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            Multi-National Division – Baghdad “First Team.....Team First” Saturday, March 21, 2009 See BUILD Pg. 2 MiTT teams help build Iraqi army Sgt. Joshua Risner MND-B PAO BAGHDAD — The U.S. withdrawal plan for Iraq hinges on the ability of Iraqi Security Forces to stand on their own without the support of Coali- tion forces. According to the Security Agreement, a self- sufﬁcient Iraq must be able to effectively secure its borders, police its cities and combat an ever-adapting insurgent threat. This is where Military Tran- sition Teams come in. They form the bridge between Iraqi and Coalition forces, according to Maj. Jim Mullin, team chief of Team Weasel, 6th Iraqi Army Division MiTT. MiTT teams are put together using senior non-commissioned ofﬁcers and seasoned ofﬁcers to maximize the level of expe- rience that can be imparted, ac- cording to Master Sgt. Michael Eddy, non-commissioned ofﬁ- cer in charge, Team Weasel, 6th IA Div. MiTT. “Basically when you get or- ders for a MiTT team, you can be from anywhere and you all meet at Fort Riley and train for three months,” he said. “You get to know each other there and then deploy as a team.” Experience in a tactical en- vironment is essential, accord- ing to Eddy, who hails from Enﬁeld, Conn. “I know that on my team, we have nine out of 11 mem- bers that have already been in combat, so we have that experi- ence,” he said. “We’re going to take that experience and use it to train the Iraqis.” Members are selected for their military occupational spe- cialties, forming a well-rounded team that can advise on a vari- ety of duties. “Basically we have all these different [military occupational specialties] that are kind of pooled together to cover all the different bases that we’re go- ing to have to work with,” said Mullin, a Scituate, R.I. native. According to Mullin, a MiTT team’s job is to be com- bat advisors to the Iraqi Army. They coach, teach and mentor them so they can carry out inde- pendent counter-insurgency op- erations without Coalition force support in the future. One thing vital to getting the Iraqi Army up and running is strengthening its non-com- missioned ofﬁcers, said Sgt. 1st Class Gabriel Ramirez, from Oxnard, Calif., the logistics NCOIC. “We’re trying to get the NCO Corps to drive on,” he said. “They don’t really have an NCO Corps but we’re work- ing on that and it’s going along quite well.” The biggest challenge fac- ing Team Weasel is an issue of supply and demand, according to Mullin. “They know what they want to do but they don’t always have the resources to do it,” he said. “So part of our job and our mission here is to provide those resources ourselves or to coor Members of Team Weasel and the 6th IA Div. walk to lunch at JSS Salam. The MiTT lives on the base with their Iraqi counterparts, allowing a very hands-on approach to their mission of combat advising. By Sgt. Joshua Risner, MND-B PAO 
        

        
    






				            

        

    









                    
                        
							Upload: vuongtuong
                            Post on 16-Apr-2018

                            217 views

                        

                        
                            Category:
 Documents


                            2 download

                        

                    


                    
                        
                            Report
                        

                                                
                            	
                                    Download
                                


                        

                                            


                    
                        
                        
                            
                                    
Facebook

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                    
Twitter

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                    
E-Mail

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                    
LinkedIn

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                    
Pinterest

                        
                    


                    
                

                

                    
                    
                        Embed Size (px):
                            344 x 292
429 x 357
514 x 422
599 x 487


                        

                    

                    

                    

                    
                                        
                        TRANSCRIPT

                        Page 1
                        
                        

