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बालबोध सङ्ग्रहः - १

BALABODHA SANGRAHA - 1

A Non-detailed Text book for Vedic Students

Compiled with blessings and under instructions and guidance
of

Paramahamsa Parivrajakacharya Jagadguru

Sri Sri Sri Jayendra Saraswathi Sri Sankaracharya Swamiji

69th

Peethadhipathi and

Paramahamsa Parivrajakacharya Jagadguru

Sri Sri Sri Sankara Vijayendra Saraswathi Sri Sankaracharya

Swamiji 70th

Peethadhipathi of

Moolamnaya Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham

Offered with devotion and humility by

Sri Atma Bodha Tirtha Swamiji (Sri Kumbakonam Swamiji)

Disciple of Pujyasri Kuvalayananda Tirtha Swamiji

(Sri Tambudu Swamiji)

Translation from Tamil by

P.R.Kannan, Navi Mumbai
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Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham

॥ श्रीमहागणपतय ेनमः ॥

॥ श्री गुरुभ्यो नमः ॥

INTRODUCTION

जगत्कामकलाकारं नािभस्थान ंभुवः परम ्।

पदपद्मस्य कामाक्षयाः महापीठमुपास्मह े॥

सदाििवसमारमभा ंिंकराचाययमध्यमाम ्।

ऄस्मदाचाययपययनता ंवनद ेगुरुपरमपराम ्॥

We worship the Mahapitha of Devi Kamakshi‟s lotus feet, the
originator of „Kamakala‟ in the world,

the supreme navel-spot of the earth.

We worship the Guru tradition, starting from Sadasiva, having
Sankaracharya in the middle and

coming down upto our present Acharya.

This book is being published for use of students who join Veda
Pathasala for the first year of

Vedic studies and specially for those students who are between 7
and 12 years of age. This book

is similar to the Non-detailed text books taught in school
curriculum. We wish that Veda teachers

should teach this book to their Veda students on Anadhyayana
days (days on which Vedic

teaching is prohibited) or according to their convenience and
motivate the students.

If students gain basic knowledge of Vedas, the root of Sanatana
Dharma, they will develop

interest and keenness in learning Vedas. It will help them to
adopt this knowledge in their lives

and attain the fruit of human birth in due course. The Pathasala
managements should also take

the necessary steps in this regard and reap the fruit.

Published by

Jagadguru Sri Sankaracharya Swamigal

Moolamnaya Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham

Kanchipuram
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गोिवनददिेिकमुपास्य िचराय भक्तत्या

तिस्मिनस्थते िनजमिहिि िवदहेमुक्तत्या ।

ऄद्वतैभाष्यमुपकल्प्य ददिो िविजत्य

काञ्चीपुरे िस्थितमवाप स िङ्ग्कराययः ॥

Adoring Guru Sri Govinda Bhagavatpada for long, and after he
attained Videhamukti through his

own power, Sri Sankaracharya wrote commentaries to establish
Advaita philosophy, won over

opponents in all directions and finally rested in Kanchipuram,
where his Avatara period concluded.

(From ‘Patanjali Charitram’ of Sri Ramabhadra Dikshitar)

ऄपारकरुणामूर्तत ज्ञानदं िानतरूिपणम् ।

श्रीचनरिेखरगुरंु प्रणतोऽिस्म मुदानवहम ्॥

I pay obeisance every day with great cheer to Sri Chandrasekhara
Guru, who is the embodiment

of unlimited compassion, the bestower of Gnana, the very form of
peace.

(From ‘Guru Stuti’ of Jagadguru Sri Jayendra Saraswathi
Swamiji)

Period of Sri Adi Sankara Bhagavatpadacharya

Kaliyuga 2593 – 2625 (B.C.509 – 477)
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Lesson 1

स्विस्तवाचनम् - गुरुवनदनम ्

श्रीकाञ्चीकामकोटट पीठािधपित

जगद्गुरु श्री िङ्ग्कराचायय श्रीचरणयोः प्रणामाः ।

श्री गुरुभ्यो नमः ।

श्री महाििपुरसुनदरीसमेत श्री चनरमौलीश्वराय नमः ।

स्विस्त श्रीमद-्ऄिखल-भूमण्डलालङ्ग्कार-
ियस्त्रिंित्कोटट-दवेतासेिवत- श्रीकामाक्षीदवेीसनाथ- श्रीमद-्

एकाम्रनाथ- श्रीमहादवेीसनाथ- श्रीहिस्तिगटरनाथ- साक्षात्कार-
परमािधष्ठान- सत्यव्रतनामािङ्ग्कत-

काञ्चीददव्यक्षेिे िारदामठ-सुिस्थतानां ऄतुिलत सुधारस-माधुयय-
कमलासन कािमनी- धिममल्पल संफुल्पल-

मिल्पलका मािलका िनष्यनद मकरनदझरी- सौविस्तक- वाङ् िनगंुफ
िवजृमभणाननद- तुिनदिलत मनीिि-

मण्डलाना ंऄनवरताद्वतै- िवद्या-िवनोद-रिसकाना ंिनरनतरालङ्ग्कृतीकृत
िािनत-दािनत-भूिा ंसकल

भुवनचक्र प्रितष्ठापक श्रीचक्रप्रितष्ठा िवख्यात यिोऽलङ्ग्कृतानां
िनिखल पािण्ड िण्ड कण्टकोद्धटनेन

िविदीकृत वेद वेदानतमागय िण्मत प्रितष्ठापकाचायायणा
ंश्रीमत्-परमहसं-पटरव्राजकाचाययवयय श्रीजगद्गुरु

श्रीमत्-िङ्ग्कर भगवत्-पादाचायायणां ऄिधष्ठाने स्त्रसहासनािभििक्त
श्रीमत्-चनरिेखरेनरसरस्वती

संयमीनराणा ंऄनतेवािसवयय श्रीमत्-जयेनरसरस्वती श्रीपादाना
ंतदनतेवािसवयय श्रीमत्-

िङ्ग्करिवजयेनरसरस्वती श्रीपादानांच चरणनिलनयोः सप्रश्रय
ंसाञ्जिलबद्ध ंच नमस्कुमयः ।
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Swasti Vachanam – Guru Vandanam

Obeisance at the holy feet of Sri Kanchi Kamakoti
Peethadhipati

Jagadguru Sri Sankaracharya

Obeisance to Gurus

Obeisance to Sri Chandramouliswara and Sri Maha
Tripurasundari

The divine town of Kanchipuram is an ornament to all the
auspicious worlds; it is adored

by the thirtythree crores of Devatas; the visible abode of Sri
Kamakshi Devi and Sri

Ekamranatha, also of Sri Mahadevi and Sri Hastigirinatha; and
named as Satyavrata. Here

in Sarada Matham are seated Srimad Paramahamsa
Parivrajakacharyavarya Sri Jagadguru

Srimad Sankara Bhagavatpadacharya, who is surrounded by wise
persons immersed in the

bliss of garlands of words like streams of nectar, of
unparalleled sweetness, dripping from

garland of blooming jasmine at the crown of Devi seated in
Kamalasana; who is ever in the

bliss of the realisation of Advaita; who is ever high, with the
ornaments of the virtues of

self-control of body and mind; who is decorated with the fame
from installation of

Srichakra, which bestows stability to all the chakras of worlds;
who established

Shanmatha (six philosophies of six Devatas for worship) on the
path laid down by Veda

and Vedanta, thus clearing the path free of the thorns of
non-believers of Vedas; coronated

in his throne are Jagadguru Srimad Chandrasekharendra Saraswathi
Sripada; his disciple

Srimad Jayendra Saraswathi Sripada; his successive disciple
Srimad Sankara Vijayendra

Saraswathi Sripada. At the lotus feet of these Gurus we
prostrate with all humility, with

folded hands.
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Lesson 2

Vinayaka (Pillaiyar in Tamil)

A unique feature in Tamil Nadu is the presence of Vinayaka
temples everywhere. At the foot of

peepul trees, on many streets, on river banks and nowadays at
the entrances of residential tower

buildings – Vinayaka occupies a unique place and blesses all. We
call him „Pillaiyar‟ with love.

(Pillai in Tamil means son; Pillaiyar is respected son; here it
means respected son of Siva and

Parvathi).

Vinayaka is the elder son of the universal parents, Parvathi and
Parameswara. We never feel

satiated on seeing certain objects – moon, sea, elephant etc.
Irrespective of the number of times

we keep seeing them or the time spent in seeing them every time,
we feel continuous insatiate

happiness. We therefore pray to him by tapping our forehead with
the fist and with

„Thoppukkaranam‟. Whatever we undertake to do, our effort will
bear fruit without obstacles, only if

we pray to Vinayaka and obtain his blessing.

„Dorbhih karanam‟ is holding the two ears with the opposite
hands and bending down such that

the knee touches the ground. „Dorbhih karanam‟ in Samskrit means
holding ears with hands; this

term got corrupted to „Thoppukkaranam‟ (in Tamil) over time.
This „Thoppukkaranam‟ was

originally taught to us by Sri Mahavishnu. Once Vinayaka
snatched the Chakra of Mahavishnu

from his hands in jest and put it in his mouth. As Vinayaka is
very strong, it is not possible to force

the Chakra out of him, nor is it possible to frighten him into
submission. So Mahavishnu thought

that by making him laugh loudly, the Chakra would drop down from
his mouth and that he could

then take it. He caught hold of his own ears with his four hands
and danced. Vinayaka laughed

uncontrollably; the Chakra fell down from his mouth and was
picked up by Vishnu. „Dorbhih

karanam‟ became a practice since then; Vinayaka has been
blessing everyone.

