily in the top five. He's an absolute stud. He threw a heck of a game." 2. Get by with a little help: Molitor thought Kluber had some assistance on Saturday afternoon. When discussing Kluber's 13 strikeouts, the Twins skipper said: "He had about eight and [home-plate umpire] Larry [Vanover] had about five." Gimenez assigned more of the credit to his former teammate. "He was ridiculous. I think he struck out, like, 38 guys today," Gimenez said. 3. Still hitting: Consider this another plea to keep Jose Ramirez in the top-third of the batting order, even after Michael Brantley returns to the active roster. Ramirez, 2016: 11 HR in 618 plate appearances Ramirez, 2017: 12 HR in 298 plate appearances Over his last 12 games, Ramirez is batting .490 with a 1.000 slugging percentage. 4. Catching up: The Indians haven't received much offensive production from their catching tandem this season. Home runs at Progressive Field in 2017
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Chris Gimenez: 1 HR in 7 plate appearances Yan Gomes: 1 HR in 74 plate appearances Roberto Perez: 1 HR in 54 plate appearances 5. The more you know: The Indians accompany a player's name with some statistic when it's his turn at the plate. For Gimenez, however, they provided an obscure fact: His hometown of Gilroy, California, is considered the garlic capital of the world. Gimenez said the town holds an annual garlic festival in late July. "My mom is the committee chair," he said. By the numbers: Despite another Corey Kluber gem, Indians ‘outplayed’ by Twins for second straight day by T.J. Zuppe, 6 hours ago CLEVELAND — If the road team has won 11 of the 12 games between the Indians and Twins this season, what will happen when the two clubs play in Puerto Rico next year — a neutral site? Resistible force meets moveable object? After they swept a four-game series from their division rivals at Target Field last weekend, the Tribe has dropped the first two games of the three-game set at Progressive Field. And the bats that were so prevalent during their recent 8-1 stretch? They've gone back into a degree of hibernation, scoring just two runs in the first two games of the seven-game homestand. “They’ve outplayed us,” Indians manager Terry Francona said after Saturday's 4-2 loss. “We've got to come out tomorrow and get after it. Shit, I might just stay in my uniform. Tomorrow will be a fun game to play.” By the numbers 2: Miscues in the bottom of the first inning. Throwing errors charged to Jason Kipnis and Yan Gomes helped open the door for the pair of unearned runs yielded by Corey Kluber in the opening half inning. Kipnis' throw came on the first play of the game, tossing from the left side of the infield in the shift. The ball wasn't off line by much — if at all — but it was enough, in Carlos Santana's opinion, to force the first baseman off the bag for a catch and tag attempt. Dozier was able to touch the base, diving out of Santana's way. “It’s a baseball play for an infielder,” Kipnis said of playing in the shift. “It’s adding ten, fifteen feet to the throw, I guess that’s not too much. Sometimes we take grounders over there just to work on footwork, so it’s not like I haven’t done that throw before. It is what it is.” As for the throw by Gomes, the Indians catcher perhaps got a little overaggressive trying to catch Mauer straying too far off third base. His toss skipped into left field and Mauer was able to stroll home. The two runs allowed were already an issue, but Kluber did his part to limit the damage and shut down the Twins from there, tossing seven innings of three-hit ball, which has essentially been the norm since he's returned from the disabled list. Maybe the biggest problem were the extra pitches the mistakes cost him in the first inning. The righty made 25 pitches before retiring the side, a few extra offerings that may have kept him from going deeper into Saturday's game. “Instead of having the first pitch out of the game, which is about the best thing you could ever hope for, all of a sudden, he’s pitching out of trouble,” Francona said. “He had a walk. We didn’t handle the first play. We threw a ball away. The runs are important, but almost as important the fact that it probably cost him an inning.” Corey Kluber has been tremendous since his activation from the DL (Brian Spurlock-USA TODAY Sports) 13: Season-high strikeout total for Kluber. The Twins weren't happy with a number of the called third strikes on Saturday, but home plate umpire Larry Vanover was pretty consistent calling that pitch just off the plate. The more important point: Kluber continues to look like his normal, dominant self since his DL activation. Since returning to the rotation, the righty has posted a 1.29 ERA with a 52 strikeouts in 35 innings. As we wrote in Friday's Insider, that is (obviously) a gigantic development for the entire Tribe rotation. “I think, first of all, I probably have my body in a better position to be able to pitch the way I know how,” Kluber said. “But I think the key is just being able to throw all my pitches, not just for strikes but being able to command them, throw them where I want to throw them, not just throw them in the zone.” .676: Brian Dozier's slugging percentage on pitches up and in since the start of the 2014 season, per MLB StatCast. That's exactly where Cody Allen left his four-seamer to the Twins second baseman in the top of the eighth, leading to the tie-breaking bomb to the home run porch in left field. The solo homer came on the sixth pitch of the sequence, moments after the Indians had tied the game on a throwing error by shortstop Jorge Polanco in the bottom of the seventh. Why Allen over Andrew Miller in that spot?