Multi-National Division – Baghdad “First Team.....Team First” Saturday, March 21, 2009
 See BUILD Pg. 2
 MiTT teams help build Iraqi armySgt. Joshua RisnerMND-B PAO
 BAGHDAD — The U.S. withdrawal plan for Iraq hinges on the ability of Iraqi Security Forces to stand on their own without the support of Coali-tion forces. According to the Security Agreement, a self-sufficient Iraq must be able to effectively secure its borders, police its cities and combat an ever-adapting insurgent threat.
 This is where Military Tran-sition Teams come in. They form the bridge between Iraqi and Coalition forces, according to Maj. Jim Mullin, team chief of Team Weasel, 6th Iraqi Army Division MiTT.
 MiTT teams are put together using senior non-commissioned officers and seasoned officers to maximize the level of expe-rience that can be imparted, ac-cording to Master Sgt. Michael Eddy, non-commissioned offi-cer in charge, Team Weasel, 6th IA Div. MiTT.
 “Basically when you get or-ders for a MiTT team, you can be from anywhere and you all meet at Fort Riley and train for three months,” he said. “You get to know each other there and then deploy as a team.”
 Experience in a tactical en-vironment is essential, accord-ing to Eddy, who hails from Enfield, Conn.
 “I know that on my team, we have nine out of 11 mem-bers that have already been in combat, so we have that experi-
 ence,” he said. “We’re going to take that experience and use it to train the Iraqis.”
 Members are selected for their military occupational spe-cialties, forming a well-rounded team that can advise on a vari-ety of duties.
 “Basically we have all these different [military occupational specialties] that are kind of pooled together to cover all the different bases that we’re go-ing to have to work with,” said Mullin, a Scituate, R.I. native.
 According to Mullin, a
 MiTT team’s job is to be com-bat advisors to the Iraqi Army. They coach, teach and mentor them so they can carry out inde-pendent counter-insurgency op-erations without Coalition force support in the future.
 One thing vital to getting the Iraqi Army up and running is strengthening its non-com-missioned officers, said Sgt. 1st Class Gabriel Ramirez, from Oxnard, Calif., the logistics NCOIC.
 “We’re trying to get the NCO Corps to drive on,” he
 said. “They don’t really have an NCO Corps but we’re work-ing on that and it’s going along quite well.”
 The biggest challenge fac-ing Team Weasel is an issue of supply and demand, according to Mullin.
 “They know what they want to do but they don’t always have the resources to do it,” he said. “So part of our job and our mission here is to provide those resources ourselves or to coor
 Members of Team Weasel and the 6th IA Div. walk to lunch at JSS Salam. The MiTT lives on the base with their Iraqi counterparts, allowing a very hands-on approach to their mission of combat advising.
 By Sgt. Joshua Risner, MND-B PAO
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 Medic on patrol treats burned child
 BAGHDAD — Pineville, La. native, Brig. Gen. Owen Monconduit (right), commander, 225th Engineer Bri-gade, discusses the screen construction progress with two Soldiers from the 46th Eng. Battalion, Sgt. Michael Sones, and Pfc. Santos Comacho. Sones, from Dallas and Santos, from Pleasanton, Texas, have been work-ing for the last week on installing screens around the entire parameter of Joint Security Station Ur in northeast Baghdad to increase the compound’s defenses.
 Soldiers newly-trained by the MiTT team have to hit the ground running
 dinate those resources external-ly through force support.”
 To facilitate good rapport with the IA and in-depth under-standing of their needs, Team Weasel maintains close, constant contact by living and working in the same location. They are within walking distance should anything arise that would re-quire their immediate attention.
 “The training requires some-one who is specialized in that field to provide training and to be here; around all day to make a good relationship with the Soldiers,” said Lt. Col. Haleem Jabir, executive officer, Engi-neer Regiment, 6th IA Div.
 Some MiTT teams have the option of living at a forward
 operating base but declining that opportunity has its own re-wards, according to Mullin.
 “We don’t live in some pal-ace and then come over here to rough it with the Iraqis; we’re constantly roughing it with them on a daily basis,” he said. “They appreciate that. We have a very tight working relation-ship with them.”
 A close relationship paves the way for effective teamwork, Mullin emphasized.
 “If we have to go into a com-bat scenario, if you know a per-son, trust them and like them, you’re more likely to work well together, to gel together in that type of situation.”
 The 6th IA Div., with the as-sistance of Team Weasel and other MiTTs, has made progress
 toward becoming a capable, in-dependent entity, according to Jabir.
 “The majority of the Iraqi Army officers right now, they belonged to the ex-Iraqi Army, but with the help of the Ameri-cans, we created a new Iraqi Army,” he said. “[My Soldiers] have learned from the Ameri-cans how to be professionals.”