A common sloka used while tapping one‟s head for praying to
Vinayaka is as under:

िुक्तलामबरधरं िवष्णु ंिििवणं चतुभुयजम ्।

प्रसन्न-वदनं ध्यायेत् सवयिवघ्नोप-िानतय े॥ “I meditate on
Vinayaka, who is attired in white, all-pervasive, of the colour of
moon, with four

hands and happy face, for removal of all obstacles.” By tapping
at the forehead at certain nerve

locations, our memory power increases as per Yoga Sastra.
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Shall we now look at the sixteen names of Vinayaka?

सुमुखश्च-एकदनतश्च किपलो गजकणयकः ।

लमबोदरश्च िवकटो िवघ्नराजो िवनायकः ॥

धूमकेतुर्-गणाध्यक्षः फालचनरो गजाननः ।

वक्रतुण्डः िूपयकणॊ हरेमबः स्कनद-पूवयजः ॥

िोडिैतािन नामािन यः पठेत् िृणुयादिप ।

िवद्यारमभे िववाह ेच प्रवेि ेिनगयमे तथा ॥

सङ्ग्रामे सवयकायेि ुिवघ्नस-्तस्य न जायते ॥ “The sixteen names
are: 1.Sumukha (pleasant faced) 2.Ekadanta (with one tusk) 3.Kapila
(of

tawny colour) 4.Gajakarnaka (with ears of elephant) 5.Lambodara
(with large belly) 6.Vikata

(of strange short appearance) 7.Vighnaraja (lord of obstacles)
8.Vinayaka (one who has no

overlord) 9.Dhumaketu (shining like Agni) 10.Ganadhyaksha (lord
of Bhutaganas)

11.Phaalachandra (with Chandra in forehead) 12.Gajanana (with
face of elephant)

13.Vakratunda (with curved trunk) 14.Surpakarna (with ears like
winnow baskets) 15.Heramba

(one who blesses devotees) 16.Skandapurvaja (elder brother of
Skanda). One, who reads or

listens to these sixteen names at the time of commencement of
studies, marriage, while starting

from a place or entering a place, during war and in every
activity, shall not face any obstacles.”

One should practise chanting these names from childhood. The
offerings most liked by Vinayaka

include Appam („Gudaapupam‟), Aval („Prithukam‟), Modaka, Durva,
sugarcane, smashed coconut

etc.

Parameswara, Mahavishnu, Brahma, Veda Vyasa, Skanda (Muruga),
Krishna and many others

worshipped Vinayaka and attained benefits. In fact it is clear
from Puranas that all Devatas

attained success in their endeavours only by worshipping
Vinayaka. When Parameswara started

on his mission of Tripura Samharam, he forgot to worship
Vinayaka, being in a hurry. On the way,

when the chariot was on the move, Vinayaka caused the chariot
axle to break. The chariot came

to a stop. Parameswara, who realised what had happened,
performed Pooja of Vinayaka

immediately. Vinayaka also removed the obstacles. The chariot
then moved ahead; Parameswara

won a big victory by annihilating Tripurasuras and came to be
known as Tripurantaka. There is a

place called Achiruppakkam between Chingleput and Tindivanam (in
Tamil Nadu). This is the

place where the axle gave way.


	
Page 9 of 86

A few years ago large stone images of Sankara Bhagavatpada and
his four disciples were being

taken in a lorry for installing in the Sankara Mandapam in
Rameswaram in Agni Tirtham. The lorry

broke down at this very place, Achiruppakkam. Then ten smashed
coconuts were offered to

Vinayaka; the lorry was repaired and it reached Rameswaram. The
way the images of Sankara,

the incarnation of Parameswara, came to a stop at that very
place is only a lila (sport) of

Tripurantaka. Kumbhabhishekam for Sankara and disciples in
Srimatham in Rameswaram was

performed in 1963 in a grand manner in the benign presence of
Sri Maha Periyaval and Sri

Periyaval on Sri Sankara Jayanthi day.

Vinayaka, the child God

The 68th Peethadhipathi of our Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham was
Paramahamsa

Parivrajakacharya Pujyasri Chandrasekharendra Saraswathi Sri
Sankaracharya Swamiji, hailed

as the Great Muni of Kanchi, Walking God and Maha Periyaval
(Great One). He is a great Gnani,

Jivanmukta, who lived a life of austerity for a hundred years
and blessed the entire world. Even to

this day many thousands pray at his Adhishthanam and attain
benefits. Let us now see what he

said about Vinayaka in his own words.

“The practice of smashing coconut into small pieces is generally
prevalent among the Tamils. The

coconut pieces that are scattered while smashing actually belong
to children. I came to know this

through a child. In 1941 I observed Chaturmasya Vratam in
Nagappattinam (Tamil Nadu). Many

coconuts used to be smashed there. A large number of children
used to gather such that it would

even become difficult to carry out the smashing process. People
who were with me were worried

that in this commotion the children might fall on me. So they
chided them to keep away. At that

time a boy said majestically: „After smashing a coconut what
right do you have to ask us not to

gather here? The broken coconuts do belong to us. We shall
certainly be coming here for that.‟ I

realised that what he said was perfectly correct; in the
Prasadam of the child God, children alone

have the full right.”

It is only with Vighneswara‟s blessing that any activity in this
world will happen without obstacle.

He is the beautiful child God who removes obstacles and bestows
full success. Let us pray to him,

do Pooja and live a good life without obstacles!

Questions
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1. Write down the sixteen names of Vinayaka.

2. Write the sloka chanted while tapping the forehead.

3. „Thoppukkaranam‟- write the reason and the story behind the
name.

4. Whom should we worship first?

5. Where is Achiruppakkam?

6. Who is the Child God? Who told us about the Child God?

7. In which year was the image of Sri Sankara Bhagavatpada
installed in Srimatham in

Rameswaram?
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Lesson 3

Foundation texts of our Sanatana Dharma

Dharma is what we practise for living comfortably in this world.
If we practise Dharma without

desire or hatred, in the way our ancestors have taught us, with
the desire of getting Bhagavan‟s

satisfaction and blessing, then that itself will pave the way
for Moksham, Liberation. That is called

religion. Religion and Dharma are the same, so say the Sastras.
The ways in which life will attain

completeness constitute Dharma.

The texts which tell us about the matters basic to Dharma are
known as „Dharma Pramanas‟

(Authorities for Dharma). There are fourteen such texts which
are the basic Sastras expounding

Dharma obtaining eternally from Vedic times. The texts written
by ancient Rishis based on the

import of Vedas, hailed as the life-breath of Bhagavan, are
called „Smritis‟. The most important

Smriti, which we have been following traditionally from ancient
times, is Manusmriti. Therein

authoritative sources of knowledge have been defined as fourteen
– Vedangas (6), Vedas (4),

Mimamsa, Nyaya, Puranas and Dharmasatras.

ऄङ्ग्गािन वेदाि्-चत्वारो मीमांसा नयाय िवस्तरः ।

पुराणं धमयिािं ंच िवद्याह्-येताि्-चतुदयि ॥ Yagnavalkya has also
mentioned the same in his Smriti also.

पुराण नयाय मीमांसा धमयिािं ऄङ्ग्गिमिश्रताः ।

वेदाः स्थानािन िवद्यानां धमयस्य च चतुदयि ॥ It is clear that all
the knowledge in the world is contained in these fourteen sources.
They are

books of knowledge as well as of Dharma; they are known as
„Vidya Sthanas‟ or abodes of

knowledge. Shall we now have a look at these fourteen sources of
knowledge?

Four Vedas

1. Rig Veda

2. Yajur Veda (Two categories- Krishna Yajur Veda, Sukla Yajur
Veda)

3. Sama Veda

4. Atharva Veda

These four Vedas are the basis on which all dharmas are founded.
It is traditional practice to

worship Vedas as Veda Matha and Veda Purusha.
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Shadangas

There are six parts of the Veda Purusha, known as Shadangas (six
parts). They are:

5. Siksha – Nose of Veda

6. Vyakarana – Mouth of Veda

7. Chandas – Foot of Veda

8. Nirukta – Ear of Veda

9. Jyotisha – Eye of Veda

10. Kalpa – Hand of Veda

Saivite Nayanmars have sung of Parameswara as „one who has
become Veda with its six parts‟.

There are four more Vidya Sthanas:

11. Mimamsa

12. Nyaya

13. Purana

14. Dharma Sastra

The above fourteen are reckoned to be Vidya Sthanas.

It is also in practice to include Ayur Veda, Gandharva Veda,
Dhanur Veda and Artha Sastra and

thus consider 18 Vidya Sthanas.

In Vishnu Purana of Maharshi Parasara, Vidya Sthanas are said to
be 18.

ऄङ्ग्गािन वेदाः चत्वारो मीमांसा नयायिवस्तर: ।

पुराणं धमयिािं ंच िवद्याह्-येताि्-चतुदयि ॥

अयुवेदो धनुवेदो गानधवयशै्चव ते ियः ।

ऄथयिािं ंचतुथं तु िवद्या ह्यष्टादिैव ताः ॥ All these together
are known also as Sastra. „Sastra‟ means that which has been
instructed. All

Vidya Sthanas are centred on the four Vedas alone. The root of
all dharmas is Veda alone, as

stated in Gautama Dharma Sutra:

वेदोऽिखलो धमयमूलम ् Srimad Ramayana also states:

वेदाः ये नः परं धनम्- „Vedas are our supreme wealth‟. Veda‟s
greatness has been hailed in many

texts.