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“The guys he was facing, I think, or potentially was going to face were something like 4-for-40,” manager Terry Francona said. “We really needed Cody to pitch, and Andrew’s pitched a lot. That was the reason.” We could spent the next 800 words breaking down the pros and cons of using pitcher vs. hitter matchup numbers. The short version: It's hard to tell how legitimate the advantage is when we're talking about 10-15 plate appearances of a sample size. Having said that, here's how the first four hitters due up had fared against Allen in their career: Brian Dozier: 2-for-12 Joe Mauer: 1-for-8 Robbie Grossman: 1-for-5 Kennys Vargas: 0-for-2 Still, Allen is talented enough to get anyone out — as long as the pitches are well executed. On this particular occasion, he wasn't able to locate well enough, leaving a pitch to Dozier in a very hittable portion of his strikezone. By the time we made it into the locker room, we were informed Allen had already departed the stadium, but he had a pretty good reason. It was believed that Allen and his wife were going to be able to take their new baby home after the game. 1,001: Hits for Austin Jackson in his career. Jackson was gracious enough to make some time for a brief chat before the game. At the end of our exchange, I noted, considering how well he's swung the bat lately, he must be feeling great physically. A huge grin spread across his face. That was all the confirmation we'd need. “Duh, you idiot,” he probably thought. The veteran outfielder recorded his 1,000th career major league hit with a single in the third inning and followed that up with another single later in the game. Jackson is now hitting .379 over his past eight games. 20: Runners stranded over the past two nights. They're now 0-for-15 with runners in scoring position in the first two games of the series. Not great, Bob. The first run scored by the Indians on Saturday night was provided by Ramirez, slugging his 12th homer of the season in the fourth inning — a career high. The third baseman is one of several Tribe players with strong All-Star resumes. 1: Number of barreled balls hit by Bradley Zimmer that have resulted in outs. He was credited with his seventh barrel of the campaign, a perfect combination of exit velocity (100.2 mph) and launch angle (26) to result in the classification, clubbing a 92 mph offering from Twins starter Kyle Gibson to the wall in deep center field. But instead of bouncing off the green padding 394 feet away from home plate, Twins center fielder Byron Buxton drifted back, turned one way, turned the other, then caught the deep drive as his back connected with the center field fence. Buxton has been credited with 13 defensive runs saved this year, and it feels like at least 10 of them have come against Indians hitters. “Defensively, he's as good going to get the ball as anybody — maybe anybody I've ever seen,” Francona said before the game. “Andruw Jones in his prime was pretty special at like getting jumps. I don't think he had this kind of speed, but his jumps were incredible. You think of Devon White — guys like that. But this guy, man, shoot, that one series we played them here, a couple of our guys would've been hot and came away, and [reporters are] asking me why they're slumping. It's because he was making catches everywhere.” If his catch of Zimmer's long fly wasn't enough, Buxton robbed Kipnis with a four-star diving catch (per MLB StatCast) in center to end the contest. Poor Kipnis — he might lead the team in looks of disbelief, getting victimized by opposing defenders to end games. Who can forget when Kevin Kiermaier committed a crime against the second baseman in broad daylight? Just unfair, man. Say what? “I think trying to connect the dots between the series last weekend and the series this weekend, there’s a lot of different stuff going on. I think it’s just we didn’t play great the last two days and they played better than us, and it was vice versa last weekend. But we’ve got a chance to come out and get a game tomorrow.” -Corey Kluber, on how to handle losing a pair of games to a team they just swept at Target Field. Case by case: Jose Ramirez leads a group of potential Indians All-Stars by T.J. Zuppe, Yesterday CLEVELAND — The question to Indians manager Terry Francona was simple.
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“Can you make the case for Jose Ramirez to be an All-Star this year?” It didn't take long for the Indians manager to enthusiastically respond. “Oh my goodness, it’s an easy one,” Francona said. “I mean, there’s a lot of good players out there. He’s, in my opinion, he’s an All-Star, and if he’s not, I’m not sure who is. He’s backing up last year with another [good year]. I know he’s been hot, but he’s a good hitter anyway. He’s a good hitter that’s hot right now. Even when he’s not this scalding hot, he’s still a good hitter. He’s a .300 major league hitter.” The Tribe has a number of players — Ramirez included — having campaigns worthy of All-Star consideration. In the past, the fact that Francona will manage the American League squad in Miami next month might have given them an edge to squeak in an extra player or two, but under baseball's new collective bargaining agreement, managers now have no say in the makeup of All-Star rosters. Still, there's a very strong possibility that multiple players will represent the City of Cleveland at Marlins Park on July 11. Let's exam some of their best cases entering the weekend. STRONGEST RESUMES Jose Ramirez At this point, he might be the easiest player on their roster to make a case for. Ramirez was already having a terrific followup season to his 2016 campaign, but the past few weeks have lifted him to clearly deserving All-Star territory. According to FanGraphs, he's been the league's most valuable third baseman this year, posting a WAR of 2.7 entering the weekend's set of games. He also owned the highest batting average (.321), weighted on-base average (.391) and the second-highest wRC+ (144) among qualified players at the position. How can that be denied? Miguel Sano has been the leading vote-getter at the position through various updates, but it's tough to imagine a 2017 All-Star squad without Ramirez somehow being a part of it. Andrew Miller Even with a few blips on the recent radar, Miller has been putting up numbers that most relievers can only dream of. He entered the weekend with the seventh-lowest ERA among AL bullpen arms (1.63) and seventh-lowest FIP (1.79). He's also fourth in strikeout minus walk percentage (32.4 percent) and is third in the league in reliever WAR at 1.3. Additionally, just eight AL bullpeners own a better swinging-strike rate than the lefty this year (16.2 percent). We don't need to cite his low save total because, you know, saves are just a silly byproduct of always pitching the ninth. But he is second in win probability added (2.35), which actually tell us something more pertinent about the value of his contributions. Carlos Carrasco Carrasco enters the weekend with the league's seventh-lowest ERA (2.99) and seventh-highest WAR total (2.0) among AL starters, which instantly presents a