 Soldiers newly-trained by the MiTT team have to hit the ground running; the mission re-quires nothing less, according to Eddy.
 “I’ve actually trained a cou-ple of guys who have gone out on real missions and captured a couple of bad guys,” he said.
 For Mullin, the evolution of the Iraqi Army has come a long way.
 “The last time I was here, during Operation Iraqi Free-dom One, we stood up the [Iraq Civil Defense Corps], which was the Iraqi Army in its in-fancy,” he said. “The change and the dramatic improvements have been amazing. I’d say the overall feeling that I get talking with the Iraqi people, talking with senior officers and NCOs is that things are much, much better now. People are safer; they feel safer.”
 The Iraqi Security Forces continue to work toward a mis-sion goal of increased safety for the citizens of Iraq and in-dependence that requires no as-sistance from Coalition forces. The MiTTs such as Team Wea-sel are doing their part to help make that vision a reality.
 BUILD, From Pg 1
 SAB AL BOR, Iraq — Mahoya City, Pa. native, Pfc. Tristan Grubb, a medic in 2nd Squadron, 104th Cavalry Regiment, 56th Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 28th Infantry Division, and an interpreter go-ing by the name of “Jeff,” provide medical care to young Iraqi children during a mission near Sab al-Bor, Iraq March 15. Grubb was approached by a young boy who had a severe burn to his hand and stopped his mission in order to assist the child.
 By 1st Lt. Matthew Swartzell, 104th Cav. Regt., 56th SBCT, 28th Inf. Div.
 By Scott Flenner, 225 Eng. Bde, 1st Cav. Div.
 Castle engineers strengthenJSS Ur defenses
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 Cav Round-Up radio newscast availableMND-B PAO
 BAGHDAD — The Cav Round-Up is a three-minute radio newscast from Baghdad covering military units and events across Multi-National Division – Baghdad.
 Today’s Cav Round-Up No. 23 was produced by Sgt. Lisa Heise, MND-B Public Affairs Office.
 The March 21st newscast includes
 the following three stories:1. Spc. Ashley Anderson reports
 on the 6th Iraqi Army’s MITT team efforts to help Iraqi soldiers learn to speak English.
 2. Sgt. Lisa Heise reports on a weapons cache discovered by MND-B paratroopers.
 3. Sgt. Lisa Heise reports on “Hugs from Home” in the form of
 7,000 care packages received by the “Dagger” Brigade at Camp Liberty.
 NIPR LINK: Cav Round-UpSIPR LINK: Cav Round-Up
 Check out other MND-B news products at the 1st Cavalry Division’s homepage:
 www.cavcountry.net
 Detainee release in Tarmiyah offers fresh startBy Ken Griffin56th SBCT PAO
 TARMIYAH, Iraq — A big blue bus rolled to a stop here, and Shaman Abdul Hadi stepped off, followed by 15 other men. Hadi hadn’t been to Tarmiyah or seen his family for 17 months, and was ready for a fresh start.
 The group returned home thanks to a detainee release facilitated by the 1st Battal-ion, 111th Infantry Regiment, 56th Stryker “Independence” Brigade Combat Team. As Co-alition forces implement the Security Agreement, Hadi and many others are getting another chance to rejoin their commu-nities.
 “I’m now home with my family, and looking forward to seeing my four children,” Hadi said, after greeting his father and a group of friends. “I plan to do factory work. Everything is set up.”
 The men were vetted through a rigorous process to ensure there were no warrants for their arrest or grievances for any crimes they may have com-mitted. Their local sheiks and families also vouched for the men, and upon their return here they received a welcoming but stern speech from Sheik Sa’ed Jassim, a key tribal leader in the Tarmiyah area.
 “God willing, these men will have a good life now. We talked
 to them, and advised them to work hard for their families,” Jassim said. “I know many of their parents, and most come from good families.”
 After the men signed sworn oaths bearing allegiance to the Government of Iraq, they re-joined their friends and families — many of them smiling and laughing for the first time that day, and possibly for the first time in a very long time.
 Although it’s impossible to know if each individual will stay out of trouble, Jassim and the other sheiks involved were happy to see the men return home and seemed confident. Capt. Peter Muller, command-er, Company C, 1-111th, shared that confidence and said the timing is right.
 “With the transition to rule of law, it’s important that we support the Iraqi judicial pro-cess,” Muller explained. “If someone doesn’t have a war-rant, we are returning them to society. They’ve paid their debt to society, and I think most of them will listen to the sheik.”
 Before the men departed to be with their loved ones, Jassim was careful to explain to each one they’d be held account-able for their actions. Muller said Iraqi Security Forces and Sons of Iraq in the area would be watching, and his unit would be ready to assist them with whatever they needed to ensure
 security for the Iraqi people.As Muller was leaving the
 hall with his men, he paused for a minute and reflected on what he perceived as a successful
 mission.“Today’s a good day. I’m
 glad these men are home. It makes me happy to see them smiling with their families.”