Let us look at more of Veda‟s greatness in the next lesson.
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Questions

1. Write down the names of the 14 Vidya sthanas.

2. Which is said to be Veda‟s eye?

3. Which is said to be Veda‟s foot?

4. Which are the four Vidya Sthanas other than the fourteen?

5. Write down the sloka from Manu Smriti.

6. Write down the sloka from Yagnavalkya smriti.

7. Which books are called Sastra?

8. Write the sloka from Vishnu Purana.

9. By whom was Vishnu Purana written?
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Lesson 4

Greatness of Veda

Veda is said to be „Apourusheyam‟ – not man-made. Veda is Anadi-
beginningless; beyond Time.

Rishis perceived Veda mantras through the power of their Tapas.
If Veda mantras had been

written by Rishis, the Rishis would have been known as „Mantra
Kartas‟. But they are called

„Mantra Drashtas‟- those who perceived, saw Mantras. Rishis saw
through their Tapas and

Bhagavan‟s grace, the great mantras which are all-pervasive and
constantly making vibratory

sound in the atmosphere. It is said:

श्रुस्त्रत पश्यिनत मुनयः – Munis see Sruti- Veda mantras.

When it is said that Columbus discovered America, it means that
he did not create America, but

he made a pre-existing mass of land called America known to the
world. Similarly Rishis

discovered mantras, which are there everywhere at all times and
made them known to disciples

out of compassion for the good of the world.

The sound of Veda mantra produces healthy nerve vibrations in
the person who chants them. It

also generates wholesome changes in the persons who listen and
in the general environment. It

gives complete peace of mind to humans and improves general well
being in the world. No other

religion has the kind of prayer for the welfare of all creation
like our Veda, which is eternal and

beginningless. Veda prays for the welfare of Dvipad (two legged
creatures), Chatushpad (four

legged creatures), and even grass, plants, trees, mountains,
rivers etc. The very sound of Veda

causes the well being of the entire creation, not to speak of
the meaning of Veda.

We have life here and life hereafter. Our Vedas are the valuable
treasure of lofty teachings

covering subjects like the actions to be done by every jiva from
the time of birth till his last breath

such that he can avert rebirth and realise the Atma. The Vedas
also have laid down rules of

conduct for every man and every woman, on how the king should
conduct his rule, how the

general public should act etc. Veda is the highest of all the
rule books in the world.

Puranas declare that Garuda is of the form of Veda and Bhagavan
is seated on Garuda. The 63

Nayanmars and 12 Alwars have sung the praise of Veda in their
Devara and Divya Prabandha
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poems. In Devaram songs, they say: „Parameswara, who chants Sama
Veda‟. Alwars similarly

sing: „Chakrapani, who sings Sama Veda‟ etc.

Gautama Dharma Sutra says:

वेदोऽिखलो धमयमूलम ्– Veda is the root of all Dharma.

Apasthamba Dharma Sutra says: धमयज्ञसमयः प्रमाणं वेदाः – The
authority for Dharma is Veda.

Manusmriti says: धमं िजज्ञासमानानां प्रमाण ंपरम ंश्रुितः – Sruti
(Veda) is the highest authority for

those who are interested to know Dharma.

Sri Sankara Bhagavatpada says in Gita Bhashyam: िािंं ऄनत्य
ंप्रमाणम-् गी.भा. (२.१८) – Sastra

is the final authority.

Bhagavan Krishna says in Bhagavad Gita: तस्मात् िािं ंप्रमाण ंते
(गी. १६.२४) – Therefore Sastra

is authority for you. We have already noted that „Sastram‟
refers to Veda primarily. Brihadaranyaka Upanishad states that Veda
is the life-breath of Bhagavan:

ऄस्य महतो भूतस्य िनश्विसतं एतत् यत्

ऋग्वेदो यजुवेदः सामवेदोऽथवायिङ्ग्गरस

आितहासः पुराणं िवद्या ईपिनिदः श्लोकाः...

Sri Vidyaranya swamigal, who wrote commentary for all the four
Vedas says while praising his

Guru as Iswara: यस्य िनश्विसतं वेदाः – one whose life-breath is
Veda.

It is not correct to think that Rishis have discovered all of
the Vedas. Veda itself states: ऄननता वै

वेदाः - Vedas are endless. Even then, the Veda branches (Sakhas)
that we now have and which

have been saved in the last 100-200 years are indeed very few.
It is stated in Muktikopanishad

that there were 21 Sakhas of Rig Veda, 109 Sakhas of Yajur Veda,
1000 Sakhas of Sama Veda

and 50 Sakhas of Atharva Veda; thus there were 1180 Sakhas of
Vedas in all, and every Sakha

had one Upanishad. Muktikopanishad was taught by Sri Rama to Sri
Anjaneya. But now we have

only 1 Sakha of Rig Veda, 4 Sakhas of Yajur Veda (Krishna-2,
Sukla-2), 3 Sakhas of Sama Veda

and 2 Sakhas of Atharva Veda; thus there are only 10 Vedic
Sakhas and 108 Upanishads today.

In every Veda there are four parts – Samhita, Brahmanam,
Aranyaka and Upanishad.

Brahmanams give the meanings of words in Samhita mantras,
appropriate to various Vedic

Karmas and also stipulate the Karmas to be performed. If Vedic
Karmas are performed in a spirit

of dedication to Easwara, mind will get purified. Aranyakas
explain the principles of the Karmas in

Brahmanams and the inner meaning of the mantras in Samhita.
Upanishads occur at the close of


	
Page 16 of 86

these Aranyakas. If Samhita were to be considered a tree,
Brahmanam is the flower; Aranyaka is

the unripe fruit and Upanishad is the final ripe fruit.
Upanishads teach the principle of the unity of

Jivatma and Paramatma in the path of Gnana. Jagadguru Sri
Sankara Bhagavatpadacharya has

written commentaries on ten Upanishads, listed in this
sloka.

इि केन कठ प्रश्न मुण्ड माण्डूक्तय ितििटरः ।

ऐतरेयं च छानदोग्यं बृहदारण्यकं दि ॥ The ten Upanishads are:
Easavasya, Kena, Katha, Prasna, Munda, Mandukya, Taittiriya,

Aitareya, Chandogya and Brihadaranyaka Upanishads.

Brahma Sutras of Sri Veda Vyasacharya, the ten Upanishads and
Srimad Bhagavad Gita taught

by Bhagavan Krishna to Arjuna – these three are known as
Prasthana Traya (the three systems or

means of reaching the end, viz. Liberation).

Questions

1. How was Veda obtained by us?

2. What are the subjects covered in the Vedas?

3. State the Devara song referring to the greatness of Veda.

4. Which is the life-breath of Bhagavan? Where is it stated?

5. How many Sakhas were there in Vedas? Categorise them.

6. Write down the names of the ten Upanishads.

7. Which are the parts of Veda?
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Lesson 5

Sri Veda Vyasa

In ancient times humans had good Yogic power and strong
intellect. Hence they were able to

learn many Veda Sakhas (branches). Many rare and deep flashes of
knowledge occurred to

Maharishis spontaneously. In latter days, the divine powers of
humans started to diminish. In the

beginning of Kaliyuga, about 5116 years ago, the powers of
memory and intellect, longevity,

health etc. gradually started to shrink. The Tamil poet
Nachchinarkkiniyar refers to „humans of

short life, many diseases and small intellect‟. Srimad
Bhagavatham also says:

प्रायॆण ऄल्पपायुिः सभ्य कलाविस्मन् युगॆ जनाः ।

मनदाः सुमनदमतयः मनदभाग्या ह्युपरतुाः ॥

दभुयगांश्च जनान् वीक्षय मुिनर्ददवॆ्यन चक्षुिा ।

सवयवणायश्रमाणां यद्दध्यौ िहतममोघदक्ृ ॥

“In this Kali yuga, people will generally be of short life, slow
in learning and retention, of poor luck

and subject to distress.” (1.1.10)

“Muni (Veda Vyasa) saw with his divine eyes the poor luck of
people. The infallible visionary that

he was, he pondered over what was in the interest of people of
all Varnas (divisions) and Asramas

(stations in life)”. (1.4.18).

Bhagavan, out of his infinite grace, got Vedas divided and
organised into four groups at the hands

of his Amsavathara, Krishna Dvaipayana, also known as Badarayana
and Veda Vyasa. As the

Maharishi named Krishna was born in an island (Dvipa), he came
to be called Krishna

Dvaipayana. As he performed penance in Badarikasrama at the foot
of a Badari tree, he was

known as Badaryana. As he divided Vedas into four groups, he was
called Veda Vyasa. Vyasa

means one who divides. Though he was born towards the end of
Dvapara yuga, he had the

capacity to absorb all Vedas, as he was Amsavathara of Bhagavan.
He preserved Vedas by

dividing them into four groups and many sub-groups called Sakhas
(branches). He taught Rigveda

Sakhas to his disciple Paila, Yajurveda to Vaisampayana, Sama
Veda to Jaimini and Atharva

Veda to Sumantu, and made the disciples propagate the same
through many of their own

disciples. He taught Itihasas and Puranas to Romaharshana. This
is stated in Srimad

Bhagavatham:
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चातुहॊिं कमयिुद्ध ंप्रजानां वीक्षय वैददकम् ।

व्यदधाद्यज्ञसनतत्यै वॆदमॆकं चतुर्ववधम् ॥

ऋग्यजुः सामाथवायख्या वॆदाश्चत्वार ईद्धृताः ।

आितहासपुराणं च पञ्चमॊ वॆद ईच्यतॆ ।

तिग्वेदधरः पैलः सामगॊ जैिमिनः किवः ।

वैिमपायन ऎवैकॊ िनष्णातॊ यजुिामुत ॥

ऄथवायिङ्ग्गरसामासीत्सुमनतुदायरुणॊ मुिनः ।

आितहासपुराणानां िपता मे रॊमहियणः ॥

After completing study of their own Sakha (Svasakha), many
learnt two or three other Sakhas by

virtue of their accumulated religious merit. There are such
families in north India, whose surnames

like Dvivedi, Trivedi, Chaturvedi etc. proclaim this fact.
Surnames „Dave‟ and „Dubey‟ are

corrupted forms of Dvivedi only.