strong case. His FIP (3.37) isn't quite as strong as his teammate, Corey Kluber, but still ranks eighth in the league. He's excelled at missing bats, posting the league's eighth-best swinging-strike rate (12.2 percent) and his strikeout minus walk percentage (19.7) ranks fifth. Also, just 12 pitchers in the AL have allowed a lower rate of hard contact than Carrasco (29.8 percent). Pitching wins are an awful way to evaluate hurlers, but if you are old school enough that you still care about them, he's two behind the league leader, Jason Vargas, who has 10. INTERESTING CASES Francisco Lindor At the start of the season, Lindor was being touted as an MVP candidate, and rightfully so. His power was up, and while that cut into his batting average a bit, the increased slugging meant those hits were more meaningful. But then a May slump carried into June, and while the numbers overall don't look bad, they aren't nearly on the same level they were in the first month. His 14 home runs this season, though, is still the highest total among major league shortstops. Carlos Correa, Xander Bogaerts, Andrelton Simmons and Lindor are the four most likely candidates at the position. Lindor is fourth among that group in WAR (2.0) — having a slightly better overall offensive season than Simmons. Lindor's case is still a good one, but it's probably not the slam dunk it once was. Edwin Encarnacion Take everything we said about Lindor and reverse its order. Not many were talking about All-Star considerations through the first few weeks of May for Encarnacion, but as the final few days fall off the June calendar, you'd never know the first month and a half was a struggle for the right-handed hitting DH. Despite carrying an average below .200 at one point in late May, he entered the weekend ranked 16th in wRC+ (131), a run-creation just three percent worse than his 42-homer season of 2016. He's also tied for ninth in home runs (17) and ranks 16th in wOBA (.371). The fact that he's even in serious consideration is a testament to the type of June he's put together (.343/.458/.701, 197 wRC+). Michael Brantley
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Brantley's case is interesting more so because of the adversity he's overcome to get back to being a steadying force in the Tribe's lineup. The left-handed hitter has been good at the plate (.296 average, 111 wRC+), but probably not enough so to really warrant an All-Star slot over some other worthy players. Still, to essentially be the same hitter he was before the shoulder problems is incredibly impressive. ON THE FRINGE Corey Kluber Kluber has essentially been the best pitcher in baseball since he returned from the disabled list in early June. For more on his domination, check out our contribution to the Friday Insider. Having missed nearly a month of the season — not to mention posting an ERA over 5.00 before the DL stint — will probably leave him on the outside of All-Star consideration, but the four starts since his activation stand as proof that he's still one of the league's most productive arms. Cody Allen It's easy for any reliever to be overshadowed by the specter that is Miller, but Allen continues to quietly dominate at the back end of games. The biggest challenge through some of the team's inconsistencies has been getting him steady work, which to his credit, hasn't noticeably hurt his performance. He's currently 16th in the AL in WAR for relievers (0.8), 14th in ERA (2.00), 15th in FIP (2.58) and 18th in strikeout minus walk rate (23.1 percent). Already possessing a number of potential All-Stars, it's likely safe to say he's just outside consideration, but that shouldn't take away from yet another solid campaign by the righty. COME ON, MAN Lonnie Chisenhall OK, stop, stop. Hear me out. I'm not totally serious — he's largely been a platoon player, after all — but it felt like we were doing him a disservice if we didn't at least mention how good he's been in his role. His power has never been better — he's just three homers shy of his career best — posting career high numbers in slugging percentage (.607) and isolated power (.311) entering the weekend. He also owns the 19th-highest wRC+ (weighted runs created) in baseball among players with at least 150 plate appearances this season, creating 49 percent more runs than the league average hitter. Yeah, we know, his resume isn't full enough to warrant a trip to Miami, but who am I to kill the hopes and dreams of those voting him in the top 12 among AL outfielders this year? What kind of monster do you think I am? SPORTS Indians notes: Boone Logan settling in as second lefty out of bullpen Chris Assenheimer ByChris Assenheimer | The Chronicle-TelegramPublished on June 24, 2017 | Updated 1:49 a. m. CLEVELAND — Left-hander Boone Logan has begun to settle into the Indians’ bullpen. After a slow start, Logan, who signed a one-year, $6.5-million deal in the offseason, has pitched much better as of late, owning a 3.06 ERA over 33 appearances (17 2 3 innings). “Shoot, at one point, the last seven guys he faced he struck out,” manager Terry Francona said of Logan, who had allowed only a hit and struck out eight batters over his last five games. “I’d say that’s better. Yeah, I think he’s found his breaking ball. And it’s hard sometimes when you’re facing as few hitters as he is. That’s why sometimes we like to let him face three or four hitters, just to let him get some rhythm going. “But he’s been a lot better. And that lefty is such an important guy, because he’s going to face, so often, a good left-handed hitter. It might be a little earlier in the game than some of the other guys, but often it’s with the game on the line.” Back in form Indians ace Corey Kluber has been dominant since leaving the disabled list, going 3-0 with a 1.29 ERA over five starts. “It’s a testament to what good, old-fashion hard-work ethic can do,” Francona said. “You go all the way back to before I was here when he was in Triple-A, the numbers weren’t that great. How many guys in the league throw just as hard as him? But through hard work he has turned himself into one of the best pitchers in the game.” Kluber credits several factors for his recent strong performances. “I think first of all I probably have my body in a better position to be able to pitch the way I know how,” Kluber said. “But I think the key is just being able to throw all my pitches, not just for strikes but being able to command them, throw them where I want to throw them, not just throw them in the zone.” Wounded Wahoos Left fielder Michael Brantley (right ankle sprain) ran on the treadmill for the second straight day. Francona said Brantley, who is eligible to leave the disabled list Monday, was still unable to perform certain baseball activities. ** Outfielders Brandon Guyer (left wrist sprain) and Abe Almonte (right biceps strain) continued their minor league rehab assignments at Triple-A Columbus on Saturday. Almonte, who has been sidelined since May 16, has appeared in six games for the Clippers, going 7-for-19 with two home runs and three RBIs. Guyer has been out since May 13, appearing in four games for Columbus and going 3-for-10 with a homer and an RBI.