 Sheik Sa’ed Jassim (left), a tribal and political leader in Tarmiyah, and Judge Nassir, the Tarmiyah Qada judge, speak with detainees in Tarmiyah March 16 during a de-tainee release.
 Shaman Abdul Hadi greets friends and family in Tarmi-yah March 16 after a 17-month detention. Hadi, with his father at his side, said he plans to join the family busi-ness doing factory work.
 By Ken Griffin, 56th SBCT PAO, 25th Inf. Div.
 By Ken Griffin, 56th SBCT PAO, 25th Inf. Div.
 http://www.hood.army.mil/1stcavdiv/cav%20radio/2009/Mar/CavRadio.htm
 http://mnd-bportal.mnd-b.army.smil.mil/specialstaff/pao/DOCUMENTS/Cav%20Round-Up/Cav%20Round-Up%2028.wma
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 Mississippi ‘Stingrays’ end missions in BaghdadBy Sgt. Catherine Graham 890th Eng. Bn., 225th Eng. Bde.
 CAMP LIBERTY, Iraq — On March 18, another chapter came to a close in the history of the 890th Engineer Battalion, 225th Engineer Brigade, 1st Cavalry Divi-sion, Multi-National Division — Baghdad, as the ‘Stingray’ leaders assembled their Soldiers to hand over their mission in the Baghdad area to the 4th Engineer Battalion from Fort Carson, Colo. in a transfer of au-thority ceremony.
 The ceremony marked the official trans-fer of operations to the 4th Eng Bn. and sig-nified the end of a 12-month deployment for the Soldiers of the 890th Eng. Bn. in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom 08-10.
 “The Soldiers of the 890th Eng. Bn. have performed magnificently. They have overcome many challenges and contribut-ed to the success of not only the Coalition Forces, but also have assisted in adding to the legitimacy of the Government of Iraq,” said Lt. Col. Joe D. Hargett, commander of the 890th Eng. Bn. “I would like to wish the 4th Eng. Bn. the best of luck and God-speed as they take over this very important mission.”
 This is not the first Iraq deployment for the 890th Eng. Bn. from Gulfport, Miss., but it is the first under the Army’s modular-ity concept. The battalion consisted of the Headquarters Support Company and A Co., Forward Support Company, of the 890th En. Bn., from the Mississippi National Guard, the 836th Engineer Sapper Company from the Texas National Guard, the 688th En-gineer Mobility Augmentation Company from the Army Reserves out of Arkansas and the 848th Engineer Sapper Company from the Georgia National Guard.
 For the last two weeks, Soldiers of the 890th Eng. Bn. imparted the knowledge of what they have learned throughout their deployment to the 4th Engineers to create a seamless transfer.
 The ‘Stingray’ battalion’s mission be-gan with their arrival to Camp Liberty, Iraq in June 2008. The battalion assumed con-trol over the route clearance missions and assured mobility from the 107th Engineer Battalion of the Michigan Army National Guard serving under the 926th Engineer Brigade, 4th Infantry Division.
 The Stingrays made several improve-ments to their operations in theater through-
 out their tour. One of the significant mile-stones was by working with the 6th Iraqi Army Regiment’s leadership to establish a dynamic partnership with the IA to initiate an aggressive training program that would prepare the IA as a self-sustaining route clearance team.
 U.S. Soldiers instructed their Iraqi coun-terparts in counter-insurgency operations and supervised their progress. Following the graduation of the initial class of IA Sol-diers, the IA Regiment introduced their first piece of route clearance equipment into patrols and conducted numerous com-bined missions that resulted in increased proficiency of the Iraqi Soldiers.
 This in turn, protected the people of Iraq from insurgent activity and improved the confidence of the local population in their leadership and local Iraqi Security Forces.
 Another mission target was the inception of route sanitation missions. Though a part-nership with a sister battalion, the 46th En-gineer Battalion from Fort Polk, La.,, route clearance patrols began using construction assets to remove debris off the routes. The route sanitation partnerships reduced the amount of repetitive improvised explosive device interrogations and contributed to
 the beautification of the Baghdad area. The tactics and practices for this operation were published to the Center for Army Lessons Learned for future leaders to benefit from.
 The 890th had many other key innova-tive successes throughout its deployment in its area of operations with numerous muni-tions finds, the capture of insurgents, use of experimental surveillance technology, equipment improvements and the estab-lishment of a combat recovery course.
 The 890th Eng. Bn. will depart the theater for re-deployment with its many successes and zero casualties to add to its books.
 “The Soldiers of the 890th Engineer Battalion have set the standard for route clearance missions in the Multi-National Division-Baghdad area. The equipment that Congress approved and delivered for our missions has saved many lives and gave the Soldiers the tools needed to perform their missions safely,” said Command Sgt. Maj. Larry Mergenschroer. “I also would like to thank each Soldier of the 890th for their hard work and also the hometowns of Mississippi, Texas, Georgia, and Arkansas that gave much needed support to the Sol-diers.”