Sakhas extant now

1. Rigveda: Saakala Sakha. As Aitareya Upanishad occurs in this,
it is also called Aitareya Sakha.

2. In Krishna Yajurveda, it is Taittiriya Sakha which is being
studied generally. Maitrayaniya Sakha

is available in some pockets in the north.

3. In Sukla Yajurveda, two prominent Sakhas are Kaanva Sakha and
Maadhyandina Sakha.

4. In Sama Veda, three Sakhas are available: Raanaayaniya,
Jaiminiya and Koutuma Sakhas.

5. In Atharva Veda, Sounaka and Pippalada Sakhas are
available.

Brahmanams

1. Rigveda: Aitareya Brahmanam, Saankhyayana Brahmanam (or
Koushitaki Brahmanam).

2. Sukla Yajurveda: Satapatha Brahmanam.

3. Krishna Yajurveda: Taitriya Brahmanam.

4. Atharva Veda: Gopatha Brahmanam.

5. Sama Veda: Eight Brahmanams are available – Taandya,
Shadvimsa, Vamsa,

Samhitopanishad, Devatadhyaya, Aarsheya, Samavidhana and
Chandogya Brahmanams.
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Lesson 6

Forty Samskaras

People in this world face a combination of happiness and misery.
In order to make the present life

fruitful and to avert future rebirth, one must get rid of the
impurities in mind. Vedas bestow on us

the knowledge of Bhagavan and our true state. If we follow the
path shown in Vedas, we can

attain the lofty state of no rebirth. Maharishis have prescribed
forty Samskaras (purificatory rituals)

by way of initial steps in that direction. Our ancestors have
also walked this path.

Just as the image in the mirror becomes clear once we clean the
mirror and remove the

impurities, the impurities of attachment, hate, desires, anger
etc. in our mind will be removed

gradually if we perform the forty Samskaras laid down in Vedas
in a spirit of dedication to the Lord

and also practise the prescribed eight Atma Gunas (qualities of
soul). Our mind will become clean

like crystal and the principle of Bhagavan will be perceived
clearly.

Veda is called Sruti; it should be learnt only from a Guru. One,
who learns Sruti from a Guru and

masters it, is called a Srotriya. There are forty Samskaras
specified in the Sutras of brahmanas.

Out of these, 14 are Smartha karmas and the balance 26 are
Sroutha Karmas.

I Smartha Karmas चतुदयि स्मातय कमायः- 14

1. गभायधानम ् Garbhadhanam

2. पुंसवनम ् Pumsavanam

3. सीमनतोन्नयनम् Seemantonnayanam

4. जातकमाय Jatakarma

5. नामकरणम ् Namakaranam

6. ऄन्नप्रािनम ् Annaprasanam

7. चौलम ् Choulam

8. ईपनयनम ् Upanayanam

II चत्वाटर वेद व्रतािन Four Veda Vratas
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9. Prajapatyam प्राजापत्यम्

10. Soumyam सौमयम ्

11. Aagneyam अरॆयम ्

12. Vaisvadevam वैश्वदवेम्

13. Vratasamavartanam (Snanam) व्रतसमावतयनम ्(स्नानम)्

14. Vivaham िववाहः

III िस्त्रववित ् श्रौत कमायः Sroutha Karmas – 26

Five Veda Yagnas पञ्च वॆद यज्ञाः

1. Deva yagna दवॆ यज्ञः

2. Rishi yagna ऋिि यज्ञः

3. Pitru yagna िपतृ यज्ञः

4. Bhuta yagna भूत यज्ञः

5. Manushya yagna मनुष्य यज्ञः

सप्त पाक यज्ञ संस्थाः Seven Paka yagnas

1. ऄष्टका Ashtaka

2. स्थालीपाकः पावयणः Sthalipakam Parvanam

3. श्राद्धम ् Sraadham

4. श्रावणी Sraavani

5. अरहायणी Aagrahayani

6. चैिी Chaitri

7. अश्वयुजी Aasvayuji

सप्त हिवययज्ञसंस्थाः Seven Havir yagnas

1. ऄग्नयाधॆयम ् Agnayadheyam

2. ऄिग्नहॊिम ् Agnihotram

3. दियपूणयमासम ् Darsapurnamasam

4. अरयणम ् Aagrayanam
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5. चातुमायस्यम् Chaturmasyam

6. िनरूढपिुबनधः Nirudhapasubandha

7. सौिामणी Soutramani

सप्त सॊमयज्ञसंस्थाः Seven Soma yagna Samsthas

1. ऄिग्नष्टोमः Agnishtoma

2. ऄत्यिग्नष्टॊमः Atyagnishtoma

3. ईक्त्यः Ukthyam

4. िॊडिी Shodasi

5. वाजपॆयः Vajapeya

6. ऄितरािः Atiratram

7. अप्तॊयायमः Aptoryamam It is stated in Goutama Dharma
Sutram:

यस्यैते चत्वाररित् समस्काराः ऄष्टौ अत्मगुणाः स ब्राह्मणः
सायुज्यं सालॊक्तयता ंजयित - “The brahmana,

who performs these forty Samskaras and possesses the eight Atma
Gunas, attains Sayujyam,

integral unity with the Lord.

Eight Atma Gunas ऄष्टौ अत्मगुणाः

1.Compassion 2.Patience 3.Absence of jealousy 4.Cleanliness
5.Not torturing oneself

6.Auspicious conduct 7.Absence of miserliness
8.Non-attachment.

We should practise these eight Atma Gunas and also perform the
specified forty Samskaras.

Questions

1. Who divided Vedas into four groups? How did he get that
name?

2. What are his other names?

3. What is the state of people in Kaliyuga?

4. Write the sloka from Srimad Bhagavatham in support.

5. Who are the four disciples of Veda Vyasa?

6. Which of the Vedas was handed to each disciple by him?


	
Page 22 of 86

7. Write the slokas from Srimad Bhagavatham in support.

8. Write the names of Veda Sakhas extant now.

9. Write the names of the forty Samskaras.

10. What is the benefit of the forty Samskaras?

11. Which are the eight Atma Gunas?
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Lesson 7

Importance of birth as Brahmana

Out of his motiveless and intense compassion Jagadguru Sri Adi
Sankara Bhagavatpadacharya

has written commentaries for the „Prasthana Traya‟ texts, and
also hundreds of „Prakarana

granthas‟ (explanatory manuals) with a view to saving us all
from the ocean of samsara (cycle of

births and deaths). He writes in the wonderful book „Viveka
Chudamani‟:

जनतूनां नरजनम दलुयभमतः पुंस्त्वं ततॊ िवप्रता,
तस्माद्वदैदकधमयमागयपरता िवद्वत्वमस्मात्परम् ।

अत्मानात्मिववॆचनं स्वनुभवॊ ब्रह्मात्मना संिस्थितः, मुिक्तनो
ितकॊटटजनमस ुकृतैः पुण्यैर्ववना लभ्यतॆ।।

“Birth as a human being is difficult of attainment; birth as a
male more difficult; birth as a

brahmana even more so. Hence following the path of dharma (of
Pravritti, Nivritti – engaging in

Karmas; withdrawing from Karmas) delineated by Veda is
necessary. To master the path is

meritorious. Then one should constantly analyse and distinguish
between Atma and Anatma, and

practise abidance in the state of Brahman. Constant abidance in
this state is Mukti, Liberation;

that is attained not without the merit accumulated over hundreds
of crores of births. It is therefore

the duty of a human being to strive for Atma Gnana and
attainment of Mukti. Sri Sankara adds:

दलुयभ ंियमॆवैतत् दवेानुरहहतुॆकम् । मनुष्यत्वं मुमुक्षुत्वं
महापुरुिसंश्रयः ॥

“Three attainments are difficult and are reached only through
the grace of Bhagavan: being a

human being, unquenchable desire for Moksha and the refuge under
a saint.”

लब्धध्वा कथिञ्चत् नरजनम दलुयभ ंतिािप पुंस्त्वं श्रुितपारदियनम्
।

य स्वात्ममुक्तत्यै न यतॆत मूढधीः स अत्महा स्व
ंिविनहनत्यसद्ग्रहात् ॥ “Having somehow obtained the rare birth as a
human being, that too as a male and mastered the

Srutis, one, who is of deluded intellect and does not strive for
his own Liberation, kills his own self

by clasping the insubstantial things.”

आतः कॊ नविस्त मूढात्मा यस्तु स्वाथयप्रमाद्यित । दलुयभ ंमानुिं
दहॆ ंप्रा्य तिािप पौरुिम् ॥ “Having somehow obtained the rare birth
as a human being, that too as a male, if one neglects

attaining the desirable end, who is more foolish than him?”

वॆदॊ िनत्यमधीयतां तददुदतं कमय स्वनुष्ठीयताम् - Sri Sankara asks
those who have obtained birth as

brahmana to study Veda daily and perform Karmas laid down
therein with the spirit of dedication

to the Lord. That will fetch great benefits and lead to good
state in next birth. It has been said:
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दििभजयनमिभवेदॊ वॆदाथयश्ितजनमिभः । सहस्रजनमिभस्सॊमः सनयासः
कॊटटजनमिभः ॥

“One, who has taken birth as brahmana ten times, studies Veda;
in hundred births, he learns the

meaning of Veda; in thousand births, he performs Somayaga; in a
crore of births, he attains

Sanyasa.” Sri Thayumanava Swamigal has also sung: „Rare indeed
is human birth.‟

Hence children, who learn Veda, should study these lessons and
put in best efforts to grasp Veda

and its importance and adopt Vedic way of life. Veda teachers
should also show the best path to

the students. Vedas have come down to us from ancient times
through the tradition of Guru and

disciple. Vedas are hence called „Sruti‟. That Veda or its
meaning should not be studied from the

book by oneself is a strict rule. Disciples must learn Vedas
from a Guru only.