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Minor detail Catcher Francisco Mejia, Cleveland’s top prospect, is laying waste to pitching on another minor league level. The 21-year-old switch hitter entered Saturday batting .353 with eight homers, 29 RBIs and an OPS of .984 for Double-A Akron. Roundin’ third Jose Ramirez’s solo homer in the fourth inning scored the first run for the Indians and gave the third baseman a career-high 12 homers on the year. Ramirez reached the total in 298 plate appearances after needing 618 plate appearances to hit 11 last year. ** All-Star shortstop Francisco Lindor has shown signs of emerging from an extended slump, going 6-for-18 with a homer and five RBIs over his last four games through Friday. ** Austin Jackson recorded his 1,000th career hit. ** The Indians entered Saturday averaging 5.52 runs per game this month, which ranked fourth in the American League. ** Cleveland’s pitching staff ranked second in the AL with a 3.77 ERA in June. Tables turning: After sweeping Twins last weekend, Indians drop first two games of rematch, put Central Division lead in jeopardy Chris Assenheimer ByChris Assenheimer | The Chronicle-TelegramPublished on June 24, 2017 | Updated 2:32 a. m. CLEVELAND — The Indians have picked a bad time to stop hitting again. With second-place Minnesota in town, Cleveland’s offense has yet to arrive and the first-place Indians have paid for it, dropping the first two games of the Central Division series after a 4-2 loss Saturday afternoon at Progressive Field. The Indians entered the series having scored five or more runs in nine straight games, but have managed only two total in the two losses to Minnesota. “They’ve outplayed us,” manager Terry Francona said of the Twins, who have trimmed their division deficit to a half game. “We gotta come out (today) and get after it. I might just stay in my uniform. (Today) will be a fun game to play.” Cleveland swept a four-game series from Minnesota at Target Field last weekend to take over first in the division. The Twins are a win away from returning the favor today — albeit in a three-game series — after the Indians wasted a brilliant outing from ace Corey Kluber. “They’re giving us a taste of our own medicine,” second baseman Jason Kipnis said. “I don’t know how or why. It’s obviously easier to have more energy when you’re hitting the ball well and things are going your way, but you’ve got to keep fighting through the frustration when stuff’s not going your way. “I thought Kluber obviously pitched well enough to win the game, but the offense just didn’t get it done.” A poor opening inning in which the Indians had throwing errors from Kipnis and catcher Yan Gomes loomed large. Kipnis pulled first baseman Carlos Santana off the bag on a high throw during the first at-bat of the game before Gomes rifled a pick-off attempt to third into left field to score Minnesota’s second run of the inning. “They were early on and you hope they don’t come back to have that big of an impact in the game,” Kipnis said. “You think Kluber’s going to settle in and do what he did and keep them right there and give us our chance to go to work on their pitcher. We just couldn’t come up with the big hit with the guys on base today.” Cleveland has left 20 on base while going 0-for-15 with runners in scoring position over the first two games of the series. Kluber shook off the two unearned runs in the first and shut down the Twins from there, striking out 13 over seven innings to record double digits in strikeouts for the third straight outing and fifth time this season. Hall of Famer Bob Feller holds the franchise record with double-digit strikeout totals in four straight outings. “Boy, he was good,” Francona said of Kluber. “It’s a shame because the way the first inning unfolded, not only did they get the two (runs), but it probably cost him pitching the eighth inning. “Instead of having the first-pitch out of the game, which is about the best thing you could ever hope for, all the sudden he’s pitching out of trouble. The runs are important, but almost as important is the fact that it probably cost him an inning.” The Indians tied the game at 2 on a throwing error in the seventh, but right-hander Cody Allen served up a solo homer to the first batter he faced — Brian Dozier — in the eighth. Ex-Indian Chris Gimenez hit a solo shot off Zach McAllister in the ninth.
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Cleveland’s home woes continued with the Indians falling to 15-19 at Progressive Field. Meanwhile, the Twins improved to 22-9 on the road. After dropping the first two games, the Indians need to win today to hold onto the top spot in the Central. “I think that’s the only way you can approach it is to look forward to the next game,” Kluber said. “I think trying to connect the dots between the series last weekend and the series this weekend, there’s a lot of different stuff going on. “I think it’s just we didn’t play great the last two days and they played better than us. It was vice versa last weekend, but we’ve got a chance to come out and get a game (today).” Commentary: Indians have two aces in their rotation, but they need a full house Jim Ingraham | The Chronicle-TelegramPublished on June 25, 2017 | Updated 2:23 a. m. As most anticipated going into the season, the Indians have the best bullpen in the American League — and it’s not even close. The Tribe’s 2.54 bullpen ERA is almost half a run better than the next closest team, which is Boston, at 2.94. What the Indians don’t have is what most anticipated they would have: the best, or nearly the best, starting rotation in the league. But they don’t — and it’s not even close. The Indians rank eighth — exactly middle of the pack — with a starters ERA of 4.59. That’s almost a full run higher than league-leading Houston, which is at 3.69. It’s also over a half-run higher than the Indians’ starters ERA from last year, which was 4.08 and ranked second in the league. We’re talking about the same five starters: Corey Kluber, Carlos Carrasco, Danny Salazar, Trevor Bauer and Josh Tomlin. Four of the five had higher ERAs on June 24 this year than on the same date last year. Three of the five are significantly higher. Here are their ERAs this year and on the same date last year (in parenthesis): Kluber 3.24 (3.59), Salazar 5.40 (2.40), Carrasco 2.99 (2.73), Bauer 5.53 (3.20) and Tomlin 6.07 (3.32). Kluber is fine. Just ask Twins handyman Chris Gimenez, the former Indian. “He was ridiculous. I think he struck out 38 guys today,” Gimenez said after Kluber struck out 13 in seven innings in the Indians’ 4-2 loss Saturday. “He’s an absolute stud.” Carrasco is also fine. It’s the non-Kluber/Carrasco precincts of the rotation that are areas of concern. Last year, four of the Indians’ top eight players in WAR were starting pitchers: Kluber was No. 1, Carrasco No. 5, Bauer No. 7 and Salazar No. 8. This year, only two of the Indians’ top 12 players in WAR are starting pitchers. Carrasco is No. 1 and Kluber No. 3. What the Indians have are two No.1 starters — Kluber and Carrasco — and three No. 5 starters. Actually, Salazar is no longer even that. His disappearing act since the All-Star break last year is becoming downright alarming. At the All-Star break last year Salazar was 10-3 with a 2.75 ERA. Since then he is 4-8 with a 6.16 ERA. And now he’s on the disabled list, working with the staff at Double-A Akron, trying to put the wheels back on his career. In the meantime, the Indians are limping along, trying to stay in first place in the division with a starting rotation that is leaking oil. Mike Clevinger was brought up from Columbus to lend a hand, and he’s had his moments. He has a respectable 3.86 ERA and his .209 opponents’ batting average is better even than Kluber’s or Carrasco’s. But in his eight starts, Clevinger is averaging nearly five walks per nine innings, which is a good way to earn a one-way ticket back to Columbus. So, with July right around the corner and the division race wide open, the Indians’ starting rotation is basically Kluber and Carrasco, and three days of when do Kluber and Carrasco pitch again? July, of course, is climaxed by the July 31 non-waiver trade deadline, which is when contenders raid pretenders for division race difference makers. It was on July 31 of last year that the Indians traded four minor leaguers to the Yankees for Andrew Miller, a deal that helped the Indians Andrew Miller their way to the American League pennant.