 Soon to be departing theater, company commanders and first sergeants of the 890th Engineer Battalion, from Gulfport, Miss., case their guidons dur-ing the transfer of authority ceremony on March 18, in front of the battalion tactical operation center on Camp Liberty, Iraq.
 By Sgt. Catherine Graham, 890th Eng. Bn., 225th Eng. Bde., 1st Cav.
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 David Letterman’s Top Ten Signs A Referee Is Fixing Games
 10. He leads the league in blocked shots.9. When talking about the San Antonio Spurs, he says “we.”8. After 6 seconds, calls a 24-second violation.7. He’s drawing up plays.6. Before tipoff, scoreboard reads 58 to nothing.5. Teams have scored a record number of two-pointers, three-pointers and eight pointers.4. Tossed one of the other officials out of the game.3. Has Eddie Brill’s telephone number on speed dial.2. Miami Heat hasn’t lost a game since Shaq promised to help the referee’s fat son.1. The Knicks are winning.
 On This Day In Military History On this day, March 21, in 1967, a Soldier’s courageous actions on the battlefield in Vietnam earned him the Medal of Honor. Master Sgt. Charles Ernest Hosking Jr. of New Jersey, served with Company A, 5th Special Forces Group, during combat operations in Phuoc Long, Vietnam. A Viet Cong suspect who was apprehended and identified as a sniper grabbed a hand grenade from Master Sgt. Hosking’s belt and started running toward the company command group a few feet away. Instantly realizing the enemy intended to kill the other men, Master Sgt. Hosking leaped upon the Viet Cong’s back. With utter disregard for his own safety, Master Sgt. Hosking grasped the Viet Cong in a “bear hug,” forcing the grenade against the enemy soldier’s chest. He then wrestled the Viet Cong to the ground and covered the enemy’s body with his body until the grenade detonated. The blast instantly killed both Master Sgt. Hosking and the Viet Cong. Master Sgt. Hosking’s actions saved the lives of his comrades and he was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor.
 Iraq 3-Day
 Weather Report Today
 77° F | 57° FTomorrow 78° F | 57° F
 Monday84° F | 55° F
 Hosking
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 Multi-National Division - BaghdadPublic Affairs Office
 Commanding General:Maj. Gen. Daniel Bolger
 Public Affairs Officer:Lt. Col. Philip Smith
 Public Affairs Chief:Master Sgt. Nicholas Conner
 Editor:Spc. Jon Soles
 Staff Writers:Sgt. 1st Class Ron Burke
 Sgt. 1st Class Joel QuebecStaff Sgt. Mark BurrellStaff Sgt. Jon CuppStaff Sgt. Peter Ford Sgt. Joshua Risner
 Spc. Howard AlperinSpc. Laura Johnson
 Spc. Phillip Adam Turner
 The Daily Charge is an authorized publication for members of the U.S. Army. Contents of The Daily Charge are not official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. Government, Department of the Army, or the 1st Cavalry Division. The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the Department of the Army, the 1st Cavalry, or The Daily Charge of the products and services advertised.
 All editorial content of The Daily Charge is prepared, edited, provided and approved by the Multi-National Division – Baghdad Public Affairs Office.
 Do you have a story to share?The Daily Charge welcomes columns, commentaries,
 articles, letters and photos from readers. Submissions should be sent to the Public Affairs NCOIC
 [email protected] and include author’s name, rank, unit and contact information. The Daily Charge reserves the right to edit submissions selected for the paper.
 For further information on deadlines, questions, comments or a request to be on our distribution list, email the Editor at [email protected]
 Pvt. Murphy by Mark Baker
 PEGASUS OASIS DFAC HOURSBREAKFAST 0530 TO 0830
 LUNCH 1130 TO 1330DINNER 1700 TO 2000
 MIDNIGHT CHOW 2300 TO 0100SUNDAY ONLYBRUNCH 0730 to 1330DINNER 1700 to 2000
 MIDNIGHT CHOW 2300 to 0100
 “I never did anything worth doing by accident, nor did any of my inventions come by accident; they came by work.”
 — Thomas A. Edison 1847-1931 American inventor, businessman who developed the first practical light bulb and founded General Electric
 Quote For Today
 Trigger’s TeasersThe objective of the game is to fill all the blank squares in a game with the correct numbers. There are three very simple constraints to follow: Every row of 9 numbers must include all digits 1 through 9 in any order. Every column of 9 numbers must include all digits 1 through 9 in any order. Every 3 by 3 subsection of the 9 by 9 square must include all digits 1 through 9.
 Every Sudoku game begins with a number of squares already filled in, and the difficulty of each game is largely a function of how many squares are filled in. The more squares that are known, the easier it is to figure out which numbers go in the open squares. As you fill in squares correctly, options for the remaining squares are narrowed and it becomes easier to fill them in.
 Yesterday’s Answers
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