नाध्यापियष्यन् िनगमान् श्रमॆणॊपाध्यायलॊका यदद ििष्यवगायन् ।

िनवॆदवादं दकल िनर्ववतानमुवीतलं हनत तदा भिवष्यत् ॥ “In case
teachers do not take the trouble of teaching Vedas to disciples,
the earth will become

empty with no Vedas.” Bhagavan ensures protection of Vedas
through brahmanas. Hence he

says: ब्राह्मणो मम दवेता - “Brahmanas are my gods.”

लौदककं वैददकं वािप तथाध्याित्मकमॆव च । अददीत यतॊ ज्ञानं तं
पूवयमिभवादयॆत् ॥

ऄिभवादनिीलस्य िनत्यं वृद्धॊपसॆिवनः । चत्वाटर तस्य वधयनतॆ
अयुर्ववद्या यिॊ बलम ्॥ “The Guru who imparts material, Vedic or
spiritual knowledge, should be accorded the first

obeisance.” Study of Vedas is the beginning for being initiated
into Brahmavidya.

“For one, who regularly worships and serves the elders, four
attainments grow – long life,

knowledge, fame and strength. The Veda teacher of today had once
served his Guru and studied

Vedas under his feet. Thus has Vedic knowledge come down to us
through generations.

गुरु ििष्यॊभयाधीनॊ िवद्याप्रचारः ।

ऄद्य ििष्यभूतः श्वो गुरुभयवॆत् ।

गुरुििष्यपरमपरयैव िवद्याप्रचारस्य िाश्वितकत्वम् ॥

“Propagation of knowledge is subject to Guru and disciple. The
disciple of today will become the

Guru of tomorrow. The Guru-disciple tradition alone is the cause
of the sustenance of propagation

of knowledge.” Sruti, Smriti and Puranas extol the greatness of
Guru.

सिमत्पािणः श्रॊििय ंब्रह्मिनष्ठम्, अचायायद्धवै िवद्या सािधष्ठ
ंप्रापत् ।

गुरॊरनुरहादवॆ पुमान् पूणयः प्रिानतयॆ ||
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“The disciple should approach the Srotriya Guru with sacrificial
faggots in hand. It is only from

Acharya that knowledge is best obtained. It is only with Guru‟s
blessing that the disciple attains

fullness and peace.” Our Guru Parampara is adored through these
verses:

नारायण ंपद्मभुव ंविसष्ठ ंिस्त्रक्त च तत्पुि परािरं च ।

व्यासं िुकं गौडपद ंमहानतं गोिवनद योगीनरं-ऄथास्य ििष्यम् ॥

श्रीिङ्ग्कराचायं-ऄथास्य पद्मपाद ंच हस्तामलकं च ििष्यम् ।

तं तोटकं वार्वतककारं-ऄनयान् ऄस्मद-्गुरून् सनततं-अनतोिस्म ॥

All teachers and students of Veda should prostrate, chanting the
above slokas and other Guru

stotras. Guru bhakti alone is the highest bhakti. Hence children
should show devotion first to their

Veda teacher. With his blessing they will get opportunity to
study many Sastras and Veda

bhashyas (commentaries) from great Gurus and reap many benefits
including the highest goal of

life.

Questions

1. Who has said that birth as brahmana is high? Which book has
this statement?

2. Write slokas extolling the birth as brahmana.

3. Write the meaning in Tamil of any one sloka.

4. What attainments are reaped by one who worships elders?

5. Write the Dhyana sloka for Guru Parampara.
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Lesson 8

Greatness of Sandhyavandanam and Gayatri Mahamantra

गायनतं िायते यस्मात् गायिी आत्यिभधीयतॆ । “Gayatri mantra is so
called because it protects the one who chants it.” Singing normally
meant

by the term „Gaanam‟ is not intended here; „Gaanam‟ here
actually refers to chanting with love

and devotion.

गायिी छनदसा ंमाता Gayatri is the mother of all „Chandas‟,
meaning all Vedic mantras. There are

three „paadams‟ (parts), each of 8 letters in the Gayatri
mantra, thus making it a total of 24 letters.

The three paadams are the essence of the three Vedas
respectively – Rig, Yajur and Sama. For

Atharva Veda there is separate Gayatri; one has to be initiated
into that mantra through a second

Upanayanam.

Idaikkaattu Siddhar, one of the 18 Siddhars has said in
Tamil:

“Kaanaamal konaamal kandu kodu

Aadu kaan pogudu paar pogudu”

Similarly it is said: सज्यॊितष्या ज्योितिॊ दियनात् वाग्यतः

The intent is that Argya during Sandhyavandanam should be
offered at dawn before Sunrise, at

noon when Sun is right on top and at dusk before Sunset. In
Siddhar‟s verse, „Aadu‟ refers to bath

in the holy Ganga; „Kaan‟ represents darshan of Sethu; „Pogudu
Paar‟ indicates destruction of sins

by the three acts – Sandhyavandanam thrice a day, bath in Ganga
and darshan of Sethu.

It is only by chanting Gayatri mantra properly that one can
attain fruit of other Veda mantras.

Offering of Argya and chanting Gayatri should be performed
properly. Gayatri should be

worshipped as the form of mother. Manusmriti teaches:

ऋियॊ दीघय सनध्यत्वात् दीघयमायुरवाप्नुयुः ।

प्रज्ञा ंयिश्च कीर्तत च ब्रह्मवचयसमॆव च ॥ When we prostrate to
elders, we say „Abhivadaye....”, wherein we identify the lineage of
the

Maharshi in which we are born. We say „Ekarsheya‟,
„Trayarsheya‟, „Pancharsheya‟, „Saptarsheya‟

etc., which means that there were one, three, five, seven etc.
Rishis in that lineage. That they

were blessed with long life, deep knowledge, fame and Brahmic
brilliance is due to their regular

performance of Sandhyavandanam, according to Manusmriti. The
chant of Gayatri has been

continuous in the lineage, starting from the Rishi
mentioned.
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Sandhyavandanam has all three yogas – Karma yoga, Bhakti yoga
and Gnana yoga, ingrained in

it. One must maintain his own Panchapatra for performing
Sandhyavandanam. The importance

we give to our breath should be given to Sandhyavandanam. If it
is performed with

appreciation of meaning of the mantras, it will confer great
benefits – all benefits which accrued to

the Rishis including complete peace of mind. For students of
Veda, it will give power of intellect,

retention, Brahmic brilliance etc. and enable them to lead a
good life. Let us now look at a story to

understand the importance of Sandhyavandanam.
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Lesson 9

Kannadiga’s Canal

Some 500-600 years ago, a king ruling from Tiruvananthapuram
contracted a severe disease,

which could not be cured with any type of treatment. The king
kept up his prayer to Bhagavan.

One day Bhagavan appeared in his dream and said: “O king, the
disease you have contracted is

due to your past karmas; it cannot be cured with any medicine.
However, pleased with your

bhakti, I shall tell you a way out. You make an image out of
sesame (til), fill it with all nine precious

stones, gold etc., invoke your sinful karma in it and give it in
charity to a brahmana, who is keen

on performance of Karmas. Your karma will leave you and attach
to him. If he has good power of

mantra, he will digest it.”

Early next morning the king accordingly announced the plan to
all people through beating of drum.

No brahmana came forward to accept the king‟s sinful karmas. The
news spread to the adjacent

Karnataka state. A brahmachari from Karnataka, who had good
power of mantra and courage,

came to Tiruvananthapuram and conveyed his acceptance of the
offer. The king‟s happiness

knew no bounds. He gave the til image in charity to the
brahmachari, chanting the necessary

mantras. A miracle happened at that time. When the brahmachari
stared at the image, it gained

life and raised its right hand and showed the three middle
fingers to the brahmachari, keeping the

thumb and the little finger folded. The brahmachari refused. The
image now folded the ring finger

and showed the other two fingers. The brahmachari refused this
time also. The image then

extended only one finger, the index finger. The brahmachari
reluctantly agreed. The image

became very happy and fell at the feet of brahmachari. The image
then became lifeless;

Kalapurusha left the image. Everyone including the king, who had
watched these proceedings,

was struck dumb with wonder. They asked the brahmachari to
explain what had happened.

The brahmachari had stared at the image and asked mentally as to
how much of his mantra japa

should be given to the image for the Kalapurusha to go away
without affecting him. The image

showed three fingers, indicating that he would go away if the
brahmachari gave him the fruit of the

three occasions of Sandhyavandanam performed daily. The
brahmachari refused. The image

bargained for two occasions; again the brahmachari did not
budge. Finally when the image asked

for one-time Sandhyavandana benefit, the brahmachari agreed. All
the sinful karma left the
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brahmachari‟s presence just by his agreeing to part with the
benefit of Sandhyavandanam

performed once every day. This shows the power of proper Gayatri
japa and Sandhyavandanam.