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Do the Indians need to make another trade of that magnitude to secure an addition to their rotation? Depends on how big they want to go. Do they want an elite, and, by definition, more expensive starter who can give the rotation a major boost? Or would a dependable veteran starting pitcher who can at least give them the innings and production of a solid No. 3 starter be enough? Is the Indians’ appetite for steak or hamburger? They still have the minor league inventory of prospects that would allow them to shop in either aisle. Another factor worth considering is this: How much need is there to trade for a starter? In other words, how genuine is the competition in the Central Division? The Tigers have tumbled into last place in the division and may be sellers at the deadline. The White Sox made their 2017 intentions clear last winter when they traded ace Chris Sale. The Twins are in second place, but they’ve been outscored by their opponents by 42 runs (376-334). You don’t make it to the postseason by being outscored in the regular season. The Royals aren’t going anywhere if they can’t do better than their 9-18 record within the division. Could the Indians win their division with a middle-of-the-pack rotation? Probably. But they should be aiming higher than that. Much higher. They need another starter, and the July shopping season is almost upon us. Battling heat starts the night before for Indians outfielder Lonnie Chisenhall By Jeff Schudel, The News-Herald & The Morning Journal The grind of 162 games over six months is what makes baseball unique, and when temperatures touch 90 degrees as they often do in the summer months, it can sap a player’s legs, his throwing arm and his mind. There is no shade for outfielders, and when the pitcher doesn’t throw strikes to make the game move briskly a half inning can seem to last an hour. “You try to prepare the night before or the morning of for stuff like that,” Indians outfielder Lonnie Chisenhall said recently. “Our training staff does a good job of hydration, so before and after games they’re making us drinks and encouraging hydration and things like that. “The wear comes from being on your feet longer (in long games). You try to make sure you do the right things as you come off the field to prepare for each inning. It’s a fair playing field because everybody out there in the sun.” But those that do it properly perform better than those that sluff conditioning off. It is noticeable when injuries mount in August. “I know a lot of guys will duck into the clubhouse and sneak some air conditioning or sit in front of a fan,” Chisenhall said. “The fans don’t have anywhere to go. They’re sitting there cooking. We appreciate them coming out and supporting us on days like that.” Chisenhall said manager Terry Francona and the coaching staff monitor the workload by not keeping players on the field too long and giving them days off. Third baseman Jose Ramirez was given June 23 off — just the second game he had been rested in the 72 the Indians played to that point. “You could tell he was dragging,” Francona said of Ramirez, despite Ramirez hitting .522 over the last 10 games. Chisenall said Francona rarely makes batting practice mandatory before a day game. Jeff Schudel: Kluber couldn’t save Cleveland Indians from themselves By Jeff Schudel, The News-Herald & The Morning Journal Normally when the Indians send Corey Kluber to the mound after a loss, it’s like a stranded motorist seeing the comforting lights of the AAA truck coming over the hill. “Don’t worry, I got this,” the repairman says, then fixes the problem and the driver continues on her way. Kluber is like that repairman. But instead of a wrench and screwdriver, his tools are a cut fastball and a sinker that drops down a well as it reaches the plate. Kluber pitched brilliantly June 24 against the Twins after the Indians lost, 5-0, to Minnesota a night before. It was one of his best of the season — seven innings pitched, three hits allowed, two walks, one of them intentional, and a season-high 13 strikeouts. But Klubot can only execute his pitches and then, as he once said while explaining how he stays so calm and expressionless, “What happens after that is out of my control.” The Indians lost, 4-2, because the players around Kluber did not give him enough support. The other stat on Kluber’s pitching line shows two runs charged to him. Both were scored in the top of the first, and both were unearned.
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Twins leadoff hitter Brian Dozier began the game with a routine grounder to second on Kluber’s first pitch. Jason Kipnis threw wide of first and Dozier was safe on the error. He scored on a double by Robbie Grossman after Joe Mauer walked, then Mauer scored from third on a throwing error by catcher Yan Gomes. “I was kind of disappointed in the way I handled the next two batters after the leadoff error, but I was able to bounce back and leave the last guy (Grossman), out there,” he said. Talk about taking one for the team. Kluber held the fort long enough for the Indians to scrap out two runs — one on Jose Ramirez’ 12th home run of the season in the fourth and the other on a throwing error by Twins shortstop Jorge Palanco in the seventh. Cody Allen relieved Kluber in the eighth and gave up a home run to Dozier, the first batter he faced. Most of the crowd of 33,111 at Progressive Field — some rowdy Twins followers were here — cheered when the fan who retrieved Dozier’s home run threw the ball back on the field. Zach McAllister followed Allen in the ninth and gave up a home run to weak-hitting Chris Gimenez, and that was that. After a successful 7-1 road trip, the Indians have been outplayed in two straight home games. “Boy, (Kluber) was good,” Manager Terry Francona said. “The way the inning unfolded, not only did they get the two, but it probably cost him pitching the eighth inning.” Kluber threw 106 pitches — 73 for strikes. Baseball is such a strange game. The Indians swept four games from the Twins in Minnesota last weekend, but after losing a second straight game to the Twins, they are just 15-19 at home this season. Only the Twins (16-25) are worse at home in the American League. “We have to come out tomorrow and get after it,” Francona said. “I might just stay in my uniform. Tomorrow will be a fun game to play.” Josh Tomlin pitches for the Tribe in the 1:10 p.m. start June 25. Nick Cafardo / | SUNDAY BASEBALL NOTES / Cody Bellinger, Aaron Judge could make rookie history
 By Nick Cafardo
 Sometimes Dodgers manager Dave Roberts’s jaw drops when he watches rookie first baseman Cody Bellinger hit another home run or make another great defensive play.
 “He’s a special kid,” said Roberts as he was driving to Dodger Stadium last week. “He stepped in and had his short struggle, made his adjustments and picked up where he left off. His transition to the big leagues was pretty seamless. When he came here he was ready. It’s quite a tribute to Cody and to our farm system for getting him ready to play.”
 “From what I’m told,” Roberts added, “Cody has the same aura about him that Ken Griffey Jr. had when he came up. He had that confidence, love of playing the game. When he came to the ballpark he was happy, upbeat, couldn’t wait to get into his uniform. That’s kind of how Cody is.”
 Only two players have won Rookie of the Year and MVP in the same year: Fred Lynn with the Red Sox in 1975 and Ichiro Suzuki with the Mariners in 2001. Now it appears two players could do it in the same year.
 Bellinger and the Yankees’ Aaron Judge are certainly in position, although there is more competition for Bellinger in the National League. Plus, they have to be able to excel over 162 games and make a difference in the standings.
 It would be neat to see those two guys in the Home Run Derby during All-Star week because they would put on quite a show and everybody loves young superstars competing.
 Among the similarities they share are power, great awareness of the game, quality defense, and strong character.
 Bellinger can also play all three outfield positions. He’s playing first base now because veteran Adrian Gonzalez is on the disabled list with back problems and is expected to be out until at least the All-Star break. Be careful, Adrian. You might get Wally Pipped.
 But Roberts isn’t losing sleep on what to do with Bellinger when Gonzalez returns.
 “We’ll see what our situation is at the time and act accordingly, but Cody will be in the lineup,” Roberts said. When Gonzalez is healthy, Bellinger will man the outfield until Gonzalez’s deal runs out after next season.
 “He’ll win a Gold Glove at first base,” Roberts predicted of Bellinger. “But we can use him anywhere and he’s terrific. He’s just one of those kids who can figure things out as he goes along. He can make adjustments within an at-bat. I don’t like to say that someone is a home run hitter because he’s got great bat-to-ball skills, but his swing is suited for the long ball, no doubt.”
 Judge has been a surprise in right field given his size (6 feet 7 inches, 282 pounds). He’s shown quickness getting to balls and has a strong throwing arm. His power is enormous. The supposed holes he once had in his swing have pretty much been closed.
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“He deserves all the accolades he’s received,” Yankees GM Brian Cashman said. “He’s had a tremendous start to his career. He’s worked hard and each year he’s made adjustments and worked things out. A lot of people in our organization have helped him along the way, but the work he did is what he has done to get to this point.”
 Many of us remember how the gazelle-like Lynn, 23 at the time, burst onto the scene in Boston like no rookie ever had. He came up in September 1974 and showed promise, and he was more than ready by 1975 when he teamed with Jim Rice to form the “Gold Dust Twins.” Lynn quickly became the Red Sox’ cleanup hitter.
 He hit .331 with 21 homers, 105 RBIs, and 47 doubles, won the Gold Glove in center field, and had a very good postseason, especially Game 6 against the Reds.
 Suzuki’s arrival was met with a little skepticism since he had spent nine seasons in the Japan Pacific League for the Orix Blue Wave, with whom he had a .353 average, .421 on-base percentage, and .522 slugging percentage. He was 27 and wasn’t considered by many as a “rookie.” Well, by major league rules he was.
 Ichiro stroked 242 hits that season and stole 56 bases against only 14 caught stealing (80 percent). He showed a rocket arm with eight assists, and very often runners wouldn’t even attempt to challenge him.
 The Mariners won 116 games and Ichiromania was in full force.
 One stat that’s been making the rounds on Bellinger is that his dad Clay, a utility player in the majors for parts of four seasons, hit only 12 career homers. Cody Bellinger, a 6-4, 210-pound lefthanded hitter, hit 22 homers in his first 200 at-bats, with a .270 average and a 1.006 OPS. He has struck out 68 times, something he’s working on reducing.
 He hit 30 homers and knocked in 103 runs in high Single A two years ago. Last year he hit 26 homers between Double and Triple A.
 Judge entered Friday hitting .331 with 25 homers and 57 RBIs. He had a 1.141 OPS and could make a run at a Triple Crown.
 “It’s a great time for our game,” Roberts said. “There are great young players all over the two leagues. I know Cody has created excitement for our fan base and I understand Aaron has done the same in New York. From what I understand Aaron is an outstanding young man. When you have that combination that these two kids have — great talent and great character — there’s nothing more you can ask for. I’m just going to sit back and watch it because I feel very fortunate to watch it up close every day.”
 COMPENSATION QUESTION
 Team’s market makes difference
 It’ll be interesting to see whether the new CBA rules regarding compensation for losing a free agent will affect how teams do business during the trade deadline period.
 Take the Tigers and Royals, for example.
 The Tigers are over the luxury tax threshold. Therefore, when they lose a free agent such as J.D. Martinez, all they can get in return is a fourth-round draft pick. If the Tigers aren’t serious about re-signing Martinez, it would behoove them to deal him at the deadline and get more compensation for a pretty talented player.
 But the Royals, who have several key players entering free agency, are a small-market team and can receive compensation in the form of a pick between the first and second rounds. The caveat for the Royals is the free agents they’re losing must reject the $19 million qualifying offer and sign a contract in excess of $50 million.
 This gets tricky for the Royals. They would likely make a qualifying offer to first baseman Eric Hosmer, third baseman Mike Moustakas, and center fielder Lorenzo Cain. They might even make one to lefty Jason Vargas, but one would doubt shortstop Alcides Escobar would get one. It’s almost a sure bet that Hosmer and Moustakas, both Scott Boras clients, would reject the qualifying offer.
 If the Royals feel they can hang in and make a run at the division or the wild card, they may hold on to these members of the core group that went to two World Series and won one. The problem is, if the Royals fall short, they’re not going to get what these players are worth and lose out on acquiring prospects for their rebuilding years. That would be the worst-case scenario.
 Apropos of nothing
 1. I’m often asked why the Red Sox don’t use Craig Kimbrel in high-leverage situations outside of save chances. It’s because of numbers. People point to how Andrew Miller is used by the Indians, but Miller is agreeable to it because he’s in the middle of a lucrative contract and he doesn’t care about save totals. Kimbrel can be a free agent after next season, so amassing big save numbers is important to him. He could be used in non-save situations, but that wouldn’t be the best way to keep your best reliever happy and productive. Five times this season Kimbrel has been asked to get more than three outs. On only one occasion did he not finish the game, and that was because the Red Sox scored 10 runs in the top of the ninth inning.
 2. Not sure the Red Sox retiring No. 34 before No. 21 was the way to go.
 3. The A’s have made some sweeping personnel changes. Longtime pitching coach Curt Young was fired, bench coach Mark Kotsay took a leave of absence, third baseman Trevor Plouffe was designated for assignment and then traded to Tampa Bay, and two-time All-Star catcher Stephen Vogt was DFA’d as well. What’s going on? A’s management felt a shakeup was needed for an underperforming team.
 4. Red Sox players have received their share of warning letters and fines for stepping out of the batter’s box, according to one team source. The league has not been looking the other way on this matter. The problem is fines are likely not enough to deter the action. Those fines are negotiated by the Players’ Association and MLB in the CBA.
 5. Yes, there is a Manny Ramirez bobblehead giveaway next week at Fenway. Just because.
 6. There is not one Pawtucket player in the top five at any position in the International League All-Star fan voting. Outfielder Rusney Castillo is hitting .311 with nine homers and 28 RBIs and playing good defense, but his $10.5 million salary is an impediment to a promotion since the Red Sox don’t want to go over the luxury tax threshold.