The king got completely cured. But the brahmachari was feeling
sad that he had lost the fruit of

mantra chant for the sake of the lowly gold. He meditated on
sage Agastya. He submitted his

grievance to him. Agastya suggested a remedy. He said: “A cow
will come here now. It will halt on

the banks of Tamraparani river. You construct a dam at the spot
where it halts. You dig a canal

from the dam and continue along the path walked by the cow. You
build tanks and lakes on the

way. The cow will disappear at a point. In the canal you build
ghats for people to bathe; make

water flow to the fields. Fertility of land will improve; there
will be more and better crops. People

will be very happy. Your sin of having lost the fruit of mantra
japa will disappear with this merit.”

The brahmachari did everything accordingly. That canal which he
dug is known as Kannadiga‟s

canal and exists even today on the banks of river
Tamraparani.

This is a real story. This story is reported on page 54 in the
Government‟s annual report of 1903-

04 relating to the Archaeological department based on an
inscription.

Questions

1. Which is the essence of the three Vedas?

2. What is meant by the word „Gayatri‟?

3. What has Idaikkaattu Siddhar said?

4. Write the sloka of Manusmriti.

5. What will one get if he does Sandhyavandanam?

6. Who cured the king of his disease?

7. What did the image ask of the brahmachari?

8. What did Agastya say to the brahmachari?

9. What is the name of the canal dug by the brahmachari?

10. Where is the story of „Kannadiga canal‟ found?
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Lesson 10

Sixty Tamil years

In the great book „Nirnaya Sindhu‟, the sixty Tamil (solar)
years have been listed in the form of

slokas, easy to get by heart.

Gaargi:

प्रभवॊ िवभवः िुक्तलः प्रमॊदॊऽथ प्रजापितः ।

ऄिङ्ग्गराः श्रीमुखॊ भावॊ युवाधातेश्वरस्तथा ॥

बहुधानयः प्रमाथी च िवक्रमॊऽथ वृिस्तथा ।

िचिभानुः सुभानुश्च तारणः पार्वथवॊ व्ययः ॥

सवयिजत्सवयधारी च िवरोधी िवकृितः खरः ।

ननदनॊ िवजयशै्चव जयॊ मनमथदमुुयखौ ॥

हमॆलमबॊ िवलंबॊऽथ िवकारी िावयरी ्लवः ।

िुभकृच्छोभनः क्रॊधी िवश्वावसुपरभवौ ॥

्लवंगः कीलकः सौमयः साधारण िवरॊधकृत् ।

पटरधावी प्रमादी स्यात् अननदॊ राक्षसॊऽनलः ॥

िपङ्ग्गलः कालयुक्तश्च िसद्धाथो रौरदमुयतः ।

दनुदभुी रुिधरॊद्गारी रक्ताक्ष क्रोधनॊऽक्षयः ॥ आित

1.Prabhava 2.Vibhava 3.Sukla 4.Pramoda 5.Prajapati 6.Angirasa
7.Srimukha 8.Bhava

9.Yuva 10.Dhatu 11.Easwara 12.Bahudhanya 13.Pramaathi 14.Vikrama
15.Vishu

16.Chitrabhanu 17.Subhanu 18.Parthiva 19.Taarana 20.Vyaya
21.Sarvajit 22.Sarvadhari

23.Virodhi 24.Vikrit 25.Khara 26.Nandana 27.Vijaya 28.Jaya
29.Manmatha 30.Durmukhi

31.Hemalamba 32.Vilamba 33.Vikari 34.Saarvari 35.Plava
36.Subhakrit 37.Sobhana

38.Krodhi 39.Visvavasu 40.Parabhava 41.Plavanga 42.Kilaka
43.Sowmya 44.Sadharana

45.Virodhakrit 46.Paridhavi 47.Pramadi 48.Ananda 49.Rakshasa
50.Nala 51.Pingala

52.Kalayukta 53.Siddhartha 54.Roudra 55.Durmathi 56.Dundubhi
57.Rudhirodgari

58.Raktakshi 59.Krodhana 60.Akshaya.
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Page

1. Brahma Vidya Guru Parampara 32
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Lesson 1

Brahma Vidya Guru Parampara

सदाििवसमारमभा ंिङकराचाययमध्यमाम् ।

ऄस्मदाचाययपययनतां वनद ॆगुरुपरमपराम् ॥ This sloka offers prayer
to Guru Parampara, the traditional lineage of Gurus, starting
from

Dakshinamurthy in the form of Sadasiva, and having Sri
Adisankara Bhagavatpadacharya in the

middle and our present Guru right now at the end. Though the
primal Guru was Sadasiva –

Dakshinamurthy, since he taught through silence, there is
another traditional sloka describing the

Brahma Vidya Guru Parampara as starting from Mahavishnu, since
he taught openly through

words.

नारायण ंपद्मभुव ंविसष्ठ ंिस्त्रक्त च तत्पुि परािरं च ।

व्यासं िुकं गौडपदं महानतं गोिवनद योगीनरं-ऄथास्य ििष्यम ्॥

श्रीिङ्ग्कराचायं-ऄथास्य पद्मपाद ंच हस्तामलकं च ििष्यम ्।

तं तोटकं वार्वतककारं-ऄनयान् ऄस्मद-्गुरून् सनततं-अनतोिस्म ॥

Dakshinamurthy, Dattatreya, Narayana and Brahma are the divine
Gurus who come first in the

line of Acharyas. Vasishtha, Sakthi, Parasara, Vyasa et al, who
followed, received the secret of

Advaita and Veda Vidya in the order of father to son and taught
successively to their sons. They

were all Rishis. It is not the practice to club Rishis along
with human Acharyas. Rishis have the

super-sensuous powers of knowing the unknowable, hearing the
unhearable, seeing the

unseeable and doing the undoable. They have the great powers of
catching the breath of

Paramatma floating as sounds in space and handing them over to
us as mantras.

Sri Sukacharya, the son of Sri Vyasacharya, is greater than man,
Rishi and Deva; he is gloriously

hailed as Sukabrahmam. Suka was brahmachari. After Suka, the
Guru Parampara continued from

teacher to disciples, who were all Sanyasis. The above sloka
refers to Suka, Goudapada, Govinda

Yogindra, Sri Sankaracharya, Padmapadacharya, Hastamalakacharya,
Totakacharya,

Sureswaracharya known as Vartikakara and Gurus down the
line.

Guru is our immediate teacher. His Guru is called Paramaguru,
whose Guru is Parameshti Guru.

Parameshti Guru‟s Guru is Parapara Guru. Gurus previous to him
are generally referred to as

Purvacharyas. Sri Sankaracharya‟s Guru was Sri Govinda
Bhagavatpada; Paramaguru, Sri

Goudapada; Parameshti Guru, Sri Sukacharya; Parapara Guru, Sri
Vyasacharya.
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Mahavishnu

Mahavishnu or Narayana handed Veda to Brahma and made him take
up the work of creation

using the Veda mantras. Veda says: धाता यथापूवं-ऄकल्पपयत्
“Brahma created as before.”

Mahavishnu taught the famous „Chatusloki Bhagavatham‟ containing
the secret of Advaita to

Brahma. This is mentioned in Srimad Bhagavatham, Skandha 2,
Adhyaya 9, slokas 30 to 36.

श्री भगवानुवाच

ज्ञानं परमगुह्य ंमे यद ्िवज्ञानसमिनवतम् ।

सरहस्य ंतदङ्ग्गं च गृहाण गददतं मया ॥ १

यावानह ंयथाभावॊ यरपूगुणकमयकः ।

तथैव तत्विवज्ञानमस्तु तॆ मदनुरहात् ॥ २

ऄहमॆवासमॆवारॆ नानयद ्यत् सद्सत् परम ्।

पश्चादह ंयदतॆच्च यॊऽवििष्यतॆ सॊऽस्मयहम ्॥

ऋतॆऽथ ंयत् प्रतीयेत न प्रतीयॆत चात्मिन ।

तिद्वद्यादात्मनॊ मायां यथाऽऽभासॊ यथा तमः ॥

यथा महािनत भूतािन भूतॆिूच्चावचॆष्वनु ।

प्रिवष्टानयप्रिवष्टािन तथा तॆि ुन तॆष्वहम् ॥

एतावदवॆ िजज्ञास्यं तत्विजज्ञासुनाऽऽत्मनः ।

ऄनवयव्यितरॆकाभ्यां यत् स्यात् सवयि सवयदा ॥

एतनमतं समाितष्ठ परमॆण समािधना ।

भवान् कल्पपिवकल्पपॆि ुन िवमहु्यित कर्वहिचत् ॥

Mahavishnu said to Brahma: “I shall now give you the knowledge
relating to me, together with

means of realisation with all its esoteric aspects; you take it.
With my blessing you will realise the

truth of who I am, what are my characteristics, forms, qualities
and karmas (lilas).

Prior to creation I was alone. Other than me, there was no gross
or subtle object, nor ignorance,

which is the cause of both types of objects. Whatever is
perceived in this creation is also me

alone; whatever is balance (outside of perceived creation) is
also me alone. Whatever else is seen

in me Paramatma as apparent reality (like reflected moon, giving
the notion of two moons),

whatever else is not seen, but present apparently (like Rahu not
being observable in space) –

understand both of them as my Maya. In the small and large
bodies of jivas, made of the five

Mahabhutas (elements), the five elements appear as having
entered them giving the result of

gross appearance of bodies. The elements are also seen as not
having entered the bodies as
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they were present earlier also as the cause. In the same way, I
appear as having entered the

bodies of jivas as the soul; I also appear as not having entered
the bodies, as there is nothing

other than me. Through the process of exclusion, one recognises
objects as not being Brahman;

through the process of inclusion, one recognises all objects as
Brahman alone. Brahman alone is

omnipresent and all-pervasive. This alone is required to be
understood by one who wishes to

know the reality of Atma. Brahma, you become immersed in this
principle by deep meditation. You

will never be deluded when you perform the work of creation in
various Kalpas.”