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Updates on nine
 1. Jose Quintana, LHP, White Sox — His stock is rising again. Quintana was 2-7 with a 5.60 ERA through May, but he’s 2-1 with a 2.25 ERA in four June starts. “Just more conviction, more confidence in his pitches. He’s crisper with everything, but for me it’s all been mental with him,” one AL scout said. Quintana also has a comfort zone in Chicago and doesn’t want to be traded, according to major league sources.
 2. Maikel Franco, 3B, Phillies — Once one of the Phillies’ untouchables, the 24-year-old third baseman is more than available, according to a major league source. Franco has had a poor season, hitting .227 with eight homers and 36 RBIs. His game has really gone downhill after showing so much promise last season when he hit 25 homers and knocked in 88 runs.
 3. Adeiny Hechavarria, SS, Marlins — Remember when Hechavarria was off limits? It seems as though everyone in play Miami, which may soon have an ownership change. The Rays, Orioles, and Cardinals have reportedly shown interest in Hechavarria, who has been limited to 65 at-bats this year because of an ankle injury and is hitting .277. He’s not an on-base guy so you get him for his defense.
 4. Brian Butterfield, third base coach, Red Sox — My annual plea to teams: This guy would be a terrific manager and you know it. Stop typecasting. He’s more than a great infield instructor. Ask Buck Showalter about how good a manger Butterfield would be. He’s paid his dues tenfold.
 5. Jed Lowrie, 2B, Athletics — Lowrie has built up a lot of value around the league and it wouldn’t be shocking to see him dealt before the deadline. The Blue Jays could be a destination with Devon Travis on the DL. The switch-hitting Lowrie would fit well in the Jays’ lineup.
 6. Matt Adams, 1B, Braves — Adams has suddenly become a lefthanded bat option in the trade market, especially for teams seeking a DH. Adams homered in four of six games last week. The Braves are really good at picking up veterans they know they can sell off for prospects, such as Jaime Garcia and Bartolo Colon.
 7. Andrew McCutchen, CF, Pirates — The lone bright spot for Pittsburgh offensively has been McCutchen and his .841 OPS. The Pirates started the weekend six games behind first place, but there’s no realistic hope of them making the playoffs. So will they deal McCutchen? He’s hitting .397 and slugging .735 in June, so he’s piqued curiosity again. The Pirates would want a pretty impressive package of prospects to let him go. We’re not sure if any team would make that type of commitment for a 30-year-old player who has a $14.75 million option for next season.
 8. Todd Frazier, 3B, White Sox — Frazier’s numbers are climbing with him hitting .269 this month with five homers, 12 RBIs, and an .888 OPS. Teams like the Red Sox still aren’t convinced. Yet the Red Sox might be waiting a little longer until the prorated portion of his $12 million salary gets to less than half of that amount. The Red Sox already used $1.75 million of their $9 million payroll space on Doug Fister, so they have to be careful how they allocate their resources to achieve their goal of staying under the luxury tax threshold. They also signed third baseman Jhonny Peralta to a minor league deal.
 9. Joaquin Benoit, RHP, Phillies — The Red Sox may need another reliever now that Carson Smith has regressed in his rehab. Could Benoit interest them? He pitched three seasons for Dave Dombrowski in Detroit and the Phillies have made him available. Soon to be 40, Benoit still seems serviceable in late innings.
 Extra innings
 Also, “Right now, Hank Aaron, Stan Musial, and Carl Yastrzemski are in an exclusive group of batters with 3,000-plus hits, 600-plus doubles, and 450-plus homers. Knocking on that door is Adrian Beltre, who has 2,960 hits, 996 doubles, and 447 homers.” . . . Happy birthday, Daniel Bard (32), Aaron Sele (47), Mike Stanley (54), Dick Drago (72), and Don Demeter (82).
 Boston Globe LOADED: 06.25.2017
 Twins beat Cleveland 4-2 on late homers by Brian Dozier, Chris Gimenez
 By La Velle E. Neal III
 CLEVELAND – The Twins got late home runs from Brian Dozier and Chris Gimenez to topple the Indians 4-2 on Saturday and pull within one-half game of first place the AL Central Division.
 And they pulled it off in a game started by ace righthander Corey Kluber.
 After Cleveland tied the score in the seventh inning, Dozier socked a fastball from reliever Cody Allen down the left-field line and inside the foul pole for his 13th home run as the Twins took a 3-2 lead.
 Gimenez added a solo shot off Zach McCallister in the ninth to make it 4-2. Brandon Kintzler pitched the ninth for his 20th save.
 And the Twins, who looked out of Cleveland’s league last week while getting swept at Target Field, will send Ervin Santana to the mound on Sunday with the chance to sweep the Indians at Progressive Field.
 Twins manager Paul Molitor said before Saturday’s game that Kluber’s slider might be the best in baseball. That was only one concern on Saturday as an ailing Twins team faced Cleveland.
 Another was the 3 p.m. Central Time start, and how the afternoon shadows would make hitting Kluber even more difficult.
 And the Twins were down Miguel Sano (illness), Max Kepler (injured) and Eddie Rosario (illness) — a chunk of their offense and chunks of their outfield defense.
 Despite all of this, the Twins were in control of the game until the seventh inning, after they ambushed Kluber with two runs in the first inning.
 Dozier was safe at first on Jason Kipnis’ throwing error to start the game, and Joe Mauer followed with a walk. Robbie Grossman then doubled to right to drive in Dozier. Mauer scored when catcher Yan Gomez’s pickoff throw to third was wild, and the Twins had a 2-0 lead.
 With no outs and a runner on third, the Twins failed to add on. Kennys Vargas struck out. Eduardo Escobar flied out. Jorge Polanco was issued the first intentional walk of his career because Gimenez was on deck.
 And Gimenez, a late replacement for Rosario, struck out to end the inning.
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Kluber striking out two in the first inning was a portent of things to come. He attacked strike zone and used his slider to overwhelm Twins hitters. Kluber struck out the side in the second inning, two in the third, two in the fourth and one in the fifth for 10 strikeouts.
 It was the fifth time this season and 29th time in Kluber’s career that he reached double digit strikeouts. He has struck out at least 10 in three straight starts, one shy of the club record. The Twins felt that home plate umpire Larry Vanover’s strike zone was wider that it needed to be, which didn’t help matters.
 And, despite all of that, the Twins still led.
 Twins righthander Kyle Gibson was knocked out of the game in the fifth inning after throwing 93 pitches, 45 of them balls. He needed 23 pitches to get through the second and 27 pitches in the fourth — including a sinker to Jose Ramirez that landed in the right-field stands for a home run that made the score 2-1.
 And, despite Gibson struggling, the Twins still led.
 Things looked ready to fall apart in the seventh. With runners on first and second, Francisco Lindor grounded a ball to Vargas, who gobbled it up and threw to second for one out. Polanco fired to first base, where reliever Matt Belisle was covering. But the throw was errant and went toward the Twins dugout as Gomes scored the tying run.
 Polanco could have held on to the ball. Belisle might have been able to come off the bag and secure the ball. It didn’t happen, and the Twins were in trouble.
 Until big swings from Dozier and Gimenez put them over the top.
 Star Tribune LOADED: 06.25.2017
 Not one, but two Twins scratched before game with Cleveland
 By La Velle E. Neal III
 You arrive at the ballpark, check with your players, check matchups and write out a lineup card.
 And then you have to improvise.
 That's what Twins manager Paul Molitor is dealing with right now as he had to remove outfielder Max Kepler from the starting lineup because of right foot contusion. Kepler fouled a ball off of his foot in the sixth inning on Friday but was able to remain in the game. But when he tried to warm up earlier this afternoon, the foot reacted angrily.
 So the plan is for Kepler to have X-Rays of his foot taken to make sure there isn't something seriously wrong.
 Byron Buxton was not in the ordinal lineup against Cleveland ace Corey Kluber, but he is now. Eddie Rosario, originally scheduled to start in center, has been moved back to his customary left field.
 But for how long? Rosario has been slowed by the same sinus infection that has kept Miguel Sano out of the lineup. And Rosario looks even worse today than he did yesterday. The Twins were going to see how he warms up today. If he struggles, he could be a late scratch.
 UPDATE: Rosario has been scratched. Chris Gimenez now playing left field. CHRIS GIMENEZ!
 As for Sano, he said he feels better today, but Molitor still has him out of the starting lineup. Sano is available off the bench.
 Not good for the Twins, especially when they are facing someone of Kluber's caliber. Joe Mauer is a career .298 hitter against Kluber with two home runs. The rest of the team isn't doing as well. Brian Dozier (.150), Eduardo Escobar (.126), Rosario (.176) and Sano (.063) have not figured out this guy.
 Escobar told me he stayed up late last night looking at Kluber video and thinks he has an answer. We will see.
 Miguel Sano, Eddie Rosario, Max Kepler all sit out Saturday’s Twins game
 By Mike Berardino | [email protected]
 CLEVELAND –Lingering illness kept Miguel Sano out of the Twins’ starting lineup for a second straight game Saturday, but he was hopeful of returning by Sunday’s series finale with the Cleveland Indians.
 “I didn’t want to push it,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said.
 The Twins are 14-4 when Sano homers, as he did twice this week in the series against the Chicago White Sox. Sano said his fever had subsided and the sinus congestion he’s been dealing with for a week, dating to a rain-marred home doubleheader with the Indians last weekend, is improving as well.
 Meanwhile, left fielder Eddie Rosario was scratched from the original starting lineup with a similar illness that seems to be worsening.
 “He looks like he’s feeling what he’s dealing with,” Molitor said.
 To make matters worse, right fielder Max Kepler underwent tests on his bruised right foot, which absorbed a foul ball during his final at-bat in Friday’s eighth inning. Kepler was able to finish the game, but the foot worsened overnight.
 X-rays were negative.
 “He went out early to test that foot out,” Molitor said. “He’s having a fairly difficult time being able to jog, much less run.”
 That left the Twins with an outfield alignment of Byron Buxton in center, flanked by Robbie Grossman in right and backup catcher Chris Gimenez in left. A former college outfielder, Gimenez has made 27 career appearances (13 starts) in the corner outfield in the majors.
 Nine of those starts came with the 2009 Indians, who went 73-89. His last outfield start came on Sept. 19, 2011, while with the Seattle Mariners; he played the first seven innings of a 12-6 win at Cleveland.
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Gimenez’s last outfield action of any sort came April 15, 2012 at Boston’s Fenway Park while with the Tampa Bay Rays. He played one inning and handled his only chance in a 6-4 loss.
 For his career, the 34-year-old Gimenez has seen 128 2/3 innings of outfield action in the majors and handled all 30 chances without an error.
 So far this season he has made 23 appearances at catcher, six as an emergency pitcher, four at first base and one at third base.
 Utility man Ehire Adrianza, who saw one game in the left field this season, was placed on the 10-day disabled list Thursday with a stomach ailment. If the Twins opt for immediate help, they may summon outfield prospect Zack Granite from Triple-A Rochester, where the 24-year-old was leading the International League with a .359 batting average.
 DRAFT STRATEGY
 Canadian high school right-hander Landon Leach, the Twins’ second-round pick, passed his physical and will receive a signing bonus just under $1.5 million, a person with direct knowledge said.
 Slot value for the No. 37 overall pick was $1.846 million, which makes Leach, a University of Texas commitment, the third Twins draft pick in the first seven rounds to sign for under slot. High school shortstop Royce Lewis, the No. 1 overall pick, saved them $1.05 million under slot, while fourth-round lefty Charlie Barnes ($450,000) saved them another $57,000.
 Compensation pick Brent Rooker, the former Mississippi State slugger, was their only slot-value signee at $1,935,300.
 Under first-year scouting director Sean Johnson, the Twins also signed their picks in rounds 8-10, a trio of college seniors, for a combined $30,000, choosing to push the remainder of the $459,500 allotment into the higher rounds.
 According to sources, the Twins went over slot for third-round right-hander Blayne Enlow ($2 million), fifth-round third baseman Andrew Bechtold ($600,000), sixth-round infielder Ricky De La Torre ($550,000) and seventh-round left-hander Ryley Widell ($400,000).
 In all, the Twins were set to exhaust their entire bonus pool of $14.157 million. They were still trying to go over slot for at least one more pick after the 10th round, where $125,000 is the new top allowable bonus without counting against the bonus pool.
 Their top unsigned picks were 11th-rounder Gabriel Rodriguez, a high school outfielder from Puerto Rico; and 16th-rounder Cade Smith, a Canadian right-hander who committed to the University of Hawaii.
 Pioneer Press LOADED: 06.25.2017
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