This teaching contains the essence of the Mahamantra पूणयमतः
पूणयम ् in Brihadaranyaka Upanishad. Brahma proceeded with his work
of creation after receiving this teaching from Vishnu.

Narayana is therefore considered as Adi Guru in the Advaita
Vidya Guru Parampara. The

greatness of Narayana can be found in Puranas.

नारायणपदद्वनद्व ंनारदाददिभराहतम् ।

नमािम ितिॊ िनत्यं नमतां मुिक्तदायकम् ॥ “I always worship the
twin feet of Narayana a hundred times, adored by sages like Narada
and

which confer liberation on the worshippers.”
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Lesson 2

Padmabhuva - Brahma

As Brahma appeared from the navel-lotus of Mahavishnu, he is
known as Padmabhuva and

Kamalaja. He is the second Guru in the Advaita Vidya Guru
parampara. His greatness is

expounded in Puranas. His consort Saraswathi is the Devata of
all knowledge. She resides in the

tongue of Brahma. It is very important for all of us to have the
blessing of Saraswathi.

There are only very few temples for Brahma in the entire land of
Bharat. They are located in

Pushkar (Rajasthan), Kumbakonam, Kandiyur near Tiruvaiyaru,
Kodumudi and Uttamarkoil (all in

Tamil Nadu). Though there are hardly any temples for direct
worship of Brahma, he is always

adored by all Veda students when they chant the prayer verse
„Narayanam Padmabhuvam ...‟ and

he blesses us. It can be seen in Puranas that Asuras and Devas
performed severe penance and

obtained many rare boons from Brahma, the Creator. Many Asuras
have prayed to him for

immortality. He used to respond that immortality cannot be
granted by him, but long life could be.

Though Asuras and Devas prayed with the thought that Brahma was
all-powerful, Brahma knew

that he acted within the power vesting in him, as Puranas
inform.

Brahma has three consorts – Gayatri, Savitri, Saraswathi.
Gayatri is the Chandas (metre) of the

Gayatri Mahamantra. गायिी छनदसा ंमाता – Gayatri is the mother of
all Chandas. Savitri is the

power of Light in that mantra. Brahma as Brahma Vidya Guru
taught Brahma Vidya to his son

Vasishtha. Sri Sadasiva Brahmendra prays to Brahma in his
wonderful book „Jagadguru

Ratnamala‟:

गरुडाङ्ग्क गभीर नािभ पद्मॊदरभूगह्वर िनष्ठनैिष्ठकाग्र्यम् ।

चतुराननमाश्रयािम काम ंचतुरािायवदावदं सदािप ॥ “I always take
refuge in the four-faced Brahma, seated in the deep navel-lotus of
one who has

Garuda as his sign (Vishnu), and who is the foremost meditator
and the abode and exponent of

the four Vedas”.
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Lesson 3

Sri Vasishtha Maharishi

Sri Sadasiva Brahmendra prays to sage Vasishtha in „Jagadguru
Ratnamala‟:

कुििकप्रभवािंििंपाली प्रिमाचाययकिसद्धहस्तदण्डम ्।

िमवनतमरुनधतीसहाय ंिरण ंयािम विसष्ठमप्रमॆयम ्॥ “I take refuge in
Vasishtha, whose staff is a master in subduing the series of divine
and other

weapons in the power of Viswamitra; whose mind is ever under his
control; who is the consort of

Arundhati; and whose greatness is immeasurable.” In the
Sandhyavandanam we perform every

day, we think of seven Rishis and pray to them, keeping our hand
on the head – Atri, Bhrigu,

Kutsa, Vasishtha, Goutama, Kasyapa and Angirasa.

In Srimad Valmiki Ramayanam, in Bala Kandam (19th Sarga), we
find that Viswamitra Maharishi

comes to meet Emperor Dasaratha. He asks Dasaratha to send Sri
Rama with him to protect his

Yaga from Asuras, who create severe obstacles. When Dasaratha
hesitates, Viswamitra rises to

leave in anger. At that time Kulaguru Vasishtha pacifies
Viswamitra, expounds dharma to

Dasaratha and tells him about Viswamitra‟s greatness. Viswamitra
then tells Dasaratha about Sri

Rama:

ऄह ंवॆिद्म महात्मानं राम ंसत्यपराक्रमम ्।

विसष्ठॊऽिप महातॆजाः यॆ चानयॆ तपिस िस्थताः ॥ “I know about the
high-souled Rama, who is truthful and valorous; the highly
brilliant Vasishtha

and other men of austerity also know.” Having heard Vasishtha‟s
conciliatory talk and

Viswamitra‟s assertion, Dasaratha despatches Sri Rama along with
Lakshmana, with Viswamitra.

In Yuddha Kandam, when Sri Rama returns to Ayodhya with his
entourage, Maharishi Vasishtha,

along with seven other Rishis, Vamadeva, Jabali, Kasyapa,
Katyayana, Suyagna, Goutama and

Vijaya, performs Pattabhishekam to Sri Rama in a grand
manner.

Maharishi Vasishtha‟s greatness is limitless. It was to his
credit that he was the teacher of Sri

Rama, who was none other than Avatara of Narayana, the Supreme
Guru. The following verse

extols the greatness of Srimad Ramayanam:

वािसष्ठिगटरसंभूता रामसागर गािमनी ।

पुनातु भुवनं पुण्या रामायण महानदी ॥
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“May the great sacred river Ramayana, originating in the
mountain of Valmiki and flowing towards

the ocean of Rama, protect the world.” Srimad Ramayana, having
24000 slokas, bestows all

auspiciousness and complete peace in the family.

Similarly the wonderful book called „Yoga Vaasishtham‟ (also
called Gnana Vaasishtham or

Vaasistha Ramayanam) was taught by Vasishtha to Sri Rama. It has
32000 slokas. It has two

sections, Purva Bhaga and Uttara Bhaga and six chapters
(Prakaranas) – Vairagya, Mumukshu,

Utpatti, Sthiti, Upasama and Nirvana. Maharishi Vasishtha
teaches us Supreme Gnana, through

the medium of Sri Rama, clearly like „gooseberry on the palm‟
(Hasta-Aamalaka).

Vasishtha is one of the ten mind-born sons of Brahma. He is the
Rishi (Mantra drashta-seer of

mantras) of many Vedic Suktas. He is the consort of Arundhati,
worshipped as the first among

chaste women.

Raghu Vamsam is an epic written by Mahakavi Kalidasa. Here he
describes the greatness of the

kings of Solar Race; it is a wonderful and simple work; it
contains deep import, moral teachings

and Sastra concepts. Mahakavi Kalidasa , who enjoyed the special
blessings of Devi Kali, has

authored the book in such a manner that students of Samskrit
could easily gain knowledge of the

language as well as good morals.

क्वसूययप्रभवॊ वंिः क्व चाल्पपिविया मितः ।

िततीिुयदुयस्तरं मॊहात् ईडुपॆनािस्म सागरम् ॥ “Where is the
lineage starting from Surya and where is my little intellect? Out
of delusion I wish to

cross the difficult ocean in a small boat.” So says Kalidasa at
the beginning with great humility.

However he has written 21 chapters wonderfully.

In the first Sarga in Raghu Vamsam, emperor Dilipa goes along
with his wife Sudakshina to

Maharishi Vasishtha, the Kulaguru of Surya Vamsa. He expresses
his sorrow at not having a son

and asks Vasishtha to bless him and tell him of the expiation to
be undertaken by him. Vasishtha

meditated and found the cause of his misery and advised him.
“Once when you were returning

after meeting Indra, Kamadhenu was resting in the shadow of
Kalpaka tree.

प्रदिक्षणदक्रयाहायया ंतस्यां त्वां साध ुनाचरः । Instead of
circumambulating Kamadhenu and worshipping her, you ignored her and
came away.

The infuriated Kamadhenu cursed that you would be childless.
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पूज्यपूजाव्यितक्रमः श्रॆयः प्रितबध्नाित िह ॥ “Not worshipping
those who deserve to be worshipped deters well being.” Kamadhenu is
now in

Patalaloka; but her daughter Nandini is here in this Asrama. You
serve Nandini. Nandini will be

pleased and will undo the curse and bless you with child.”

As Dilipa and Sudakshina acted exactly as instructed by Guru
Vasishtha, they were blessed with

the child Raghu. Surya Vamsam grew well owing to Maharishi
Vasishtha‟s annulling the curse on

emperor Dilipa. The lineage grew extensively and became famous
as Raghu Vamsam. We got Sri

Rama‟s rulership eventually. Let us pray for obtaining the
blessings of Maharishi Vasishtha and

Brahma Vidya Gurus.

Maharishi Vasishtha‟s son is Maharishi Sakthi, the next Guru in
the Parampara.
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Lesson 4

Sri Sakthi Maharishi

Brahma Nishtha Nerur Sri Sadasiva Brahmendra Saraswathi
Swamigal, disciple of Sri

Paramasivendra Saraswathi Swamigal, the 57th Peethadhipathi of
Moolamnaya Sri Kanchi

Kamakoti Peetham, has detailed and prayed to the lineage of
Gurus of the Kanchi Kamakoti

Peetham upto his Guru, the 57th Peethadhipathi in a book
„Jagadguru Ratnamala‟. Therein he has

written a verse on Maharishi Sakthi. That gives an indication of
the story of Maharishi Sakthi. Sri

Atmabodhendra Saraswathi Swamigal has written a commentary for
it called „Sushma‟.

बहुिमिसहिक्षतीि पापापह सािन्नध्यमरॊध्य सत्प्रतापम् ।

महदिञ्चतमनितनििस्त्रक्त मनसा ििक्तमुपैिम सिद्वरक्तम ्॥ “I adore
Sri Sakthi, who removed the sin of king Bahumitrasaha by his mere
presence and who

had great powers of mantra and tantra and who was truly
dispassionate.” In the commentary

„Sushma‟ the greatness of Maharishi Sakthi has been told
clearly.

There was a king called Mitrasaha in Surya Vamsam. Vasishtha was
the Guru of Surya Vamsam.

The king was very valorous and had great devotion to Guru. A
rakshasa, who could not fight with

him, wished to conquer him deceitfully and make him suffer the
curse of his Guru. He disguised

himself as a cook and joined Mitrasaha in his kitchen. One day
when Mitrasaha was performing

Sraadham with Vasishtha as Guru, the rakshasa mixed human flesh
in the food served to

Vasishtha. Mitrasaha was unaware of this; but Vasishtha came to
know of this as soon as he saw

the food served to him. In the sport enacted by Bhagavan,
sometimes even Rishis with divine

vision miss to see the reality. In the Brahma Sutra Bhashya, Sri
Adi Sankaracharya says:

सुिनपुणानामिप सूक्षमोऽपराधः दशृ्यते - “Even in great masters a
small subtle fault is observed.” This

is all divine sport. Accordingly Vasishtha failed to recognise
that king Mitrasaha was in no way

responsible for serving him human flesh. He became very angry
and cursed the king to instantly

turn into a rakshasa eating human flesh. As the king was not
guilty, he too became very angry and

prepared to curse Guru Vasishtha in turn. As he took water in
his hand for pronouncing the curse,

his minister intervened to say that a disciple cursing his Guru
will not have redemption at any time

and that his entire lineage would be destroyed. The king
regained clarity of vision. He did not

know where to put the consecrated water in his hand; wherever it
is put, that place would turn

black and the living beings there would die. He then put the
water on his own feet. His feet turned
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black. He came to be known as Kalmashapada. Though he was free
from any guilt, Vasishtha‟s

curse came into effect; the king turned into a rakshasa, an
eater of human flesh. He pounced

upon Vasishtha‟s sons and wished to eat them.

At that time Maharishi Sakthi appeared. By his mere darshan, the
king‟s curse got annulled and

his sin was destroyed. The king prayed to him with devotion for
teaching him Gnana. Sakthi taught

him Brahma Vidya, the fount of all knowledge and got him
relieved from samsara and delivered to

Moksha.

In Sri Mahabharatam in Adi Parva, chapters 192 to 195 describe
the greatness of Maharishi

Sakthi. It appears Mitrasaha had the additional name of
„Daivodasa‟. In Linga Puranam in 65th

chapter Maharishi Sakthi has been referred to. His wife is named
„Adrushyanthi‟. Their son is

Saakteya, known as Maharishi Parasara.
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Lesson 5

Sri Parasara Maharishi

Sri Sadasiva Brahmendra pays obeisance to Maharishi
Parasara:

पवनाकुलकािलॆिकल्पप ंप्रभवादवॆ पराहतािरािम ्।

प्रणमािम परािरं मुनीनां प्रचरद्वषै्णवसंिहताप्रकािम् ॥ “I bow to
Parasara, the great Muni, whose physical form is thin like darbha
grass fluttering in the

wind, but who terrifies the enemies like an arrow by mere
appearance and who blessed us by

writing Vishnu Puranam.” Born to Maharishi Sakthi and
Adrushyanthi as Saakteya, he chanted

Veda mantras while still in his mother‟s womb. Pulastya
Maharishi gave him the name of

Parasara, as he appeared like a terrible arrow to his enemies.
The treasures Parasara has

conferred on us include Bhagavan Vyasa and Vishnu Puranam. He
gave us Maharishi Vyasa

known as Krishna Dvaipayana through Sathyavathi. Vishnu Puranam
is considered to be the

basic text for Srimad Bhagavatham. Sri Sankara
Bhagavatpadacharya quotes in his

commentaries from this Puranam more than from other Puranas. He
also must be remembering

Parasara, his Purvacharya more.

Though Vishnu Puranam appears as a book of devotion, Gnana, i.e.
Advaita Vedanta is mixed in

that bhakti itself like sugar in milk. Paramahamsa Sanyasis
chant every day Srimad

Paramahamsa Samhita known popularly as Srimad Bhagavatham and
Sri Vishnu Puranam. They

usually deliver discourses on these texts.

Maharishi Parasara has also given us Parasara Smriti, a Dharma
Sastra teaching us about

observance of Karmas, ways of life, social norms, individual
dharmas etc.

In Kaliyuga, Parasara Smriti is said to be in use more. It is
said: कलौ परािर स्मृितः

Maharishi Parasara‟s son is Maharishi Veda Vyasa.

Questions

1. Write the two slokas on Brahma Vidya Guru Parampara

2. Write the names of Gurus in the Parampara.

3. Who was Brahma‟s Guru?
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4. Write the slokas of Chatussloki Bhagavatham.

5. Where are temples for Brahma located?

6. Who are the consorts of Brahma?

7. Write the meditative verse on Vasishtha.

8. Who wrote Yoga Vasishtham? How many Prakaranas are there in
it? Write their names.

9. What is the name of Vasishtha‟s consort?

10. Who wrote Raghu Vamsam?

11. Who was the Guru of Emperor Dilipa? Why was Dilipa
childless?

12. What was the suggestion of Vasishtha to Dilipa?

13. What was the name of Dilipa‟s son? Which lineage did he
belong to?

14. Write the meditative verse on Maharishi Sakthi.

15. By whom was Mitrasaha‟s curse annulled?

16. What was the reason for getting the name of
Kalamashapada?

17. What was the name of Sakthi Maharishi‟s consort?

18. Write the meditative verse on Parasara.

19. What are the books written by Parasara?

20. Write the names of Parasara‟s wife and son.
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Lesson 6

Sri Veda Vyasa

We should chant Vishnu Sahasranama every evening. The verse of
prayer to Sri Veda Vyasa

occurs there.

व्यासं विसष्ठनप्तारं िकॆ्तः पौिमकल्पमिम ्। परािरात्मजं वनद
ॆिुकतातं तपॊिनधम् ॥

व्यासाय िवष्णुरूपाय व्यासरूपाय िवष्णव ॆ। नमॊ वै ब्रह्मिनधयॆ
वािसष्ठाय नमॊ नमः ॥ In the above verse we are blessed with
remembrance of the Guru Parampara extending from

father to son, grandson, great-grandson and
great-great-grandson. Sri Veda Vyasa is the great-

grandson of Vasishtha, the grandson of Sakthi, the son of
Parasara and the father of

Sukabrahmam. He is also known as Krishna Dvaipayana and
Badarayana. It was owing to him,

who was Amsavatara (partial incarnation) of Bhagavan Narayana
that Sanatana Dharma was re-

established and Veda was protected.

Protecting dharma has four facets: protecting dharma and those
who protect it; destroying evil

powers; removal of ignorance; brightening the lamp of Gnana.
Bhagavan Narayana incarnated as

Veda Vyasa for the purpose of removing ignorance and bestowing
the light of Gnana. In

„Bhamati‟, the explanatory book on Brahma Sutra Bhashya, it is
stated:

ज्ञान ििक्त ऄवताराय नमॊ भगवतॆ हरॆः ॥ “Prostrations to Bhagavan
Hari, the incarnation of the power of Gnana.” Guru Ratnamala
says:

िनगमानिप यॊऽनविाच्चतुधाय व्यिधताष्टादिधाऽिप यः पुराणम ्।

स च सात्यवतॆय इि्सतं मॆ सकलािायििरॊगुरुर्ववधिाम् ॥ “May that
Saatyavateya, the son of Satyavati, Veda Vyasa, who classified
Vedas into four groups,

who wrote 18 Puranas and who is the Guru of all Upanishads,
fulfil all my wishes.”

There are six Darsanas- philosophies: Nyaya, Vaiseshika,
Saankhya, Yoga, Purva Mimamsa, and

Uttara Mimamsa or Vedanta. Of them, for Uttara Mimamsa Darsana,
(based on Vedanta or

Srutisiras or Upanishad), Brahma Sutra is considered the best
authority. It is also traditionally

called Vedanta Sutra, Vyasa Sutra, Bhikshu Sutra and Saaririka
Sutra. Maharishi Veda Vyasa is

the author of this work.

Brahma Sutra has four sections: 1.Samanvayadhyaya
2.Avarodhadhyaya 3.Sadhanadhyaya

4.Phaladhyaya. Each section has four „Padas‟, thus making a
total of 16 Padas. There are a total

of 191 Adhikaranas (subsections), carrying 555 Sutras. Brahma
Sutra is the fundamental text,
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which brings together and classifies ideas spread over several
Upanishads and puts them forward

in the form of brief Sutras and establishes Advaita as the
supreme purport of all Upanishads. Sri

Sankara Bhagavatpada has written a beautiful commentary for this
lofty Brahma Sutra. In that

Bhashya, he says: वॆदानतवाक्तयकुसुमरथनाथयत्वात्सूिाणाम् ॥
(१.१.२)

“These Sutras are written for the purpose of tying together
various flowers, which are statements

of Vedanta.” (Sutra in Samskrit means an aphorism and also a
thread).

When Sri Sankara Bhagavatpada was holding Bhashya classes in
Kashi for his disciples, Sri

Veda Vyasa came there in the guise of an old brahmana and tested
him. There were extensive

arguments between the two, specially on the Sutra in the first
Pada in Sadhanadhyaya:

“तदनतरप्रितपिौ रं�
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